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Ptam ^k mity Jfijo tib mk $$ tti&y %q time 
»wriy thr** ’«hirf 1 *$W#‘ 

been in England, p6r do 1 know. !mneh <of what is 
going on them,) on the Poor and Poor taws^ 
that if they then agreed with Me, they will 
nothing new in this paper ?but. cmlytny story to!! 1 ! 
another way, in the* hope of being able to convince 
those whom I was not then fortunate enough to 
do, and 'any others who, may^tuke the trouble of' 
reading it, but particularly these who have ever 
given lAnd to the Poor, and have {a ken it away" 
again, the cause of which I hope I have foreseen, 
and provided a remedy fo t the evil. " 

In some Newspapers and a Review, where my 
Pamphlet was commented -ep, and after having 
passed a few encomiums otj me for employing my 
time in this way, "they ended by saying that it was 
not a hew ideaF Now .wither it was or not* I 
think was of no^tcmse^Wce. 5 If it,, was a good* 
one, it ought to Iraye Jweth circulated ; it a bad one, 
condemned, *a»4 thereasons giveh. J$- 'doing, go. 
,AU I eph sny I kirmw' of ho^sUjlb^idea ; and I 
Udhk tta ’gre^^edecdon pn thj^e Who had these 
ideas,* Mid, , lowing $©. « tW^ouirtr^ 



’ * 1 , ' ’ ' t 1 ' ‘ p' t , , 

that they did not make an eflbrt to put their views 
into practise/ If they had, we should not have 
been paying eight millions a-year Poor’s-raie, four 
or five of which are levied for theunoccupied Poor ; 
but I do not think tha^heg^ntUvo^Wid which 
is enough for thei’/^'subsisteme^Wi^^yQV keen 

It must vary according to the quality of the 
ground. Nor do I think the Poor have ever been 
subject to th.e restrictions which I have suggested, 
both as to the manner of cultivating, and in not al- 
lowing the sale of any of the Produce ; and if those 
restrictions be not attended to, the thing will again 
fall to the ground. There will be nothing lost by 
it, but those who have tried it will I fear be so pre- 
judiced against the plan, that they will not .again 
attempt it. 
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J\T pic&cnt in Engird th$rc is a Tax cabled Poor Rate, of 
nearly 8 millions a year, raised for the support (not altogether of 
the jufiuu, orphan, and *widow, as originally intended, but) of the 
unemployed poor of England : tl^at is, a Parmer is obliged to $up- 
poit those whom he cannot employ* Then the evil complained of 
by Funnel* ib, that they have not sufficient employment for the 
poor, and the tpx oi jmor rate fo> their subsistence is so great, that 
it will ihorlly consume all ‘their profits ; and the complaint of the 
pooi 1 ^, that when they apply for employment they have none given 
to then), and that tbey,aie obliged to subsist on the miserable 
weckl) allowance ghen by the Parish, ox-gent in gangs to work in 
some degrading employment, where they frankly own they never 
earn half a (luj V labor. 

I propose in the most simple way a remedy for these evils ; tliat 
is to lessen the Tax and give more employment, and it is thus: — 
Let every agricultural laborer, ami every other person that t$ so 
placed , and has it in hit powjer to cultivate a spot of (/round, have 
enough land to ram the produce he actually consumes for himself 
and family , and enovpfc aim to keep and fatten a Ptg or t%o ; 
this land to be cultivated during: his teiwb hours, or lather in those 
limns duimg which the Parmer cannot now employ him: and I 
culnihtethat an average acre in quality of arable land, the lent , 
abryut 30s., will jaifcu food at the present prices and fatten a pig or 
tvv$ (when cultivated "by a poor man, the ground befog close to his 
homc,^r as near asfilc^n be placed, if around his voltage so much 
the foitteij, w h^'h, if that poor man had fo buy, would cost 1dm at 
least C W, the pig being taken into account. 

In a Pamphlet ^cificfo ^published in 1828, od the Poor and Poor 
Laws, 1 quoted ajyp cxampl^h laboier of my fathers, who deceives 
4s, bd pci vvoe*^f\ l’4$ t pgr year, he Jiaving g wife ml \ m 
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children ; and I state' that that man with his* family has sufficient 
time, during Mb unoccupied hours, to cultivate an acre of ground » 
and Uiis acre will yield him fopd to the amount of £14. If ho hud 
it to buy, and which he is to hare in lieu of £11 14&, being an 
advantage to him of '£2 6s., the difference between £11 14s. and 
£l4ft and also an advantage to the parish of £ 10 4a,, the difference 
between the 30s. worth of ground and £11 14s. In money. 1 do not 
confine myself to always giving an acre, but to that quantity of 
ground which will be considered sufficient. I think, in most places 
half would he. Nor do I confine myself to the crops I have men- 
tioned, if the poor cat other food *, hut what I confine myself to is, 
to give them enough land, not more, to grow what they actually eat , 
and to bn in those crops that will most equalize the labour through- 
out the year, and, by changing those crops, not ruin their ground. 

Mv object is to show how little land is necessary, and at whal 
* little expense ihi< plan may be set ip motion. 

1 recommend <1 the land to be cultivated in the following nnuincr, 
and for (he following reasons,. 

Tnr. pfee'* of ground to be divided into 4 equal parts, and tin 
mops eh'M^ed regularly. 

\ ?te ic Wheat For Broad, producing 8 Winchester bushels. 

I Barley to fatten the Pi^s, producing 11 or 1*2 ditto. 

,J Potatoes fot the Family and Pigs, producing 100 ditto. 

1 Ye»o tobies fur ditto. 

Pcutiap* it would bo better to have a larger proporfu n of wheat, 
and less of potatoes. In making inquiries as to what a family ot 
six ( I found that the labourer with his family, of whom I have 
already spoken, did not rat, when be had nothing else, above CO 
bushels of potatoes a year $ and now he would have in addition 
fee id, bacon, and other \*cgctabl<?k. ♦ , # 

My firs* reason is That changing the^cr^ps regularly for each 
piece of ground is the best way of cultivating v * % 

2. As these different crops Tequire to^be sown* and reaped at 
different time*, the laborer has no occasion to. withdraw bfiftaboui 
at any one period from his employer, ar in each day, o’- 

perhaps less, would be sufficient for his own ww k ; or if he have a 
x/ifc twji family, they might he abl cultiy^J this little Spot so 
wlfear theif^iome. - It would be better if'tlf wiUtt and other crops 
were <j£ djffpr0j&rttL y^ich be *o\yn 
$fff4 to^ di vjl^iEhelabo ur stilrmor^ qqiJSlly fhr 


different 

fctibut tT 


! &£SSP 

«*$**?. 
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3. As these are the crops winch are sufficient for their own 
consumption, there is no necessity for either selling or buying, w hich 
ought not to he allowed, in order to prevent not only the loss the - 
laborer must Sustain both in buying and selling, but also the loss of 
time in going to and /rom tho market, and perhaps getting drunk 
besides ; and also the loss of manure the ground would sustain, if 
the straw were sold- - ' * 

The advantages that will accrue from giving enough land to the*" 
agricultural poor of England, to enable them to raise a sufficiency 
of food for themselves 

1. If given hi lieu ot poor rate, it would be in proportion of 1 to 
8 in favor of the fanner or landed proprietor, and allow the poor 
man to gain for his, labor between £2 and 3 ; because 30s. worth 
of land will enable a poor man to raise food worth £ 14 or 15. 

2. It would be the means of giving the poor more employment^ 

and make them industrious, and I should hope by these means tIP 
lessen crime. , ' 

3 It would cause more food to be raised m the country ; because 
cveiyspot so cultivated would be better cultivated. 

4- It would do away with a great deal of unnecessary horse 
labour ^because now there aic many horses employed in carrying 
the food of the pom : for at present the loaf, or rather the corn, 
that a poor man cats, might have been giown some distance from 
the village he lives in. The food consumed by those unnecessary 
horses would be another addition. 

5. Tuunc would not be that waste in spots cultivated close to 
home as when cultivated iu a large ^extent of country. 

„ 6. Ir would he a saving of ncarfy 7 millions per year to the 
eounti y, the poor rate being 8 millions. 

an It would 1 1 duee nil wages for labor, us food would bo cheaper, 
mr/tlieieforC tyrtichfc °f manufacture would be cheaper, ami 
England would thus f Cc enabled to compete more easily with foreign 

counting, 

8. I thtnk lid# jtLa few years the Poor-rate will be forgotten. 
Thoie may be no i Wishing* though the law% may remain still in 
fone t and the la^cT gifcn^yill be as part of wages, > 

1) It will not re'juiJ ^so much money for circulation in England *, 
because the food of -the agricpUurai Poor jv ould not be bought, t 
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but growi/nt jtUdr tiomcs^ whicu iflbhey may be used for other 
purpose*. 

in. No good ran arise to a poor man having wee gu and Urns 
Hit* pioiitae of whnh he can consume ; because il hruibcftny < i ig 
for Sale, ho cannot Sell it for mote than aFatmei does, uud the 
Fuiwoi'b expenses me not to gieut in taking it tb market ; an I 'li 
time he (tlio laboret) woulcrfake to go to market, would be moie 
profit a hi} employ < d if vvoikmg for a Former. 

. 11. Ins r n advantage to a pooi man to laise his produce hi ns 

KmuU a quantity of ground a& possible, because he will require less 
labor to do if. 

1*2. It will be no advantage to the Farmer to give Iceland thtn 
is sallicicnt to raise his produce, because he w ill have to give gurney 
in the proportion of 8 to 1, 

13. Putting the Government in the saiqc light as Farmers, or 
(landed Pioprielois, the same mutual advantage would atteud Go- 
vernment and its laborers ; because Government have nunc labor- 
cis than they cun conveniently employ, and itisnoeess'uv to Jieop 
up a v Ci tain number, and by this plan fhe^ might im’oiu 1 iheu 
niunlnu , so as lo'be mote prepared should a war suddenly com- 
mence, There is generally land belonging to government m %ie 
neighbourhood of its atsenals and dock-yards, which might be 
easily appiopiiated for that purpose* Some of this land I know is 
very had ; then hi them have it for nothing for the hist thiec or 
four }ens, and they will soon get it into good ordei ; foi they have 
manure in abundance near all largo towns. 4 

11. EamiNO our owu food will make us uuue independent of 
oihet countries. Jd^ 

15, It adopted in Ti elan ait would be attend < d with the s t< rae 
mutual advantages as in JBnglaud, as an Irish one is as good as ad 


English on*. I 

1C, Ir would be attended with a physical Wv&ui age as ^elPus a 
moral, bee aw sc, industry is the foundation of keahh and moialit), 
which I think the foundation of true Re%ion : ami let thofe 


if- 


J< * AJpnwd of mini*, to whom J fipwf' tbii tnannsonnt r*wi(!, wo« kind enough 
naff* the followin'; r^mm k — ’ ■* W tny nJ tiifl reil at Dunleaty (now 
ngV|V>*p) near Dublin, who are ^mployfrd nLfi<5\mrhour have toitled 
fn*u\Mpi a baie, mowy hill to rtar uf the Tow® U»y have cultivated small 
fob gof ground, it Is v Vacant io b * p them and thr>r fanuluw* wolrkaig in the 
tbeuijabor in hmsjjeii tlul<treaJapii the Pig , deaeili t fctyc,% 


*wid, was kjmd enough 
eil at Dunleavy (now 
niff r born* have tottled 
y !ia v t* cultivated small 
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iMiiimsi.’sU vvligTxci 1 themselves in tho cause of rdigioh, coi$jn&i$e 
1>\ j<ittlJigit in the power of the Poor to bo industrious*, auAttieie 
« on he no hoSK j way than giving them an opportunity to raise 
tilth uu a food. : 

Tir\r kind of employment which many weliriatentioncd people 
gu". hy making articles for sale, merely as sir employment, is bad, 
foi. this reason; when those articles arc y/rfadc there is generally 
grcit difficulty in selling them, and they,who hare exerted them- 
seises in giving tips employment, ,have then to exert themselves to 
get the ai tides sold, and $hduT?l any tilings happen to prevent the 
patrona of this description of work from lending thcli aid, the 
thing falls to the ground, and’ then the poor are iu greater distress 
than ever. • . * 

17. It wonhl not*tcnd to increase the population among the poor 
so much as the pTpsent System ; because at present a poor man 
knows that he has a family, the parish must provide for them, and 
the man with a family is Better off than the single one, and thore- 
foie people are driven to marry ; but I fear not an over-population, 
for the more I see of the world the more room I find in 'it for the 
abruption of the surplus population of any country. 

Ifc. It would cause the Poor to feel more interest in' their own 
country, as they would then have something which they might call 
theii ow ri ; and it would lead to their feeling a proper independence, 
that their happiness and comfort was caused hj their own imlustn, 
hid thinkful to the landed proprietor who enabled them to be- 
come hO 

ID. Timur, will bp no occasion for any expense in emigrating under 
the plea that we cannot grow food enough for our owu population, 
for if one acre will be sufficient for a family of six, how many 
families will 33 millions of acres now cultivated iu England sub- 
sist ; amiy?very uncultivated acre is capable of being cultivated ; 
ttndJBJSnuprovcnictff in agriculture will make tho giound pio 
di.ee more. % And wjpy should we not, look for, improvement in that 
branch as wvll as in 'other, s 1 Wc have ncaily tln^w hole world to 
range foi seed, Vvnfj Ve not only find grow in England, but giow 
with gi cat product en»j»« * w 

, -- ’ y - ■"* * j 

form the dung bib Vo *■ takes thr hrnvior work } lb on* who haw? st‘Ul*d 
,1, this wa# apnonr Jbwitihy, Jpppy, and rowntted, and fafin a Colony ot %aluabK 
p>mlu*nij|u», Aiidauttci laborer®, within mitpi of Dublin. ' jp 
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20* Tins advantages of tins plan, over the cultivating of waste 
ground, arc*, that you require little or no capital to commence With ; 
and it will be to the advantage of all parties that the poor should 
have the best ground, because the landed proprietors would give 
less land, and th<( poor man would not. require as much labour, 
when he can produce as much on a small piece of ground a* on a 
large : and it is uaturaf ^suppose that the waste grounds at present 
are the worst, or they would have been cultivated before ; added to 
which there must be great expense in bringing them into cultivation, 
and in raising the necessary buildings that will require to be placed 
on this Lind, 

21. With the present system, that is, whore the Farmers pay 
their wages ahd poor-rate in money, they have to send their coni 
tu market to raise that money, and the consequence is, that it 
requires more land for the support of the agricultural laborers 
than for the manufacturer ; and it ought to be the reverse, for the 
agricultural laborer's corn having been taken to market, must bo 
brought bac^^agaia, reqturbg more horses (as the. man u fact u « cm 
lives at the town where the corn is takcu), and those extra horses 
extra laadv 

2*2. If would give the industrious an opportunity to raise them- 
selves above the idle, t 

There are many other numerous advantages which, under the 
present circumstances, 1 (par to n late, as I might be considered 
wild and extravagant; but 1 will conclude by saying, tlmtf will 
prove to the Farmer that it Wilt be to lia advmtjngo, as lie will 
decrease his e> ponses nearly one-half ; to the poo;* man, that, ho 
will be more independent and more certain of a minieicoey of food, 
and of better quality, *u*d his wage.; will procure him more articles 
of luxury, as they will be cheaper; to the Manufacture**, that he 
will be able fo compete more easily wiriulbn-igu cou nt r i es, and 
also the Agriculturists at home will make af'rnater demSlBNPb^' 
for manufactures ; to the Statesman, that heVrill not be depending 
on other countries for his food ; to the Maids, there will he more 

+ */<>« mov hive proof of ihe arfv anlageof Che ioS,lo°pI(» having land, for 
in almost any village there in genera tty ouC or two wlmfpfvt: land; let anv fanner 

J tfiue^l'titlond, and he will only v Alike ft a f a few This man probably 

nil receive ro relief from the ; tako*4#,U h** 11 die parish 

till have to give him relief in the proportion of portpthat the value of hi a land 
v aw worth in 'billings.. The only poor who imwfaavr land are those that have 
r hrlNuiiovt l*'dustriou8 and sober, amt ever v. vrar the number of these mmole, lmana^ 
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unices, as there ib plenty of room lor t w to Increase and mul* 
Mpi/; to the old Mauls ficsli hopes, or at all events they will 
hue less restrictions as moiality increases and depravity lessens; 
<<» the Married, there will he no danger of not providing for tlieij 
ofhpimg, provided they bring them up with feelings, that cxoition 
on their parts will always biing them forwar^and that theie is 
plenty of 100m for exertion: this rcfjtfif to the sons; — their 
Daughters, I hopi% they will be relieved* from before they have 
e raped their teens ; J to the Fox-liunter, that be shall have more 
ass to go over, beuiuse the land so cultivated would be better 
4 iil(ivn»ed, and then it would not require so much land in cultivation 
<is \u* have at present, that land thrown out of cultivation would 
m a short time become giass ; the man who is fond of shooting 3 
then* will be lntter lading for the patiidges in the poor man’s 
pot itoe^ and wheat-stubble, — which lattci I hope will he stronger 
than whew gtown in a laigo faim : — and in short I will prove that it 
'uli be to the advantage o*f everyone, with the exception of the 
U< t dims of food, who mqst retail ^onn thing else ; to the Physician 
1 iimst sny theie will be less disease, but more accidents ; let him 



vJuuim i Mr Finhtswt, sav* the ‘Scotsman/ has made out n 

Uli t. shot* ut,; lo u Krv traction what a woman’* chances ot marriage are for 
m 1 1 \ i 1 1 1 1 li i ti‘i Of one thousand mamtd womtu.iahtn wtthofti selection, 
i i, I i.i ti I ihat i! ennmher nift,n< rt at « ich age is as bolow, or it, by anthmeticaJ 
Hi in, wt t all u w u» n/s c ho net's ut marriage in the whole course of tier life 
1000 1 <.r « li met*, in tm i two Mars will bo as shown ju the Table : * 
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' At tidy Surgery; to the Lawyoi's loss crime ; os lo the Ttogues, the 
sooner they ore out of England the better, to try to uuiRc't&em- 
s elves honest men in other countries. 

P£fU3Ai>s it may bp necessary to say how I would bring this plan 
into operation. * v 

In t u parish whercUhey wore agreed as to .its utility, they would 
only have to call in soiho disinterested person who know's n rthimr 
of any party, to point out the most eligible spots for the Pom, 
— -placing each spot as near each house as possible, and then 
valuing cm ;li spot for the payment of* those whoacMnnd should 
happen u» be selected, and each former paying in proportion ns lu- 
bad paid poor-rates ; add to whidi^he seed to commence with, a 
small pig, a spade, hoe, and rak^^jf Those poor, who are so infiiiu 
or sick as not to be able to work,, should also have ground and 
people paid to cultivate it for them : hut there are very few in a 
parish who co, i Id not throughout the your work u piece of ground 
large enough for themselves, and „wlw* would consider it onl) .m 
amusement ; then they would only require a small sum tor ilmb 
other comforts. 

Jr a parish were held by one landlord, he might arrange it as he 
wished. 

If the parish did not agree amongst themselves, what is to pro- 
, vent any indhklual from adopt igg it \giji his own laborers, nr ctmi 
other people’s^ by 

(the*! almrers), to repay him tin* poor-ratty^r a proportion of i», 
as they meeived it from thepaiisi; (this cannot he done until after 
tin first yenr, when the poor man will haw* hh> crops, ami then 
no occasion for the parish .relief, which is no loss to the perum, 
who gives the ground, because if he cultivated it hinmclfho wmijd 
receive no money t’or it until his crops were giown and sold), should 
. the parish then stop the ftboreiV pay, onlthc plea that lhe>Jt*i 
landed were well-off; and also to uflnoy tflte iiiflividual who gaw 
the land, then # he (the individual) is not oVly to take the land 
back again, hut also the crops, as the lalwirirs will not have paid 
or them ; this woultUhrow the }*o0r peop|> MSiou the miserable 
subsistence of the parish, which w'ould caus? such dlssn- 

AJfactjon amongst them, that, no 1 %rm^^ 4 hink, woul^darc 
yro oppose *it. 
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Whv should there riot be a law passed, directing tljfti whoever 
i«Tu‘v,rs the Poor Books, a fair proportion ehoi&i bo allowed: jto 
The ra%nure of the pigs, with the wheat and barlcy efcfUW, 
and the dirt that is usually made round a dpttage," would be ample 
for this piece of ground: it would thch b? found that dirt is valu- 
able, and we should have cleaner Towns, Parish^, arid Streets* < 

FINIS. 


The following Note respecting tjiis paper was sent to me by a friend 
holding a high situation at the. Isle of France ; * 

“ Port Louis, August 21, lH$Q. * 

• * 

1 T have road your little treatise with great pleasure. You tell 
your story so dearly and good humouredly, that it mast convince, 
every body : I have no doubt, but that your system will gradually 
(*A tend and finally prevail. What misery and starvation it would 
hue prevented at the present crisis of unexampled pressure on the 
lower classes at home, if it had been in general use from the period 
when you first published. The grcht feature of your plan is, that 
the amelioration does not require years to put it in practice ; it 
might in one year extend over the whole empire by tho fiat of an 
Act of Parliament ; the result would be apparent in every corner 
c f the kingdom in a few mouths : all the world would be employed 
have food mid shelter, and no lime or occasion for whining and 
, in veiling in idlonessjr v and discontent, m shewing .their teeth y\ 
rebellious turbuicncfc ” 

;■ . \ 5 „ ■ , 

, G. GREIG, }’Ht. EB, AeIZERSGRACHT, OAPK tOW\. ' 
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D R. TYTL E 

r SUBSTANCE.” 

By Jeremy Carver, M. D. 

Answer a fool according to his Jolly, lest ho 
Pe ivise in his own. conceit. 


R ’ Sr 

V 


Solomon . 



PREFACE, 


/ 

Be not alarmed, gentle reader^ It is not mf 
intention to dissect the Corporeal Substance 
*>f Dr. Tytler and -tbits prematurely deprive 
society of so bright an ornament, but the 
“ Substance of a Discourse in vindication of 
the Divinity of our Lord,’’ just published by 
him, and distinguished for that strength of ar- 
g ament, df-pth of research, and fertility of inven- 
tion, which have ever characterized the produc- 
tions of this extraordinary writer. With these' 
views of its merits, it may be permitted me, 
without incurring the imputation of improper 
motives, to express my opinion that it is deficient 
in thatclear and methodical arrangement which 
is necessary to render its excellencies access- 
ible or even anparent to the majority of his 
readers; and the object therefore which 1 pro- 
pose to myself in the subsequent pages, is to 
resolve it into its constituent parts or first prin- 
ciples, in order that the public may enjoy the 
full benefit of bis investigations, and may per- 


*C£ive haw.mii^i they are indebted at once tpj 
the glowing (jloquence of, his tongue, and to the 
masterly effort of his pern 

Such an it is hoped, will be accept^ 

able to all partus -*o the Doctor himself— to 




A 2 



PREFACE 


•\ 




his professed adherents— and to the Unitarian* 
against whom his labours are directed. That it 
■will please fcjie Doctor himself i* argued from 
the consideration that it will flatter his known 
■vanity to have afforded a t ext which others 
make it their business to comment upon and 
illustrate. That it will please his professed 
adherents is supposed on the ground that 
they will here obtain the marrow and cream 
of his system without the tedium of protract- 
ed attention or the effort of continuous 
thought; without which it would otherwise be 
' impossible even for them , — uot to speak of 

others more renowned for obtuseness of intel- 

> 

Ject — to extract a single idea from the Doc- 


tor’s magniloquence. That it will please the 
Unitarians is certain because they are fully 
convinced — no matter upon what insufficient 
grounds — that the more pertinaciously Trini* 
tarianism, and especially such Trinitarianism 
is preyed upon the public attention, the more 
irresistible will be the rebound of the good 
sense and rational religion of the present age. 


0 


^Calcutta, June 6, 1823. 


Jtj/rMV Carver.\ 



DISSECTION 

OF 

DDUBo WTILmB 9 ® 

*• r'lfcslanfr." > 

s 

Credo, quia impossible e«t 

TertulUau. 


The first part of Dr. Tvtler’s M Substance*' 
which presents itself for Dissectiou is the Pre- 
face, and as it contains some highly interesting 
matter, it would be altogether unpardonable 
to pass it by without adequate notice. 

1. The Doctor, .with a view, no doubt, to 
conciliate the prejudices of his hearers and 
Readers, hasjgcquired by long study and in- 
dustry a 'wonderful facility in the employ-* s 
/Blent of the* ordinary expressions oNs^triesy 
and politenejfir Of this various proofs might 
be adduce^ .instance like all other great 
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ioothing tendency at the very commencement 
of his book.-^ He informs us that “ in the 
course of the vbar 1822, some letters of a very 
blasph mcrns tendency'' “ weri* printed in the 
columns of ihe Calcutta Journal.” Shortly 
after he sneaks of the u Infidel Tenets'' and 
“ heretical doctrines' of Uuita’ims. And at 
page 12 in a beautiful climax, and in the most 
pathetic language, h& warns his readers against 
‘•thesnirit which has successively shewn itself iu 
the heresy of Arius, the blasphemy of Mahomet, 
and the infidel tenets of Socinus and the mo- 
dern Unitari .ns.’’ It must be admitted in. 
dee 'I** jthrit tnese mellow strains occur much 
less ‘frequently in the printed “ Substance" 
th n in the preached “ Discourse,’’ but let not 
this be understood to the Doctor’s disadvan- 
tage. He washononrahly apprehensive that the 
mild and conciliatory language which he adop- 
te I at the public meetings and which is most 
congenial to the. uniform teuour of his gentle] 
spirit, would, if orese ited totqmt to the public 
in print, he construed into nman and cringing sy- 
cophancy, which his manly and^fnerous souf^ 
as much il^sdaius as it does the low .and obscene 
wit of>Jjillingsgate. 

2. .The Doctor informs uc' 'ill A/’ the letter* 
written, in the Calcutta Jp'.wr.«al by the Unite- 
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flans “ impugned the Divinity of djir Lowland 
Saviour Jesus Gbrwt.” By this^da’ode of ex- 
pression, used without any qualification or e*> 
ceptiou, I understand that the Unitarians in 
every sense and iq/^ery respect deny the Di- 
vinity of Jesus Christ ; aud this 1 think a piece 
of information so important as t o -de serve to 
be separately uotieed. With fhe rest of the 
public and even with th^liwitariiius themsel- 
ves, I had ignorantly imagined that they only 
impugned the Divinity of ids person white 
they sincerely believed, according to a learned 
writer t d that denomination, in the “ Divinity 
of ms Gospel , of his authority, of his character, 
of his miracles, and of his pres°ut and future 
exalted offices." But of course the- Doctor 
possessing superior meat s of information 
knows mu< It better thau this writer, or an'’ of 
the Unitarians, what they affirm aud wha. they' 
deny, what they believe and what they disbe- 
lieve; aud therefore on his authority, they must 
henceforth cousider themselves, and alt the 
world must consider them, as impugning that 
which they-h^ve hitherto believed to be sup- 
ported by tjie strongest evidence. ““ 


3. On^tlfB* same authority we learnllut 
Rammohln’Ro*. although challenged hv Dr. 
Tytler was guHtp^f the most “ preposterous 
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conduct,” aji& that he really “ shrank from the 
contest” with him, except on the condition of 
Us bein' carried pn through the medium of a 
Missionary. The Doctor, as a professed teach* 
er of Christianity i’s by far'too lenient in his 
treatment of this apostate from Hindoo idolatry. 
He did r.>rnjerely shrink from a contest with 
the Doctor — he scampered with the ut- 
most trepidation, fearin' even to look behind ; 
and if toe Doctor con Id only for a moment 
hare caught ins eye, a single glance would 
bare been qni>e sufficient to annihilate his 
' antagonist. The fact of this disgraceful flight 
is certain — the cause of it is still left in consi- 
derable doubt. If 1 might be permitted to 
hazard a conjecture it would be this. Ram- 

mohun Rov it is well known is a native of this 
¥ 

country and consequently less acquainted with 
‘ the English language thaU Dr. Tvtler to whom 
it has been familiar from his infancy. Now 
the Doctor like all other learned men is in the 
habit of using common words in a very uncom- 
mon sense, and Rammohun Roy like another 
fpreigneis knows only the comfibnest words ^ 
of. the language, and those in (heir fnost usual ■ 
meayif When therefore i)r. T viler in his pub- 
lic letters ami in his private communication cal* 
led his^ipponwnts blasphemers, heretics, apostates, 
infidels, Mohum mudans, Sar deals, & c. &c. &C, 
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Rammohun Roy, instead of considering these 
as terms of endearment, agreeably’ to the po- . 
lite and learned dialect of-fout* language, and 
intended by the DoctjA to remove all asperi- 
ties of temper from tne controversy in which 
he proposed to engage, eiiher hav ing pever . 
heard, or having forgotten that yiere vyaa 
such a dialect, interpreted^ therein their very 


lowest And most vulgar seuse as terms of re- 
proach, and consequently was realty although , 
most unnecessarily, as every one must per- 
ceive, frightened at such a tremendous can- 
nonading directed against him even before he 
had time either to accept or decline the 
challenge that was offered to him. That a_ 
fright produced in some such way us this was 
the real cause of Rammohun Roy’s apparently 


disgraceful flight appears to me extremely., 
probable, but I am by no means prepared to 
affirm it with certainty. 


v “^r The Doctor next states that although 
ihunraohuu R^y "remained in the back ground, 
“ a number of life European retninei /“BMflfe 
forward." Dr. Tyljer, as we have ah^idy 
noticed, dismayed” the most Christian com? ^ 
maud of temper and of language bilh before^ 
the controversy commenced >nd\ trying “fetf 
continuance, and no-yv after ttyk victuals gain- 
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ed, artd it* •“ trophies” have , been exhibited 
iu the public papers, he disdains to trample 
on a fallen enemy, or to impeach the good 
intentions or upright motives of those wh» na 
he has so signally discomfited in argument. 
The Unitarians, poor unfortunate nights! also 
be*st •» v-i tory, notwithstanding ail that the 
Doctor savt^lo the contrary, and even ntatn- 
tain, contrary td whatever e.ery body knows 
and in ignorance or forgetfulness of that dia- 
lect of our language which the Doctor con- 
stantly emp'oys, that in the URe of such terms 
Jhisjinlv object is to bring those into hatredi 
and contempt whom he has been disappoint- 
ed in bringing within the pale of bis own 
orthodoxy. 1 have learned that under this 
false impipssion one of the persons w ho sup- 
posed himself aggrieved by the language above 
quoted, demanded an explanation ftom the 
l)or tor. amt upon receiving a reply containing 
only an aggravation of the presumed offence, 

he intimoted to the Doctor that unless he re- 

' *"* ’ 

canted, certain epithets would heappheifto 
hipj^ dgf.crintive of those whplvve a peculiar. 
Vlre gani y tr;Hli and to the jv- nutation of iheir, 
lif.i. !i fCiu/s. The D’ »ctor justly indignant at 

Jf V » 

^wy ntieuiot to curtail the libi rty^f speaking 
i w’.-nimr, swore, before a magist a’e that 
~4l/is punting peremptory 'contra dicuous of 
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hi* assertions badjput him in bocfiify fearT'and 
consequently gotvhim bound over to keep the 
peace. To superficial observers this may ap« 
{ear inconaistentvwitji the hue and cry 
which he raised a&Ktinst the Unitarians for 
having as he assured the public (but which 
they denied) threatened him iviih a-proscfu 
tion on account of his rnagnauiinofts exposure 
ot'th 'ir blasphemies. but t© those who look 
below the surface there is no inconsistency at 
ah. The Doctor is an orthodox *beli, ver and 
therefore has an unquestioned right to put his 
'opponents- under legal restraint — they are 
“damnable heretics” and have no claim upon 
the law for the protection either of their per- 
sons, property, or reputation. ^ 




5. Finally, we are informed, on the same ex- 
cellent authority, that the public have honour- 
ed h<« Lectures with their “ most gratifying 
applause” In tittering my corroborating tis- 
ony to this fact I am very far from wishing 
intimate that without such corroboration 
the DoctorS&s^tenjent wonld be th e lyss j )e- 
serving of credit. *Very far from t^-A'lfcij^ugh 
was personall y j^ ryaged in the eontY>ve7uvh^ 
has been throughout distinguish^ for tfr 
equanimity and freedom from p^tyf^ia&rfwbic- 
dictate the most uiihesitat^*^^ 5 6 

' JB 2 Imposition ; and ibex. 
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whktgver hek£<ys respecting Either his own m%- 
rils or the' demerits ot his opponents, his own 
success or their defeat. Notwithstanding, how- 
ever the sufficiency ■ of his /independent evi- 
dence, were it merely lg/ a fiord pleasure to 
myself, I am happy in biling able to confirm 
all that he has said. Tht\ Doctor did indeed 
revive tlie w iri(»8t thundering and consequently 
“ most gratifying appj/use” from his audience, 
a thoa »li that applause was not the object at 
which he aimed. Indeed the insinuation that 
he forgot the difference between a Theatrical 
. performance and a Theological lecture, and . 
sought tho^e plaudits at the one which he iu 
vain laboured to earn at the other is altogether 
without foundation. Were not the Doctor 
as'TSu.iattfy distinguished for the low estimate 
which he has formed of himself, as he is. nobly 
distinguished for the heights to which he 
soars in his speculations, he well might be 
proud of the applause which he received espe- 
cially considering the character and age of 
those who bestowed it. Venerable patriarch^*" 
whose hoary hairs had almost^nyimhered the 
days Sheen or sixteen tweltve-ruonths were 
“to be sepfl gtvlftg their feeble < hut welcome res- 
poq^es to {he boisterous shout»*«f some active 
't ^Tpliugs, al zealous as they were ^oung, who 
'Wlv; - ,-^ached their fiftieth or stx- 
^-.v«rfs^ P *'^- 1 '* 8 Punier clast^being-posseBsed 
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<Jf that extent of , readjpg, dept$^pf erudition, 
*u<> rqaunity of. judgement which must have 
peculiarly qualified them to decide on tlut 
Doctor’? taleuts ^ud arfquireipeut® — and the 
latter pf that energy -of the intellectual powers, 
a A pd that freedom iijbai eaily prejudices, which 
npiust stamp the greatest value upftjg.tlie^n- 
tepce of approval 'which they 89' lpu.dly pro- 
nounced on his i.ectureh. , • 


Having thus disposed of the Doctor’s Pre* 
face, 1 now proceed to consider the Discourse 
itself; and. here it may he remarked that the/ 
field before me is not so extensive aVsoight at 
first view be supposed. For such is the Doc- 
tor's diffidence in his own injallude, Juterp/*«- 
tations, suph his confidence in the direct and 
and explicit testimony of scripture , to the 
great doctrine of a “ Trinity in Unity” that- he 
has occupied by far the greater part of his 
pamphlet with ample quotations from the 
\scriptures which, although they do nothappeu 
VyiT contain fhp ^remotest allusion to the subject, 
are yet of .em inent service to the c^lhse which 
he knows so w^H to support. 


w^i to SUJ 
■ftmowing 


1. In the ‘ASTTo wing Table I shjpl point?’ 
the propoition between the immoer nilinesl 
each page which the Puhliott^v^t<itthe jthflc tj, . 
iu the way of Original Composition aud ihe'.- 
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Rummer of lines in eachpage which the Doctor 
owe* to the inspired penmeu in the way of 
Scriptural Quotation : only premising that in 
BO'-t of those lines in which only one or two 
words belonging to the Doctor occur, the e«> 
tire lines bare been ascribed to him, in conse* 
qugn^^of, which the quantity of Scriptural 
Quotation, and of course the Doctor’s merit, 
is much greater than id reality appears. 



Orig. Com. 

Scrip. Qunt. 

Page i 

4 Lines. 

18 Lines. 
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%. If, by weans o^Uie preceding data, wt 
average the number of page* we 'shall find 
that of the eighteen whic§ make up the pam- 
phlet upwards of sk^Sre the production of 
the Doctor's active pen, and the remaining 
number belongs to the sacred writers. Who 
after this will say that he is deficient ?n jregpr* 
ence for the sciptnres, or that it is his object 
either to bring them into contempt bv the ab- 
surdity of his interpretations, or to supersede 
them by the reveries of his own 'imtginaijott? 


S’ Combining the preceding- enumerjdiniv' 
of lines and pages with the fact thai^rbe} Doc- 
tor himself has fixed the pi ice of his discourse 
to subscribers at one Sicca Rupee,, jv^cooml 
to the conclusion that the value he placed up- 
on his own proportion is somewhat less than 
six annas , thus affording a rare example of -bo- 
militv in the most difficult and trying of all 
characters, that of an author. The profound 


^investigations of his mighty mind, with the-re- 
^ suits of which he has favoured the public in 
this pamp&tet, he himself rates atjjo higher a 
price than Six^nnas! ( I 


4. Respecting the use to whicl/the DrW 
has applied these copious qnc|ta|inij9j frMj 
scripture, it m^y be remarl|Cecrh^j^j,^J& 
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sSwrely KlV up the page^feut are highly neces- 
sary to the illustration of his ideas and to the 
establishment of th«? positions which he lays 
diown. For instance hovil’cbuld Re, prove that 
tfeeUnitarians un'dfer the Christian dispensation 
resemble Korah, Dathan, and A biram under 
thcMcaaic law except by giving (pages 2 and 3) 
a foil account of the crijme and punishment of 
the latter from the hook of Numbers? How 


could he prove that Christ is the stone which 
the Wnitariatf buil’de'rs h ive rejected, without 
quoting (pages \o and IG) the record of Da- 
vid’s Victory over the Philistine “ with a sling 
and wfth a S trine'' / These are only two in- 
stances out of many which might he produced 
add whieh abundantly show how little depen- 
dence is to he placed upon the slv insinua- 
tions and hardy assertions of the Unitarians. 
They, like obstinate heretics as they are, con- 
tend that not one of ‘thfe’ passages which the 
Doctor h as quoted says a word about a Trini- 
ty of persons in the Unity of the Godhead^ 


or about ihe *• Kternal Triune' G«/d"; and that 
not oi>* of gavs that Jesus Christ had two 
filatures, or ih^tr.e was a Gnd-m^ni “ il»e Elernat 
Loffi.*;* “ life Divine Eternrft Lc^o*,” or *• the 
ktfi&Kcht.V Wdfd of God.” Nav' d’ith a degree 


VVdr 


te^uj grr-Jh^ 1 which can scarcely be equal- 
y 80 to saylhat he might 
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il veil hare quote (^entire Qopunishq'ds of the 
Ved, or unbroken Soorahs m the Koran, in or* 
der to prove the doaj^ipe'dT the Trinity or the 
Peity of Christ. But ail this evidently pro- 
ceeds from men whose minds are steeled a» 
gainst that conviction which the Doctor’s ar- 
guments are so well calculated to produce. 

6. The great burden of the Discourse is to 
prove, what the Unitarians to he sure have ne- 
per doubted, but of which it is therefore the 
more necessary to convince them, that Christ 
is “the door ’ i. e. the medium of Divine epm- 
puinicatioDB to mankind. To effect this he 
shows in a long quotation (p. 1) that the blood 
pt the paschal lamb was sprinkled “ on the 
two side posts and dn the upper door-post of 
the houses’* of the Israelite* — that John (p. 2-) 
in the ApoCalypSe saw “ a door opened iii hea- 
ven”— -that Jacob (p. 4) called that plaee “ the 
gate af heaven” where he had a vision of an- 
gAa-ascenoiog arid descending by a ladder — ■ 
ti'At the Hebrew’ lettei* IJheth (?> 5) resembles 
‘a dooi ' — thatTn a^gelof the Lord (p.-J >p t ' 
back the stone fromkhe door" of CVnsVfe tomb— 
and that Christ is n#presented in the Armeaiypse 
as saying(p. 9) * Behold 1 stand tljt the door 
and knock.” If the Doctdr’^-d'pponents hai^ 
pyer doubted Chest’s DWini* mission, surply- 



fhe*e aretyrortfs which' It*w,ould havp been im* 
possible foV them tojresist ! ’ 

V 

^ / 

6. The Doctor does rfot stop here. He not 
poly in this convincing manner proves that 
Christ is the door, hut also, that he is Jehovah, . 
J-lnr first proof of this (p. -i ) is that “ ‘ the woid 
pfthe Loru(Dubur Jehovah) came unto Abram, 

( Ht/ial Abi ant , was present or visibleto Abraip) 

4 «>n he (Dubur Jehovah, the Word or Logos 
Jeno.ah) said unto him l am the Jehovah that 
.(brought thee out of Ur of die ( huldees.’ " The 
paroing Unitarian critics, it is true, object that in 
the vfords IJch a l Abram there is nothing which 
signifies present or visible, ami mamtain that the 
true signification of the expression the. word of 
the Lord was (or, came) Abram is simnly 

this that A bram received a Divipe commun- 
ication. Simple blockheads! incapable of 
taking the lofty flights tp which the Doctor’s 
pinions alone are sufljeient, they would ob- 
lige him to grovel with themselves on the bay £ 
earth ! They would restrain, if 4hey could, 
po king, ^pagination by their owi*i»hal low ob r 
jections aiht-viVilanations! pie satpe remark 
?nay he. rapde respecting trts'- 4 eco«rf proof ( p. 
\M5)*whieh lk drawn from these words Tneos eti 
Logits*. thusv translated by him “ God was 
Ifca WoftiS*' Heta there is not merely, as ii^ 
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*tfte fort*er proof, improvement upon {].o 
translation, hut even the discovery of a rule in 
Greek construction hithitto uono i^en bv afl 
past Grammarians. r Nch» -olbovs ami Hub vis 
(seethe lat j Bishop MiddfHon's Doctrm^o the 
< jr« ek Artiol ) had hitherto sn.-p' s°d tbai thrf 
subject of a sample proposition v,’:*s den t^«t 
by having ill- article prefixed to i r, and .hat 
consequently he above s-min^ro s* ou!c ? e 
cons^ueu and transited 'flit* \P\ord was ’"id. 
But a brighter day has iv vv dawned itlv 
upon Grecian literature amt Hebrew lore nee 
Dr. Tytler apolied his mind to the invest ,,*<ion 
of these languages. Whether under ac- 
cording to the new or the old li 1 , it is an 
overwhelming evidence agains* if Unitarian 
heresy. Tlie abettors of that here-y. inoeerf^ 
fertile in expedients to evade the clearest m 
the strongest arguments, among numerous * 
iher considerations, such as that aligns ^n<i 
prophets are in Scripture called finds, s.igge^t 
the verb found here is ir* the past time — • 
fchat the words of the verse are not applicable 
to the Ever Living God who nevejj Whef 
lie is not — and t(\at therefore y«0fwnust be un- ' 
deist to I of sonsfe "character, offie?, or event 
past at the time the apostle wfote ; but alh* 
this, the Doctor Saw, is a mere smbterfir'e^ 
ftud consequently unworthy of'tW 

C 2 
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jiotice.'^Bis. Ulird jfroqf (p. <J, 7^ ip that 
“ the iwa»twho wffestled with Jacob’’ and who 
is called God was Neither “ the first person of 
the £ternal Triune Goittt^ad” nor the Hnh 
Elohiru or H ol y Spirit”and therefore he must have 
been Jesus Christ. This is so irresistibly con- 
wiucibg that by attempting to illustrate 1 should 
only obscure it. His fourth proof (p. 8) is of 
the same character. Having already proved 
that Christ is “ the door" because the Hebrew 
letter Hheth is in the shape of a door, he 
liere shows that one of the posts “ wasj broken 
by the trespass of Adam” and consequently 
that “✓the door” a«su ned the form of the He- 
brew character lie. But, he goes on to argue* 
this letter occurs twice in the word Jehovah 
and therefore Jesus Christ is Jehovah. Can 
any thing be plainer or more decisive? Rip 
fifth proof, and the last which 1 shall notice, 
is this. The blood of the paschal Lamb “ ip 
directed to be dashed upon the lintel and 
two side-posts of the door, in drops , or yodsj/ 
or jots.' 9 But a drop, or yod, or jot prefixed^, 
to the broken door or letter He jnakes the 
, wortT Von \jj,jcl» is a name equivalent to Je- 
hovah. W«ieu Jesus Christv. therefore aays 
l am the *loor” be “not only refers to the 
^»t}scha! d.oor” *• but in the most express and 
* explicit mauser, even more than mere words 
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can convey, declares Mi'Diyftfty.'*. This in* 
deed is one of the iDoctorJs^reat excellencies 
that he always seeks ami finds a meaning 
“ even more than m&rts words can convey.** 


7. The Doctor goes still farther. It has been 
most wickedly maintained that his flaming seat 
for Triuitarianism has arisen only front the cir- 
cumstance that it is the religion of i he greatest 
number. But this is most completely disproved 
by the fact that he has placed himself, at as 
great a distance from the standards of Establish* 
ed and Evangelical Orthodoxy affront those 
of Unitarianiam. With’ Unitarians hebfelieVes 
that “ the man Christ Jesus” is the “ one media- 
tor between God and men and differs from 
them in believing that this same Jesus is him* 
self God. With Trinitarians he believes that 
Jesus Christ is God ; and differs from them 
in believing that the Divine as well as human 
nature of Jesus expired upon the cross. Fie 
speaks ( p. 2 ) of “ the crucifixion of the 
JjORD,” (by which word thus printed every 
one must understand Jehovah) and jjfhat “ He 
expired upon thi cross’* ; and ^p$fmce the mat- 
ter beyond a doubt he says (page a ) that ** the 
Eternal Logos” “ shed his sacred blood npoit , 
the cross for our sinful sakes.” To a-person of\ 
ordinary miud the death of an Eternal Bsq ng 



f w 3' 

■> S 0 

«i<rht oi^fs, and oecasiort 

same difficulties; might find it embarass- 
i/ig to explain hov4«. when the' IJphoiuer of 
Universal Being ceased^TT^iive, all nature still 
continued to subsist. But the Doctor has a 
Wind to which' doubt is u strstugvr. »tiuJ*y 
Vrhich diffienbics are *mfV It. He can survey' 
me almost rnfimte s- He* of created and lb. |>pv< 
existioces, ami with thatsereniti oft ind wti’< it 
On such subjects, only Such minds fee , \<e r *»» 
pronounce the sentence of their et r ial run ihi. 
iitiou^ exclaiming JF*a# Tbinitas, ruutcceium/J / 


8. I '"have already* hi® occasion to refer to 
the Doctor's extraordinary humility, and, if any 
proof of it were wanting;, the one I ain about 
to adduce would be quite sufficient to show 
the proficiency to which he has attained in this 
Ghristianvirtue. By his habits of strict watchful- 
ness against every emotion of pride that arises 
it* his mind,, he* has at last brought, himself to 
Hie humiliating conviction that he himself is, ‘ 
not superior to Jesus Christ ; that his own ar^ 
gunaents ata not worthy of more regard than 
•the miracles**^ Christ; and tfiat the spirit of 
those who question or confute - the former 
‘is not worse than that of those who re- 
sisted the. evidence of the latter. To those’ 
whprmay hesitate to admit his claims to this 

f 
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Hitrli degree of siuctiU, ffiwgtojkji&evlhit xxfoftr 
words After a series of loTife- quotations frond 
scrinture to explain the nature of the Cabalft 
Off the Jens to which' the perverse Unitaiians, 
it appears, had compared t is arguments, he thus; 
prooeeos in p. II. 'lhose* '•therefore, who; 
declare a powerful argument whihbftemoft- 1 
titrates the Divinity of ,()ur Lord,- and-testi-* 
ties the doctrine of the. kiugdofn. of God ( t 
to proceed from the, Ciibala, or diabolieal.de-* 
Itpsions of Satan, • manifest openly .the s vine ! 
spirit which was exhibited by « the 'So^iBe&f 
which came down f. om Je’Usalena and Sarrl, ■ 
He hath Bee'zebnh, and hy the prince’of the* 
devils casteth he out devils.’ &c. &c. ” 1 leave 1 ! 
njy reader to ju Ige whether this quotation 
does not justify all I have founded upon it. 

0. I had marked many other invaluable v 
morsel* for critical dissection which I find my 
limits will not peirait me to notice. I parti- 
cularly regret this with’ rdspeot: to uumerotpr, 
je^mnples which I had collected ofjclo-ie iea«n 
Sjiiiin/ in • which the Doctor* is Sj^ most uu- ; 
parallelled adept. , 1 nutst^h^wever now. 
content myself with requesting the readers of 
his Dus Miirse to pay especial attention to the * 
ft; i cn , ( »d value of th* words for, beca sc. u'Aer£ 
fore, thaefi re, wherever tjicy are to be^uetj 
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futireturoof pteafareaad improvement. ' ' •’• 
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,;Mb My reader* wU4 have observed that t 
Wettitherte met with nothing which has hot 
received* and justly, the expression of toy warm- 
•sit approbation. To prevent the Doctor 
fcomsappoSiog that 1 am a servile admirer of* 
hm Ulenta. l must in conclusion notice one 
thing: in whichmy opinion differs very material- 
ly from his. He speaks (p. 10) of the Cabala, 
sued '^Indeed of tike “ mystical system of inter- ’ 
in general, as •* a magical delusion 
proceeding from the Devil/' This i cannot but 
lament. Is not the mystical system of inter- 1 
peatanon* as necessaryto support th» doctrines 1 
of Jpriuitarian Divines as of Jewish Rabbis 1 
Andjdoes not the Doctor, with a degree of in- 
'cousistency which I confess 1 did not expect 
from him, adopt the very cant of Unitarians^ 
When he reprobates and deprecates mystery 
sffllfoysucisni t Lei the Doctor reflect serionsj/ 
on this subject, 1 cannot for a moment’ oermit*! 
myself to suppose that he has any secret leap-' 
lag <to tJtiimK*mi*h^ 1 earnestly pray that it 
may never have such a Champion. 

rt . 
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• JEagnt Carve a, 
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i iX£ /oar acridity of baited, nor the envious fan* 
grew of titikeral jeahttsy, dwells not in the anatomy 
of English minds', and a gentleman of ymr known 
candour , would never scrutinize the man, where the 
merit was prominent. The truly ingenuous forget 
the enemy where eminence appears , and give credit 
for social virtue, even to a fit. In the present in- 
stance, you will decide with your superior Sagacity , 
whether genuine and deserved celebrity dots exist ; 
and as the public opinion upon this point, will be much 
influenced by your Judgement, I have no doubt you 
will give it with the unnarrowed gallantly of a Bri- 
tish Soldier. 


The man of widely-extended information and length- 
ened expedience, does not bestow his admiration with 
the epbimeni of the moment , neither will he zvorsbip 
whom success smiles upon ; for he is secretly aware 
bow often-— fortune favours fools, and cir - 
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cvmspeeiiOit accordingly guides bis decision i hence , 
when the Life if a Republican is laid before you, the 
sword of Loyalty , which superior discrimination has 
wisely armed you with, will be employed in jtern'Jut- 
lice, in annihilating , if deserved, the thread of its 
reputation , now that the oblation is at your feet. 

There is a peculiar propriety in submitting the 
investigation of the sacred military character to the 
decision of a true Soldier , or to one whose sword, 
like yours, is ever forwdrd in the service of his coun- 
try ; and if the public will not allow that 1 have 
succeeded in any other particular relative to tb s Me- 
moir , in seeing so reputable a name as yours prefixed 
to the Dedication, they will at least admire the res- 
pect with which 1 have the honor to be, believe me, 

SIR, 

Tour obsequious, Obeisant, 
And attached Advocate , 

THE EDITOR. 



In every matter fubmitted t6 public' ptfufai, 
the attainment of fome objeft, Should at leaft 
juftify the liberty taken in univerfal ihtrufion ; 
at prefent, more than one circumftance has 
induced the Editor to be thus emboldened, 
and the opennefs with which he will proceed 
to flate them, will, he hopes, at leaft be a 
means of procuring him the applaufe of the 
candid, flioutd he not have fucceeded in his 
defign of amufing them. 

When the harveft of human life is marked by 
the produce of fuch a character as Buono- 
parte, whofc eccentricities would in any pe- 
' riod be a ftimulus for the inveftigation of 
general curiofitv, he who would undertake 
to gratify the public in fuch a cafe, might, in 
every view of the bufinefs, fuppofe his attempt 
entitled to perufal. Circumftances will fome 
times enable one man to be more correct in 
narrative or memoir than another, and the 
Editor, in the prefent inftance, trufts to his 
claims to authenticity will remain indupitabie. 


PREFACE. u 

Another iiiddcnt has itnp’efted hfm to interferiif 
in the prefentwork, — the better to difpcl any 
mifconceived fuppofition of incredible ability 
exifting in the Republican General,' who, 
with all his new revolutionary aids of ccntri~ 
buttons , democratizing countries, requifitions , and 
fraternizing enthufiajm , has not even equalled 
either Clive or Marlborough. To undeceive 
the public opinion is a duty, and to elucidate 
and difpcl error, is a fervice, the credit for 
which he offers himfelf a candidate. 
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BUO NO PARTE. 


CHAP. I. 

, ♦ 

The Juvenile Tears of Bucmopartem~Traiis of Ckf- 
rafter. — Studious Disposition, mm Enters into the 
Army. — Behaviour in the Regiment.mmSeniiee in 
La Ptndee. 

Perhaps to a liberal mind, a more irkfome 
Calk cannot occur, than the exercHe of the bi- 
ographic pen; fince the probity which is ever 
neceffary in the reprefentation of truth, pan el 
often into contact with thofe doubts which can- 
dour will fuggeft, where chara&er is at iflue, 
and where pofterity are to behold in the portrait 
either th^model of emulation, or the objed of 
horror, Notwithftanding, without vaunting 
much our difintereftednefs, or imitating in that 
refped our Gallic neighbours, we ihall endeavor to 
B difplay 
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di IpTa^iff pi'mperi fity to fair report, even 0 of our 
enemies, for where chance* brings talent into 
practice, it is cuftomary with mankind to no- 
tice it.' 

The father of the fubjedV of our prelent Me- 
moir, had formerly held the poll of Major, in 
the French fervice; but from increafe of fami- 
ly, iman agreeable neighbourhood, and it is fup- 
pofed, a wilh to provide better for it, he de- 
clined the immortal honor of ferving his fove- 
reign^ for the more prudent one of ferving him- 
felf j and the people of his neighborhood were 
even dubious whether he was not more expert in 
the cxercife of his mattock on his hum, than in 
that of his (word over his enemies ; be that as it 
will, it is certain he had ingenuity enough to 
convert his dagger to a plough (hare, many years 
fincc ; for defpairing of emhellifhing his brow 
with the laurels of Cato the Younger, it was out 
of the power of malevolence to aver that he did 
not deferve civic honors, for his near refem- 
blancc*to Cincinnatus, in tilling the earth. 

Although thofe who recoiled the birth of 
young Buonoparte, do not affirm that his mamma 

had 
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• * 
bad dreamed of a Dragon the preceding' 

night, yet certain croaking hags are audacious . 
enough to declare, that the kind hearted- lady 
well remembered a very clofe interview* ihe had 
. with the Marquis tie Morbaut, Govefnoi* of 
Corfica, about 9 months before : wefliail not To 
muc*h as queftion whether the facred rites of' 
Hymen were violated, but it it is faid that at - 
the interceffion of the youthful God, Minerva 
and Mars Contrived to make up in thdr endow- • 
ments, thufe ritual ceremonies which webd ‘ acci- 
dentally deft' ient in the qualifications of His pa- 
rents; and the departmental regifter of Ajaccio, 
in the Ifland of Corfica, announced to the 1 
world, with panmomitic fliew, the birth of Nea- 
poline Pafcal Buonoparte, in the year 1767, the 
period in which, by the machinatioriS of his 
- Godfather, General Paoli, that ifland became 
attached to the kingdoms of France and Navarre, 

The archives of Ajaccio exhibit no abfolute " 
record, that Buonoparte’s years of adolefcence 
were diftihguiihed by fuch extraordinary traits of 
character, as attempting to ftrangle a ferpent 
which had dared to peep into his cradle, nor of 
fwallowing a bear; yet many reverential m». 

B a trons * 
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tTtaa affiwn, that the Marquis de Morbaot, en 
njf^'oadejoft. » &®»ly tffit *» the father of our 
r&f*"p ion, ' fame years after ; and as the ftrtalleft 
yfftl ffigay of gratitude for the kind treatment he 
had formerly received from his hofpitable friend, 
requeued leave to have the honor of patronizing 
bis fan ; winch after a very foleirih hefitation of 
Madame Buonoparte, was granted ; and in the 
year xyyy, tb e Marquis by means of his influ* 
cope tt court, procured Neapoline an admiflion 
for education, into the National Military Aca- 
demy of Bricane, in Champaigne. 

Here it is laid, that although nature neglefted 
to confer upon him the form of Hercules, or the 
tendons of the boll, yet fhe had been lavifh of 
her mental endowments of him, and that he 
early difeovered an emulation to excel in what- 
ever was taught to pupils of his duration ; and 
as the fchcdaftic exercifes were all parfaitament 
en miiitaire, it fell in rotation to young Buono- 
parte to command and give orders for certain 
mock rencounters, according to rules prefer ibed 
in the fchool; hut dtefe he found, or thought in- 
ferior to plans of attack and defence of his own' 
invention, which at this time he was much affifted 

in 
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raife temporary ramparts, ^rc<i<%AMES *nd flanking. " 
pieces of fortification, which. t. 

. fnow-balis; and it' is (aid much ofe.";- 

to whofe care his inftru&tonwas coremilied. 
The Marquis happening at thisrftae ; '«0! : v^|t' the* 
feminary, was prefent at die defence of.*of*pof\ 
thofe elementary cre&ionsi on which oecafionhe t 
exprefled much furprize, prefented t ibe youth : 
with Plutarch’s .Lives, and allured him at the . 
fame time of his further protection and frapd. - 
(hip. Whether it he a teftimooy of gratirudeto 
his friend* we know not* but certain it is, that 
he is known conftantly m this day to early the 
fame Plutarch in one pocket, and a. fajall edition 
of the Works of Vauban and Machiavel, in the 
other. The firft books piut into the, hands of 
children, have not unfrequently the effect of 
turning the mind to a particular bias, which*» 
only obliterated with life. 

History* mathematics, and military exercUe* 
now engroffed his entire ftudies, and he was 
allowed as a relaxation, the cultivation of a fmal 1 
floorer garden*, whither he moftly fpent his.even- 
ings* totally feduded from bis giddy fchool- 

... fellows. 
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be was deemed as habghtyill- 
JiFumcroufs were the methods 
! to incommode him, which he ai 
potifly. iffe(fbed to creat with contempt ; but 
haadfcgi heard it was their intention to deftrcy his 
parterre,:* he. actually purcbafed powder, and' 
having, dug*# rode fort of mine around it , con* 
veycd tt sheretn; and refolutdy determined to 
taitc an unfair advantage of his fchool-fdlows, 
H»uld they aft unfair enough to unite againft 
him :L*thk moment arrived— young Guy Faux 
lay in ambufh With 'a lighted match, when lo ! — 
at that ■ inftantv the adjacent houfe accidentally 
ciughr fire; and' the inhabitants' jumped out of 
a \vindow among his flowers he fprung the 
mine, and although no lives Were loft, yet three 
were defperacely wounded; his fury did not flop 
here, for in the moment of his phrenzy, he dealt 
out blows to all who came to enquire concerning 
the explofion, ftill fuppofmg the. rear of his ene- 
mies were ' 10 come up ■, however, being over- 
powered, and an ecclairciflement having taken 
place, he was thought too dangerous a non-defeript 
to remain any longer a pupil at Brienne ; he was 
difmifil-d, and his friend the Marquis, faithful to 
his protnife, procured him in 1783, a Lieuten- 
ancy in the regiment of La Fere. 


$T1L1, 
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, . attached to hi s Plutarch, .,*nd , . faupi|i:ag . : 

fociety., tkc .Officers , of his ( ‘ * 

Win an abftra&edljtmd of. * 

in return. met equally his hatre$, wWp^.^e. jd^ 
not he Slate todifclofe: they at.|eng$, {ttcjifcijf 
■ him of difrefpedful pd unfpldier-IiJi^i>e^vioj|i^ 
which he defended by obferving, that lie “ rnj 
grctted his rhanners were difagreeable-io thcip* 
but that fuch was ever the ca£b where a virtuous 
Republican was obliged to live anvongft polluted 
Royalift$;”-rthe iffue was fhqir, for Jt^ey inftanj> 
ly threw Meflr's. Buonopartc, Vauban, Machia* 
vcL and Plutarch into an adjacent .flyer ;— -bu,t 
our hero, with genuine fang froid, . extricated 
his fmall detachment from the river, by fwjrnjming 
to the oppoiite fide ; where he . pulled put his. ; 
companions^ fqueezed the water front them, 
and afterwards from his own clothe?. H,e’ pow 

dt 

faw it was impoffible to cornbat all the officers 
and retain his fi tuition in the regi m?nt -and _|hf y 
on reflection concluding they had afted uqge- 
neroufly, apologized to Buonopartc, whofe con- 
duct was ever after marked by an habitual 
Blence,*and an increafed acridity towards man- 
kind. , 

. The 
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T$ty%Ma) J»*ce of 1783, was la fotnede. 
^a^l^urableto his fed tided manner of life, 
ftw he now porfued the* ftudy of the- higher 
hnacba of military fcknce wkh avidity* and 
lie at length faw himfelf folely confined to live 
upon his daily pay* as his 'patron the Marquis 
had difcharged the debt of nature* and his fit- 
ther's family had already increafed to fix chil- 
dren* totally unprovided for. After the demo- 
lition of dm Baftile in 1 789, he bore a confider* 
able (hare in the turmoils which agitated Carfica* 
but was (hottly after ordered to join his regiment 
then lying in Auxonne, a (mall fortified town in 
the ci-devant Duchy of Burgundy, from whence 
he was difpatched to affift in the war of La 
Vendee, in erulhing the embers of the royalty, 
which in thofe patts. were by no means extin- 
guiihcd. Whether it was, that he afted under 
the immediate orders of a fuperior officer, and 
confequently had no opportunity for the difplay 
of his talents, we know not, but certain it is, 
that nothing brilliant marked this period of his 
career. 


Numerous were the reports that Buonoparte 
had applied to Sir Gilbert Elliot* when Gover- 
nor 
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nor of Corfica, for a commUHon In the Bridfh 
fervicc, and that His ofier had been treated with 
diifdain. The impoflibility of this c/rcumftaace 
will appear, when it is now known, that he held 
a commiffion in the French fervice before and 
whilft Sir. Gibert was in Corfica. Whatever 
might have given, rife to this report," we have 
otherwife undoubted authority to date, no fuch 
application ever took place. ' > 


CHAP. II. 

Arrives at Toulon. — Submits a fecret Plan of its Siege 
to Barras, &c. — Intimacy with Madame Beau - 
hernois. — Succefs of his Operations.— Is declared 
Commander of Artillery. — Difappointments in Pa- 
ris.— Makes the Tour of Italy.— AJJtfts at the 
overtbrozo of Roberfpierre. — Appointed to the 
Command in Chief of the Amy of Italy. 

About this time, all the Southern provinces of 
France evinced that loyalty and attachment fof 
Louis, which Lancalhire and other counties of 
England did for our Charles, and with equal 
fuccefs 5 for the ihfiduous'Roberfpierre prefided , 
over <?ne, and the Ufurpcr Cromwell over. 

C the 



to THE LIFE OF 

the Qt|$r. The. city of Lyons made a refinance 
ttkitltf Republican arms, which hiftory will certify 
with applaufe ; but was at length, like other places, 
obliged to furrender to the duft-like myriads ’ 
of her enemies. The malfacre which took place 
at that affair, difgraces not mankind, but French- 
men ; for, to the immortal obloquy of the Na-' 
tional Convention, a Decree was paffed, whereby 
this once great and commercial city, celebrated 
for* its twenty thoufand looms of ftlk and other 
manufactures, was ordered to be ra2ed to the 
ground, for the . opinions 'of its inhabitants. 
Whatever appearance of the cannibal this Decree 
might have, it. was faithfully executed. 

"k 

Such a fpecimen o.f equal government, did 
not fail to ftimulate the loyal inhabitants of Tou- 
lon, to folicit Lord Hood to take poffeffioo of 
their city, together with the inner and outer har- 
bors, which his Lordfhip immediately. acceded 
to. And now it was that troops, arms, artillery, 
and all kinds of warlike ftores were tranfported. 
to befiege Toulon, under the immediate eye of 
the Y ounger Roberfpierre and Barras, who were' 
appointed Com m i flioners from the Convention, and 
directed by Mefirs. Molignon, Dugomier, &c. 

Among 
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Among ocher corps,* that to wMeh Bubnopaiiie! 
was attached, had arrived; but we are now to 
-view him a&ing in another military department, 
he having been promoted to the rank of Captain* 
in the artillery, then befieging Toulon. 

The liege went on with alternate defultory . 
fuccefs on both fides, when a Decree arrived from - 
Paris, ordering (as was cuftornary as this time), 
that Toulon Ihould be inpofleffion of the Repub-" 
lican arms, in a particular number df days, on 
pain of the guillotine to the commanders. This 
was a circumftance which obliged Barras and 
Roberfpierre, to rtfolve on hazarding all things 
for the defired end. A council of war was held, 
and M. Buonoparte , , having previoufly laid a 
future plan of carrying on the attack againlt Tou- 
lon, before Barras, that Commiffioner fubmitted 
the plan alluded to, as his own, and the Council 
with avidity adopted it. The military comman- 
ders then a&ing at the fiege, did not hefitate pro- 
ceeding upon the fuppofed method -of Barras, as 
they had all feen no mote fervice than what had 
occurred fihce the Revolution; whereas Barras had 
formerly held a commiffion in a French regi- 
ment, in the Weft Indies, and the powerful fitu- 

C a ation ' 
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atton of Gommiffioner with the Army, g$ve a 
degree, of authority to. his purppfed method of 
Operation, which merit, unprotected, might for 
ages unfuccefsfully feek. • ' - 


Ik a little time, the progrefs of fiiccefi againft 
Toulon was apparent ; whe" one day, at the 
ftorming of a redoubt, againft which Roberfpierre 
headed foe attack, a foldier right’ y fuppofittg 
him ah enemy to France, knocked him down 
with the butt end of his firelock ; upon which that 
affrighted murderer told Misname, in a tone loud 
enough to indicate he was not ptecifely a&uated 
by joy; and on an explanation enfuing, Rober • 
fpierre declared, if he could not plan like Barras, ' 
he could fight as well, which circumftance indu- 
ced Barras to declare ingenuoufly in prefence 
of all the officers, that they were then aCting un- 
der the fuggeftions of Buonoparte, .and not 
upon any arrangement of his invention. The 
circumftance had the effeft on the fpot of M. 
Buonoparte being declared Commander of the 
Artillery then befieging Toulon. 


The ferrites of Buonoparte, were at this 
critical period of the utmoft importance to 
' France 
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France, and particularly fb to bis patron M, 
Barras, as the ftate of the Contending patties ns 
that kingdom were nearly en equillefo-ia, and 
the fall of. Toulon was a desideratum of the firilt 
confequence ; — already had two of the Comoaif- 
fioners from die Convention who ' Were the 
affociates of Barras and Robefpierre gone over 
to the Royalifts ; the guillotine floated in the 
blood of Democracy, andnearly had the loyal 
toefin of ci-devant Provence, founded the ap- 
proaching knell of half-annihilated equality, when 
the talents of Buonoparte retrieved every thing. 
The brave General O ’Hara was defeated and taken 
prifoner ; the various redoubts and approaches 
were aflailed with fuccefs ; Fort Mulgravc again 
changed mafters, and by the final evacuation of 
Toulon,— the monfter Robefpierre had an ample 
opportunity allowed him of exceeding the exe- 
crable Nero, which he did not negleft to tm- 
ploy. 


During the Di&atorftrip of Roberfpierre and 
. Marat, it became quite a cuftotnary matter for 
the man who was fortunate enough to poflefs a 
handfome wife, to be charged with incivifm ; of 
this affertion various inftances are on record in 

the 



14 .THE LITE O? 

i " - 0 

the anrrals of the Revolution, »nd Monf. Beau- 
hernois was one araongft the many whofe head 
was facrificed at the {brine of luft, for the daring 
crime of worfhipping beauty, whilft a drunken 
butcher, like M. Barras, was without a fair whole 
cheek, would blufh to find it ptnfied by fuch a 
Havering murderer’s polluted lip. 

Indeed, M. Beauhernoisr, was one of thoft 
ling-fong fill-chamber things of the court of 
the late Louis, on whom the irradiating blaze of 
Genius never lhewn,and oblivion withafrown even 
fcomed to proclaim his origin, — yet he pofieffed 
the graces in. an eminent degree, and enjoyed 
the reputation of an excellent dancer ; to thefe he 
added the qualification of a well proportioned 
leg, which was a ftrong recommendation to the 
Queen, who is faid to have conceived fomething 
'more than a cold penchant by him, and certain 
it is that her Majefty gracioufly favoured him 
with a truncheon, as the military eftablilhment 
acknowledged him a General in her fervicc. M. 
Beauhernois already poffeffed a blulhing bride, 
** whofe very looks, would charm an anchorite to 
love and hence we are not furprifed that . he 
■was obliged to fuffer the -ceremony of decapita- 
tion. 
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tion,* Barras offered her his protection at this 
moment, and hence it was thatihe deigned to 
fmile upon that ftalking femblance of affaffina- 
tion. . 

* < • , > f 

, ' > ’ ) 

Ik the course of his interviews with Barms, 
M. Buonoparte happened to fee Madam. Beau- 
hemois, and whether that lady thought Ijer 
fltuation was not the mod: agreeable and perma- 
nent with the fanguinary Barras, or that young 
Buonoparte had -already captivated her imprt- 
foned heart,, or whether in was that Neapoline 
thought a lady’s fervices are often ufeful in fuch 
an intimacy as he wiflied to eftablifh with Barras, 
we cannot decide, but it is an unqueftionable fadfc, 
that Buonoparte accompanied the half-unhinged 
pair to Paris. - 

With the various other peculiarities of the 
■ ferpent, Rbbcrfpicrre pofieffed its eye,— and the 
lady’s fmiles upon Buonoparte, the good opi- 
nion Barras had of his talents, and the afpiring 
ambition of our hero, did not efcape his fcouling 
diferimination. To Roberfpierre folely it was, 
that notwithftanding the influence of Barras, the 
fmiles of his bird -wedded fair, and the abilities 

of 
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of thii adopted child of fortune, Buonaparte could 
procure no employment whatever in the fervice 
of the Republic ; — difgufted at fiich ingratitude, 
and difappointmcnt he offered hii fervices to the 
' late Emprefs of Ruffia, who at this period was at 
war with the Persians, and to add to hi3 chagrin, 
his application received no anfwer. Thus we 
find that where ambition muft be gratified, pub- 
lie polity, principle, and the ties of nature, are, 
in the fcale of comparifon of little confederation \ 
Buonoparte would, with' the fame indifference 
snake war againft Perfia, as he has done againft 
his own countrymen at Toulon. 

Already had Robefpierre proved the guil- 
lotine was the grave of federal ifm ; the Girondifts 
had ail been maflacred, or in felf exile— blood, 
murder, aflafiination and all the attendant dae- 
mons of the fyftem of terror, were harrowed up ; 
Briflbt, Roland, and a thoufand others of the 
moderate party were either politically dead or 
not exifting, and fcarcely were the hardieft of 
the Jacobins themfelves fafe.' The combination 
of thefe circumftances induced Buonoparte to 
make the tour of Italy, as the fafeft mode of 
efcaping the fate which awaited a further delay 



in Fans/ « Rbberfpierre had*I<«ig Sac* 'th c<S^'/. 

jfetfd in him an implacable 1 enetjjy. ,v ? • ' " '• • * ) ’ 

Ip an antiquarian or a naturaM,if.a po$t or * 
painter travel, we have no doubt each in hi$ inhere 
makes his peculiar remarks,— -and are we tbfup* 
pofc Buonoparte did otherwife? unqueftianably 
not. Perhaps, he might have been feehoneday 
meditating on the banks of the Rubicon, which 
Carfar had eroded, when his confidence made him 
defpife his enemies in Rome. At another time 
reading the contour in the buft of Junius Brutus, 
or tracing the inscription on the tomb of Cicero. 
Probably fome wonder-flaring crowd of Super* 
ftitious ruftics, might have beheld him with his 
mathematical apparatus, meafunng the heights 
and diftances" which commanded their villages." 
And old .Etna himfelf might have vomited red 
ruin, to forewarn the refidents of his dufky fides, 

. that the defolater of their fields was then at hand. 
To reconnoitre the dominions of probable enemies, 
conftitutes part of the German, and we believe pan 
of the French military education, in times of peace 

and if itc&nbe done without danger, in time of war. 

• * 

After making the neceffary remarks in the 
dominions 6f Sardina, Rome, Lombardy, Venice 

D and 
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aaftifc Tyfblefe he returned to PAris, in June 
I7$5, very opportune for Tallica, Barras, Mer- 
ger and others of the moderate party, whom the 
tyrannies of Robefpierre had exafperated to a 
degree heated enough * to venture their lives to 
effedt his overthrow. 

Decries of fequfeftratioh, dilapidation and aU» 
eiiation now pafled without number,— nay fo far 
Was Roberfpierre permitted to carry his machina- 
tions, that with the affiftance of Hcnriot who' 
* Commanded the Parifian Guards, he hoped to 
» feat himfelf upon the throne of the Houfe of 
Bourbon. But his enemies were vigilant as hitn- 
fdf was daring, and oh the 13th Vendemiaire, 
the moderate party again triumphed — the le&ions 
of Parrs were vanquifhed, Robefpierre fuffered 
by the fword, and his f head was fevered by the 
guillotine. Henriot fled, and Barras once more 
“ balking in the fmile of fortune's fun,” was de- 
clared his fucceflor. 

Barras, headed in perfon the popular party 
againft Roberfpierre, and at this momentous cri- 
fis the fervice which Buonoparte rendered to him 
was incalculable, particularly, as he was not 

qualified 
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qualified’ to boafir at the Tribune, with .XaWfelx 
and others die feryices he had rendered fines 
he was- ineligible, inconfequencebf having »o 
voice in the Convention ;-^this- Buonoparte w as 
aware of, and accordingly aferibed the, effefts of 
his own prowefs to his benefe&or. .The . iflwp 
was, that Barras, when elected Di reft or, appoin- 
ted Buorvoparte to Command Madame Beauher- 
nois and the Array of Italy, for the power he now 
poffeffcd was a paflport to all the beauty of the 
French metropolis, and the woman whofe chasms 
lately beftowed ecftacies upon him, could now 

Offer nothing but fatiety. 

% 


' CHAP. HI. 

Commences with the Campaign of 1 796. — Progrefs 

thereof.— Campaign of 17 97. -*-2"^ fall pf Italy : 

its confeqHence.—Buonopmte arrives in Paris,— 

Civic Honors conferred .< — Army of England, (sc. 
* 

Ta* evacuation of Toulon, afforded the 
French an opportunity of turning the power of 
the ‘forces collefted in that quarter, againft his 
Sardinian Majefty ; and accordingly Nice was 

D 2 _ invefbed 
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inveftedbya Republican army, whilft a naval 
few* menaced it by fea; as it alfodid there* 
public of Genoa. Montefquieu, commanded 
the troops, and in a great meafure to his difpo- 
fitious, M. Buonoparte owes much of his repu- 
tation ; the former General, having conquered 
the ftrong; fortreffes of. Chambcrry, Monftier, 
and all the- paffes of the Alps into Piedemont; 
thereby fecuring to France, an immediate key 
to the gates of Turin* The fuccefles of Mon- 
tefquieu; were too numerous, not to excite ene- 
mies ; and in a fhort time, his name added ano- 
ther to the profcri bed lift of Generals, whole 
fervices arc a reproach on the gratitude of his 
country ; and an example of the cpnfcqucaces 
attendant on unprincipled connexions. The 
Minifter of Finance having charged him with the 
embezzlement of the contents of the military 
cheft, whilft Montefquieu, knowing it contained 
perhaps little elfe than' a bottom, and having a 
judicious idea of the proverbial candour of Ro- 
berfpierre, trufted more to his own heels, than 
his countrymen^ probity, and refigned a com- 
mand'. with fpeed, which he cduld * not retain 
With credit. 

Merelv 
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, Jading the paffes aUud »4 toi w«b,. . 
out * General, and without fupplies of any d«i 
feription, was the fituation in which Buoniipari^ 
found the Army of Italy, in the beginning of the 
campaign of 17916, without difcipijne, and: re- 
duced to 24,000 efficient men, thele he dre# 
out, reviewed, and having harangued his folditry, 
difpatched 7000 to the walls of Genoaj to give 
weight to a negotiation fet on foot, to obtain 
(hoes, fhirts, and an enormous loan, guaranteed - 
by Gallic faith. In this in fiance, threat and 
force cxadted, what' national pride would have 
fpurned j and the fpccious contribution faifed ( by 
France upon the Republic of Genoa, is a mere 
ordinary iuftance bf the honorable remembrance 
in which Frenchmen hold their friends in all na- , 
tions ; as- Genoa was the only power in' Europe 
which maintained its neutrality, and" pcrfifted in 
that conduit, although threatened with a bom,* 
bardment for not acceding to the * confederacy 
againft thofe regicides. 

Accustomed to the inactivity of almofl: an en- 
tire cam*paign, and not aware of the progrefit 
with which Buonoparte was proceeding in thex>r- 
ganization of his army. General Beaulieu, who 

commanded 
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«®nin*iHd«d: the troops nf the Erapfcrof ind’ hiis 
Sardinian Majefty, fufffered his outpofts to ' 1 st 
fSh’prifedj add the ftrong entrenched camp of 
. Aoffa, in the plains of Piedmont, was the fitft , 
fignai a&ion of the Campaign of J 796. 

Acqjj ain ran by hisemiffaries with the fit nation 
ef the enemy, Buonopartc ordered his army to 
setnain under arms the night preceding the af- 
fair of Aofta, and having rightly judged the fe- 
curity and little circumfpe&ion obferved in the 
Sardinian army, after a period of fo much torpidi- 
ty — he ordered his advanced guard' to attack the 
enemy with the bayonet, and to obfcrve at the 
lame time a deadly filence. Favoured by night, 
nuexpe&edncfs, and the little refinance which 
eonfufion would allow the Sardinians to make, 
the. conteft wa$ fuccefsful ; and two battalions 
had already poffeffed themfelves of the port-cul- 
lice, port-way, and an adjacent baftion, and tur- 
ned the artillery upon its late foldiery, — but not 
before the cries of the wounded had alarmed the 
Brain body of the army, who only awoke to be 
chagrined at their dreadful fituation. * 

Estimating the value of his victory, Buo- 
noparte, the next day, at noon, vigoroully at- 
' * tacked 
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tacketl the Caftle of 1 Aofta, with equal fuccg&w 
and having thereby Secured to his troops, much 
refrefhment, and a formidable garrifon on the 
.Doria, he proceeded with hi* wonted alacrity* 
to levy-contributions and fuppiies, on the Piede- 
montefe. ' , . t * ' 

General Beaulieu, from the Rhine, was 
ordered to take the Command in Chief of the 
united forces of their Imperial and Sardinian 
Majefties ; and General Proveyra, to aft under 
him : — both immediately proceeded to colled 
the fcattered fugitives; and appearances of French 
difpofitions having indicated a direft attack on 
the Italian dominions of his Imperial Majefty, 
every precaution was neceffarily taken, to avert 
fuch defigns. 

At length General Beaulieu, with a chofea 
body of 15,000 troops of both nations, advanced 
upon the French pofb at Montenotte, and bore 
down all before him, till he came to a redoubt 
at Monte Lezino, defended by 1 500 men ; here 
he was held in check, and finding his efforts du- 
ring ^he remainder of the day ineffeftual, he puls- 
ed the night under this devoted redoubt, with a 

determination 
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ofmaking it hispwriuag conqwfcft* • 
Fap>^' number of years pafitbe fifteen of war ■ 
leans to have been deduced to down-right fight- 
ing* each General bringing up his choiceft troops* 
and his moft weighty columns againft th® weak- 
eft part of the enemy's line : but the French Ge- 
neral Buonoparte took his meafures, upon this 
Occafion, in a way not unworthy of kaftan craft, 
or of the ftratagems of ancient times. He left 
Monte Lezino apparently as poorly defended as 
before, pofting the right of his army in the rear, 
to fupport it in cafe of need, and marched, irl 
deep filence and the dead of night, with the twO 
other divifions, till he had completely circum- 
vented the Auftrians. In the morning the fight 
began, and was maintained with flu&uating for- 
tune,. till General Maflena, with the left wing of 
the French came pouring like a thunder- fiorm 
upon Beaulieu’s rear,. and fpread furprize, flaugh* 
ter, and ruin, and difmay, through his ranks. 
The rout was complete. The Auftro- Sardinians 
loft between 4 and 5000 men, one half of whom 
were made prifoners. In a ftill more bloody 
battle, fought a few days after upon ’the fame 
ground, their dofs in men was ftated at double that 

■ number. 
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ttumber, with ari iramenfe amountjbf guns, ma* 
gazincs, and ammunition; 

* > 

The head-quarters of the Flench Were- now 
removed to Carcare, and by a movement, 
the city of Cairo fell into their hands, tinder LsU 
barpe. The Generals Maffena and Angereau* 
forced the pafles of Milleflimo, oa the a i ft of 
April, and according to the ftatements tranfmit* 
ted by Boonoparte to the Direitory, the Aul^ro* 
Sardinian army loft between z and 3060 men, 
and had little lefs than 9000 prifoners taken, 
with 2i Hands of colours, belonging to his Sar- 
dinian Majefty’s body-guard ; General Provey- 
ra furrendered, after a moft gallant refiftanoe, 
with 1 500 grenadiers* » 

General Beaulieu, who often 'proved *tn 
the Netherlands, that though his troops might 
be beaten, his fpirit was not to be fubdued, exhi- ( 
bited equal vigour of mind in the midft of thefe 
terrible events. The very day after his defeat, 
he collefted 7000 men, aiid at the break of day 
furprizcd*the right of the .enemy, and drove them 
out of Dego ; but the French columns having 
been fucccffively rallied by their chiefs, the for- 
tune of the day turned, and the lofs of near a third 

E ' of 



e$ tm utt of 

of his fmidl force, was the only advantage dial 
the brave Auftrian General derived from this def» 
Iterate attempt. 

Tas next day die conquering army attacked 
and carried the redoubts that defended the in- 1 
trenched camp before Ccva, which was evacuated 
in conference, during the following night. 

Th* Piedmontefc army, after being driven 
from Ceva, took a pofirion at the confluence of 
the Curfaglio and Tanaro j but even this fitua-* 
tion, rendered formidable by the depth of the ri* 
vers, and the batteries on their banks, did hot al- 
lay what the Italians emphatically call the Furia 
Frattcefe. The Republicans forced the paflage of 
the Tanaro, obliged General Colli to defert his 
pofirion in the night, with the lofs of his heavy 
artillery, brought him to action near Mendovi, 
drove him beyond it, and entered that place. 

V 

TffrsE rapid fuccefies determined his Sardinia 
an Majefty to fue for an Armiflice, which was 
granted; the French Generals holding the for- 
trefles Of Coni, Alexandria, and Tortona, as the 
ftipulated conditions ; and in a few days, a treaty 

• Of 
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of peade was ratified, modi to the di&dvantage 
of his Sardinian Majefty, who thereby left France 
the Aoftrians alone to contend with in Italy. * 

i 

% 

A suspension ofarms was immediately con- 
cluded on between the Duke of Parma and' Bum* 
noparte ; who confented that the Parmefan terrk 
tory lhould, pro tempora, remain neutral, on the 
following conditions to receive a contribution 
of a,ooo,ooo livres, is.oqq draught horfes, folly 
barnefled, too officer’s chargers, 30 paintings, 
10,000 quintals of wheat, 5000 quintals pf oats* 
and 2000 bullocks,. 

% 

The Auftrians now fortified themfelves along 
the Leggona, in order to defend the Duchy of 
Milan j after being driven acrofs the Po at Va- 
lence, General Beaulieu having previoufly evacu- 
ated Cafal, and bent his courfe toward Lodi,— 
the bridge of which place is now become celebra- 
ted for the moft defperate battle fought during 
the two campaigns in Italy. 

fh 

Beaulieu, with his whole army, was ranged 
in battle array, 30 pieces of cannon defended the 
bridge. A battery of the entire French artillery. 

£ 2 was 
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was fopncd. The cannonade was very ^n& ib^ 
foyetal hours. The moment the army arrived, R 
fij^nned itfdf into, a compad column^ "the 2d- 
battaliqn of.carabiniers in front, followed by all 
the battalions of grenadier?, in the attitude of- 
charging, ajid with (houts of vlve la Repohlique l 
They prefented themfelves on the bridge, which 
was an, too toife? in length. The .Auftrians, 
kept tip a terrible fire, The head of the co- 
lumn even, feecned to hefitate. A moment’* 
paufe would have ruined alb Generals Ber- 
thier, Maflena, Ccrvoni, d’Allemagne, the Chief 
1 of Brigade Lafne, and the Chief of Battaliog 
Puphot, perceived it, rufhed on at their head, 
and decided the yet doubtful conflict. 

This formidable column overthrew every thing 
that oppofed it. The whole of the Auftrian ar- 
tillery was inftantly carried, Beaulieu’s order 
of battle was broken. It feat te red every where 
confirmation, flight and death. Generals Ruf- 
ca, Angereau and Bevrant, pafled the bridge on 
the arrival of their divifions, and completed the 
deciflbn of the yidory. The cavalry pafled the 
Adda. at a ford, but this ford being found' very 
badj they experienced very corifiderable delay, 

yhich 



' *' *uowap4*Ti.. . ' 

phidf prevented them chargings TheAa&jiatt 
pavalry.Jn order to proted the retreat of their 
infantry, attempted to charge the French troop*, 
*£ut they {bund them not eafily difconcerted. 
JQight coming on, together with thefetigue of 
the troops, many of whom had marched mono 
than, ten leagues, did not permit them to per-* 
fevere pbftinately iq purfuit of the Auftrians. 
The Auftrians loft 20 piecesof cannon, between 
two and three thoufand men killed, wounded, 
and taken prifoners, ) " ' 

• 

His ill fuccdfes determined Gen. Beaulieu tb 
feck refuge in the Tyrolefe mountain, and by 
the intervention of the Venetian State, the wreck 
of hiS army was faved, therte to remain, in ex- 
pectation of reinforcements from the Rhine, 

The Duke of Modena, in imitation of the 
Duke of Parma, had an Armiftice allowed him, 
on the modeji and forbearing condition, of paying 
a contribution of 2,500,000 livres and twenty 
paintings and by a Proclamation of Buono- 
parte and his relation Salicetti, the Commiffioner, 
the Auftrian Adminiftration in Lombardy, has 
been annihilated, and a Popular Magiftracy 

ere- 



3© f HI tIFE ©F 

f © 

erertgtl* compofed entirely of plebeians, an<$ 
twcl^ng their fun&ions in the nat|e of tb$ 
f Inrench Republic, 

The following is a fpecimen of the harangues* 
which Buonopartc u in the habit of addreifin£ 
his army: 

“ SOLDIERS Of FRANCE, 

You have precipitated yotfrfelves like a totn 
** rent ftonA the heights of the Appenines ; yoifc 
“ have routed and difperfed all who have op, 
“ pof?d your progrefs : Piedmont, delivered front* 
“ Auftrian tyranny, difplays its natural feati* 
u meats of peace and friendftup for France* 
“ Milan is ours, and the Republican flag flies 
" over all Lombardy. The Dukes of Parma 
“ and Modena mwe their political exigence tQ 
“ your generofity. The army that with fo much, 
te pride threatered you, has no harrier of protec-* 
“ tion againft your courage j the Po, the Teflln, 
** the Adda, have been unable to flop you a Angle 
“ day; thofe boafted Bulwarks ofltaly bave been 
“ infufficient to delay your progrels ; you have 
<e furmounted them as rapidly as you paffed the 
<e Appenines. At length are the enemy entirely 
“ driven out of Italy ; and our advanced pofts are 
f* eftablifhed on the mountains of Germany. If 

. " l 
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f * I were to cite ell thofe who hate diflsnguiCbed 
T< themfiflves, I fliouid be obliged to anme ell 
** the grenadiers and all the carabineers of die 
" advanced guard. You make a fpon Of death. 
** Nothing can equal your intrepidity, except 
“ the gaiety with whichjrou make your {breed 
** marches. So much fuccefs has carried joy to 
* f the bofom of our country. Your Reprefen- 
** tatives have ordained a fete dedicated to your 
€t vidories, which will be celebrated in all the 
u Commutes of the Republic. Your fathers, 
your mothers, your wives, your lifters, your 
“ lovers, will enjoy your fuccefs, and boaft with 
** pride that they belong to you. Yes, Sol- 
“ diers, you have done much, but does there 
** remain nothing more to befdonc! Though 
lt we have known how to vanquifh, we have not 
“ known how to profit by our vi&ories. Pot 
“ terity will reproach us with having terminated 
* “ our courfe in Lombardy; but already I fee 
** you run to arms; a llothful repofe fatigues 
“ you. Let us depart! We have yet forced 
“ marches to make, enemies to fubdue, laurels 
** to .gather, injuries to revenge! Let thofe 
“ tremble who have whetted the poignards of ci- 
(t vil war in France, who have bafely a ffaffinat ed 

our 
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<s* Mifiifters, «dd 'burnt nur fliqw 1 if 
^Tbulwu the hour of vengeance and retriba- 
« tion is near at hand. Bat let the people re- 
** main tranquil; we are friends to aUthepeo* 
* £ pie, and more particularly the descendants of 
«* Brutus, of Scipio, and the great men we 
* k have taken for ouf models; Re-cftablifo 
**! the Capitol, and place there with honour the 
** ftatues of the heroes that rendered it celebra- 
u ted; awaken the Roman people, debated by* 
<c many centuries' of flavery ; fuch will be the 
* f fruit of youi: vi&ories ; • they will form aii 
* £ epoch for pofletity ; yod will have the in#* 
*.* mortal glory of changing the face of the finelf 
“ country in Europe. The free French people/ 
** refpefted by the whole world, will give to 
* e Europe a glorious peace, which will indeiti- 
“ nify them for the Sacrifices they have made 
** during fix years : you will then return to your 

homes, and ybUr fellow Citizens will fay, 
u Shewing you, this matt was ofibt Army of Italy 'K 

The inhabitants of Pavia, however, did not 
teftify much approbation of their new ruler;, and 
a revolt was the iffue,, which BuonopaFte immedi- 
ately checked, and furniflied the Italians with 

another 
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another proof of the fraternizing love, in the 
following 


** proclamation or the commissioner sali- 

CETTI AND GENERAL BUONOPARTE, PUB- 
LISHED AT MILAN. , 


** The French Republic, which has fworn ha- 
tred to tyrants, has vowed at the fame time 
fraternity to the opprefled. This principle of 
the Republican Coriftitution is common to the* 
French foldiers. 


“ The. Defpot who fo long held Lombardy in 
flavery, has much injured France ; but Frenchmen 
know the caufe of King* is not that of the people. ' 

** Doubtless, the triumphant army of an info- 
lent monarch, would fpread terror over a conquer- 
ed nation; but a Republican Army, obliged to 
make a defperate war againft the Kings whom it 
combats, promifes friend fhip to the people whom 
its victories deliver 'from tyranny. 

• 

** Respect to property and perfons — refpeft 
for the religion of the people. Such are the fen- 

F timencs 
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timerits of the government of the French Re* 
public, and thofe of the army of Italy. Tho 
good order which ithas obferved from the mo- 
ment of its entrance into Lombardy, js of this 
an unequivocal proof. 

“ If the French conquerors regard the people 
of Lombardy as brothers, they have the right 
co exped from them a juft return. 

* The army is about to purfue its victories, and 
drive entirely out of Italy the Defpot who holds 
Lombardy in chains. The independence and 
happincfs of this country, are conneded with the 
fuccefs of the French. Lombardy ought then 
to dired every effort towards this definable ob> 
jed. 


“ To fecure the march of the troops, we demand 
of you provifions, which the army cannot receive 
from France on account of its great diftance from 
the frontiers. It ought, therefore, to find l’up- 
plies in Lombardy, into which vidoi»y has con- 
duded it. The rights of war give us a- title t-o 
command , and friendfloip ought to make you ea- 
ger to offer us thefe fuccours. 


This 
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** Tnis-has determined us to impoft a contribu- 
<tion of 20,000,000 livres on the different pro- 
vinces of Lombardy. The wants of the army 
demand it. The periods of payment, (hall be 
fixed by particular inftru&ions. It is ah eajy 
contribution for fo fertile a country , above all, 
when the advantages which may rejult from it are 
weighed, 

te The diftribution of the fum to be raifed 
might certainly have been made by the agents 
of the French Republic, and nothing would 
have been more lawful ; but they have confided 
it to the local authorities, and to the junto of 
State, pointing out to them only its bafis. This 
contribution ought to be divided among the pro- 
vinces in the proportion in which the impoft that 
Lombardy paid to the tyrant of Auftiia, was le- 
vied. It ought to fall folelyon the rich — on per- 
sons in eafy circumftances — on the ecclefiaftical 
bodies, who have been too lo’ng privileged, and 
who have hitherto had the addrefs to free them-' 
felves from impofitions. In general, the indigent 
clafs m\ift be fpared as much as poffible. 

“ If requifitions of property are made, the 
< 3 eneral in Chief and the Commiffioner of the 

F a Government 
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(Government declare, that there fhall be no fuj’- 
charge of contribution. They fhall eftimatts 
hereafter the value of all the obje&s in i equa- 
tion, and that they fhall be paid for to the ven- 
der out of the produce of the war contribution above 
fixed. 

BCONOPARTE, 

“ SALlCEITl.” 

_ 4 . 

After the fall of Verona, and the battle of 
Borghetto, Mantua was inverted; but as the com- 
munication of that fortrefs could not be cut off, 
Buonoparte found thereby an obftrwftion "to his 
progrefs, which all his efforts could not fur- 
mount, during this campaign. 

Bologna, the School of the Carracci, Fer- 
rara, and many other parts of the Pope’s terri- 
tory, fell into the hands of the Frenth at this 
period, and the Auftrians were equally fuccefs- 
ful in taking by furprize, the pofts of Solo and 
Corona, which were afterwards wrefted from 
them; and at the battle of Caftiglione, 6000 
Auftrians (a reinforcement,) 30 cannon” and a 
confiderable quantity of ammunition fell into 
their hands. 
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Th* aged Pius, dreading the torrent of 
French fucceffes would at length approach the 
Vatican ; difpatched an Envoy to Paris, to fupplU 
cate a peace, ' which was granted on terms, that 
fcarcely left his pretenfions to fovereign power, 
the fhadow of a fhade, 

t 

Wurmser, — that name which had hitherto 
known little of fortune’s formidable reverfes, at 
length arrived from the Rhine, with a reinforce- 
ment of 20,006 men, and various recruits from 
the interior of Auftria, and endeavoured to pof- 
fefs himfelf of Milan; but ineffectually — and in 
five days the campaign was terminated. Wurm- 
fer loft in that (hort interval, 70 field pieces, 
120 caiffoons for ammunition, 15,000 prifoners, 
and 6qoo killed and wounded. 

This arrpy was the laft hope of Auftria; to 
give it ftrength, the forces of the Archduke were 
paralyfcd, and his brigades reduced to fkeletons; 
jt was compofed of the flower of the beft difcipli- 
ped troops in the world ; and its fate irrevocably 
decided that of the war. The Emperor, who 
pot long fince hoped to make a breach in the iron 
frontier of France, and to plant his ftandard in 

the 
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the metropolis of the Republic, was by thefe 
misfortunes reduced to terms as ignominious as 
t\ie Republic may choofe to impofe, or to fee 
the French banners flying upon the walls pf 
Vienna. 

* 

When Hannibal was overrunning the Cham- 
paign country of Italy, he faid that he dreaded 
the ftorm that was gathering upon the mountains. 
That ftorm was the Roman army under the 
temporifing Fabius, which attended him on his 
march, and at laft broke with efferft upon the 
heads of the hardy Africans, who hoped to car- 
ry to Carthage the fpoils of the Capitol. In like 
manner a ftorm has been gathering in the moun- 
tains of the Tyrol, over the army of the French 
Hannibal; but it bnrft like a bubble, and the 
elements of which it was compoled, were melted 
into air. Though Wurmfer, like Fabius, may 
by many of his military operations have deferve4 ' 
the furname of Cun&ator, he did not, like him, 
reftorc the fortunes of his country. Part of his 
gallant army, lately fo full of life, of hope, and 
of fpirit, were left either fertilizing the fields, or 
infedting the air of Lombardy; — another part 
followed the wheels of the triumphant Buono- 

parte 
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parte in the humble attitude of captives; and the 
reft carried into Germany the news of their de- 
feat, and the contagion of defpair. 

The almoft inacceflible mountains of the 
Tyrol, fcarely afforded an afylum for the remains 
of the Auftrian army, as the mov eable Telegraph, 
fo fuccefsfiilly employed by the French, an- 
nounced in Paris, that Buonoparte purl ued his 
march on the great road of Tyrol, that he had 
paffed the defiles of Brenta, that Eoileau’s 
troops having joined Wurmfer, were alfo de- 
feated at the poll of St. George a little without 
Mantua, with the lofs of 4000 men, 10 pieces 
of cannon, 15 caiffoons, 8 Hands of colours, 
and Wurmfer at length forced to throw hinifelf 
into Mantua; 

At Areola the ^.uftrians loft 5000 prifoners, 
4000 killed and wounded, with 18 pieces of can- 
non ; and the Auftrian General Alvinzy was or- 
dered to attempt to relieve Mantua, which was 
now clofely befieged by the French General 
Kilmaine : various were the forties made under 
the directions of Wurmfer from that fortcefs, 
but all with unvarying ill fuccrfs.' 


At 
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At this period Buonoparte, under pretext 
thftt the Venetians had fuccoured the army of 
Alvinzy, took pofieflion of the caftle Bergamo, 
and made fuch other difpolitions in that part of 
Italy; as indicated his intentions of democratizing 
the entire country. 

A third army, amounting to 50,000 men, 
End four battalions of the Vienna volunteers, had 
arrived to the aid of A^inzy, and in the battle 
of St. Michael, near Verona, the French Ge- 
neral Mafiena defeated a ftrofig detachment ot 
them, taking 600 prifoners, and four pieces of 
cannon : this affair commenced the campaign 
of 1797. 

On the morning of January x the 24th, the 
dreadful carnage of Rivoli took place, in whichi 
7000 were killed and wounded, 13,000 made 
prifoners, and A Ivinzi himfelf narrowly efcaped 
being made a prifoner. 

Upon the 25th, General Guyeux attacked the 
Auftrians at Anguiari, to attempt to throw them 
into confufion before they had entirely effedted 
their pafiage. He did not fucceed in his obje&j 
but made 300 prifoners. 


Upon 
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Upon the 26th, General Angereayi attacked 
them at Anguiari, which produced the frconl 
battle of Anguiari. He made. 2000 prifom-rs, 
took 16 pieces of cannon, aid burnt all their 
bridges over the Adige; but the Au.lrians tak- 
ing advantage of the .night, filed ftraight to- 
wards Mantua. " They had already advanced 
within canndn (hot of this place. ,They attack- 
ed St. George's, a fuburb, which was carefully 
entrenched, and were unable tp carry it. General 
Buonoparte arrived in the night, with reinforce- 
ments, which produced the battle of la Favorite. 
The fruits of this battle were 7000 prifoners, a 
nvtmber of ftandards, cannon, all the baggage 
of the army, a regiment of Huffars, and a con- 
fiderable convoy of provifions and oxen, which 
the Auflrians attempted to introduce into 
Mantua. 

Wormses tried to make a fortie to attack the 
left wing of the French army, but he met with 
the ulual reception, and was obliged to re- 
turn. 

> % , % * 

Behold then in three or four days the 
fifth army of the Emperor entirely deftfoyed* 

G 23,000 
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23,000 prifoners were taken, among whbltt 
was a Lieutenant-general, two Generals, 6000 
men were killed or wounded, with fixty 
pieces of cannon, and about twenty-four ftand 
of colours. All the battalions of the Vienna 
volunteers had been taken prifoners. Their 
colours were embroidered by the hands of th« 
Emprefs. 

- -While we lament the ill fuccefs of Wurmfer 
'—we cannot refrain our admiration of .his char- 
after as drawn by Buonoparte : — 

t( G fneral Witrmser, feventy years of age, 
who this laft campaign has feverely experienced 
the cruelty of fortune, but who has uniformly 
difcovered a courage and conftancy which hif- 
tory will record ; furrounded on every fide after 
the battle of Bafiano, at one Broke lofing part 
of Tyrol and his army, he conceived the ad* 
venturous hope of being able to take refuge in' 
Mantua, from which he was four or five days 
journey diftant, paffed the Adige, routed one 
of our advanced guards at Cerca, traverfed the 
Molinella, and ‘reached Mantua. Shut up in 
this city, he made two or three forties. All of 

them 
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^hem* were unfuccefsful, and all of them tie. 
headed in perfon. But befides the very conlt- 
derable obftacles which our lines of circumvalla- 
t,ion, thickly planted with field-pieces, and 
which he was obliged to furmount, prefented to 
his exertions, he. could only aft, with troops, 
difeouraged by fo many defeats, and weakened 
by the peftilential maladies of Mantua. Not« • 
withftanding that numerous body of mankind, 
ever watchful to calumniate misfortune, will not 
fail to try their perfections againft Wurmfer.” 

It was unexpefted that Mantua could, under 
fuch circumftances of diftrefs hold out any time, 
and accordingly on the 3d of February it capi- 
tulated, but not until 6000 of its garrifon were 
killed, 9000 were fick, and out of 4000 horfes, 
3600 were eaten. 

The principle articles of the capitulation of 
Mantua were : — That the garrifon (hall be pri- 
foners of war, except field-marfhal Wurmfer, 
and all the other Generals, with their Aid- 
cJe-Cam*ps ; 200 cavalry, and 500 individuals, 
chofen by the General Wurmfer. 
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The eyes of Europe; were now turned upoq 
the Archduke Charles, as the opponent of Buo* 
poparte — but promijes to the people and the 
powerful fuccour of a iecond reinforcement un- 
der Kellerman, rendered the French General 
equally fucccfsiful in the battles of Tarvis, and' 
Clagenfourth, and his conteft with the Auftrians 
under Prince Charles coft his Imperial Majefty 
20,000 prifOners, 1 1 ,000 killed and wounded, 
with a vaft quantity of ammunition, flores, &c. 
However, on the ad of Aptil, ’ a cefiation of 
liofilities took place between the contending 
armies; bit not’ before Buonoparte had carried 
his arms within 36 miles of Vienna. 

Wnn the affiance of their tmifaries, the 
French contrived to foment diftuibances in 
Venice, which Buonoparte thought fulficient 
pretext for revolutionizing that ancient Repub- 
lic, and to recompence the great nation for 
his attention to it — levied a contribution of 
80,000,000 livres thereon. 

At Vei ice, a large fleet was fitted out, under 
the command of Guifeppe Buonoparte, the 
younger brother of the Qeneral, and the Turkish 

illand? 
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iflands ofCorcyra, Zant, Cephelania, St. Matirej 
and Corfee, in the Adriatic fea 4 were taken pof- 
feflion of; and the tri-coloured flag, planted on 
the ruins of the walls of the palace of UlyfTes. 

The Dire&ory next appointed him a Pleni- 
potentiary at Raftadt, where his proceedings re- 
ceived the entire approbation of the French Ex- 
ecutive Government. — The Emperor having 
negociated a definitive treaty with the French 
'Republic, con'fitlerably to their advantage^ on 
the 26th of October. 

Whatevfr pretentions this General may have 
to the character of a Republican, a Soldier of 
liberty, or a deliverer of the oppreffcd — his name 
is for ever tarnilhcd by his wretched and tacit 
conqueft of the Swifs cantons; and his acquie- 
fccnce in the orders of the Directory, to that ef- 
fedt. This was his lad military proceeding, pri- 
or to his return to Paris, in December 1797. 

• ‘ •• 

The fituaticn in which Buonoparte left the 
Government of Italy, was in every rcfpedl purely 
fraternal — -a Tranfalpine, Cifalpine, or Italian 
Republic, were already formed, and fufficient 

incendiaries 
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incendiaries were left in Rome, to foment, an in- 
fur^edion with the help of the quandom Ambaf* 
jfador Jofeph Buonoparte this he effe&ed with, 
much naivette Jang froid ; but his intended bro- 
ther-in-law, General Duphot, was killed in the 
affray, which probably was not defigned in the 
agreement. This memorable ?era, which per- 
haps furnilhes Governors for Rome, fof ages, 
took place on the 26th of December, 1797. 

Berthxer, the favoured General of Buono- 
parte, was immediately difpatched with a hun- 
bke horde of Gallic ravagers, to take poffeffion 
of Rome ; and this capital, the once almighty 
xniftrefs of the earth, is by the viciflitude of 
things human, infulted with a mimic form of a 
Republic, fomething fimilar to that which it pof T 
feffed prior to the Auguftan age alas ! how many 
are the methods employed by power to amufe, 
the multitude ! 

On his arrival in. Paris, Buonoparte received 
aU the flattery of the fortunate; — the facets 
blazed illumination,— the hotels conviviality,— the 
public gardens, theatres, and rooms were one 
never ending lcene of gaiety, and he who was 
lucky enough to have Jeen this general, was 

* deefned 
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deemed fomething extraordinary. An expert ' 
proficient in the empiric arts of greafcnefs, he was 
feldom feen abroad j an d when he did condefcend 
to exhibit himfelf to the canaille — Kis Angularities* 
affectations, . and peculiarities were to a degree 
fickening.' However, his condefcenfion in this 
particular, feems to have bCen Very timely, for 
one day in -an abfence from his refidence, in the 
Rue de FiEloire, a few virtuous Republicans waited 
On him, -whofe' evident intentions were juft the 
liberty of making a fcabbard of his body. 


Success, the daughrer ofFortune, is aproftitut- 
ed Deity, whofe fhrine is ever fmoaking with the 
foetid exhalations of abjcCt adoration, of which 1 
none furnifh a more ample inflance than Ma- 
dame Buonoparte ; — the caft off courtezan of^ 
an adventurer fBarras) was now worftiipedas aloft 
. of Semiramrs. Statira, the miftrds of Alexander, 
or Cleopatra, the fyren of Mark Antony, never 
received half the reipeCt which their filler demi-. 
rep received. Portraits, characters, odes, and 
eulogies now conftituted her offerings, -and thefe 
in number fufficient to fire . a for trefs. Whilft 3 
body-guard was appointed tb protect this Hcf- 
, periantreafure, we make no doubt, her favourite 
dragoons often eat the fruit. ' Barr as 
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“ . BARRAs.was ,thc foie" organ through which 
any ‘communication could be had with Buoqo- 
parte, and while he fcorned to cheapen his 
character by public appearance, he was known 
to fpend more of his time in that Director's af - , 
fociation, than he did with his frail partner. 
Rome, felt the fatal ifTue of the confutations of 
Caczar , Lepidus and Antony ; and one day per- 
haps, Paris will bewail her implicit confidence 
in her favourite General and Director. 

With the ordinary pretenfions to juftice, 
which diftinguilhcs the Manifeftoes and Decla- 
rations of all governments in their own territo- 
ries — the Directory now appealed to the people 
of France, on the common fubjeCt of the in- 
juftice of their enemies; their exorbitant de- 
mands and treacheries, as fulFcicnt pretext for 
portraCting' the war. A public fubfeription was 
folicited by the PireCtosv, and acceded toby 
the Soldiery of France — inched others contribut- 
ed mahufeript plays, towards fupporting that 
great paftime — an invafhnof England. t 

Troops from all quarters row poured in, to- 
wards the Weftern Coafts of France, to conftitute 

' what 
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vfeat was termed the Army of England, of which, 

Buonoparte affected to be appointed Comman- 
der in Chief;— and like another Major Sturgeon, 
he boafted, printed, ftormed and threatened En-. 
gland, as did his now exiled predeceflor Du- 
mourier, and' with evidently the fame fuccefs ; 
but not with fimilar intentions,, as is now appa- 
rent; — and in order to give the feal of probability, 
to his intended invalion, the Deal and Dover 


boats, were fufFered to fail within point blank- 
range of Calais batteries, when experiments were 
making under his eye, of whole regiments of ca- 
valry, embarking and difembarkingin an inftant,' 
— the better to facilitate their practice, of landing 
on the mod dangerous of all— Britifh grounds. 


The incenfe which in all ages has been offered 
to the palm of Vidtory, was now the common lot 
of Buonoparte, in Paris, whilft all vied with 
each other in giving fetes, balb and mafquerades. 
Others named their villas after the principal feenes 
of his engagements, — The print Ihops from one 
end of Paris to the other, furnifhed terrifying 
reprefentations, of blood and daughter on paper , 
and a Hanger might in any ftreet be accommo- 
dated with a paflage over the bridge of Lodi, m 

H gingerbread . 
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gingerbread. All the public focieties folicited hilts 
to become members to their rcfpe&ive inftitu- 
tions, fince all agreed that he was equally quali- 
fied to wield a truncheon in the field, a bottle 
at the table, a pen in the clofet, or a pencil in a 
retreat. Civic honors crouded upon him to a 
numberlefs extent, and whilft Tome member of 
the Council of Ancients, requeued him to receive 
a penfioa— -other members of the Council of 
Young Jicn befought him to accept the name of 
Jta/uus, in imitation of Scipio, who received the 
addition of Africanus after his conqueft of. 
Carthage. 

Amongst, the other treafures ofwhich Italy was 
plundered by the French, the following paintings, 
fculptures, intaglos, &c. now ornament various 
parts of Paris. 

The Trunk of Hercules, Laocoon, and Apollo 
of BrKilc-t — two Colloflal Horfes and theif 
managers, fuppoicd to he Alexander and Buce* 
ph.ilu,, bv Pa.dias — the colloflal ftatue of Pom- 
pev on. :« r which Casfar was afiaffinated— -a Silenus 
h.>klmgan t nf.mt Bacchus — anHe'i-maphrodite and 
pying Seneca — The Bull of Junius Brutus — \ 

bronze 
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a bronze Statue of the Wolfe that fucklcd Ro* 
mulus and Remus — The Dying Gladiator, — A 
Buft of Scipio Africanus, — the St. Sufanna, 
which is fuppofed to be the moft exquifite piece 
of modern fculpture exifting — two Landfcapes 
by Claude — -MachiaVel and Csfar, by Titian— 
the Laft Supper by Carravagio — A Portrait of 
Rorgia, by Raphael— St., Peter, half length, by 
Guido, — the celebrated Painting of St. Cecelia 8c . 
St. Jerome, for which two millions and half fter- 
nlig were offered, and fome thoufands inferior 
noes. 

* < * 

After fo much vaunting and the many ter- 
rible airs which Buonoparte had given himfelf 
refpedting England, after forgetting as ufual to 
fulfil his ptomifes towards that country, after his 
fugacity in thefe particulars, and his late inva- 
sion of Egypt, we will not negledt to evince in 
our charadter of him, that although his enmity 
againft us is infinite, his judgment is not ralh, 
and that to the lowring mind of a confpirator, 
he adds.a fhadowy looking body, which reminds 
us of a moving figure of ftratagem. 


fl 2 , 
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: CHAP. IV. 

The prefent Order of things in France. — An Expedi* 
tion fuggejled, and adopted. — Buonoparte appoint 
ted to command it. — Obfervations on the probable 
real Intentions of the Directory therein. 

The revolution of France, was not merely a 
revolution of government, but of mind ; and 
fcarcely had that nation in part fucceeded in what 
had hitherto been deemed an idle chimera, (the 
fuppreffion of the houfe of Bourbon,) when it 
fuppofed all other attempts poflible. The vaft 
Canal of Languedoc, was undertaken and pro- 
ceeded with,— an Odeon eftabliflied, — a National 
Inftitute opened, — and many other public works 
begun, all for the greater part of as much utility 
to that nation, as the great wall of China ; and 
ferving at once to illuftrate the remark, that great 
edifices are tokens of great defpotifm, — witncfs 
the ftruftures of Rome, Paris, Egypt, Perfepolis, 
and Palmyra, in the refpeftive a»ras at which they 
were ere&ed. The bourgeoije of Paris, wearied 
of taking their grijfettes cbarmante, to fee the 
fountains of Verfailles, Fountainbleau, and Sr. 

Cloud, 
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Cloud, play dn Sundays, and ever on the alert 
for novelty, contrive at prefent to introduce 
them to the palace of the Thuilleries, there to 
hcftow their ** marbtieus” mon ditus , &c. upon 
Roman bulls, ftatues, cameos, intaglios, and re- 
lievos, without end j and if M. Buonoparte purfue 
his ravages, we have no doubt, he may oblige 
them with an Egyptian pyramid, to feaft their 
inexhauftible curiofity upon. 

Among other plans, which the new French 
government invariably make it a rule to adopr, 
is that of receiving the opinions of the molt illi- 
terate and. obfcure, upon the moft abftrule fub- 
jedt, provided it be arranged with common or- 
der } under thofe regulations, we are not furpri- 
fed they fhould adopt the plan of an attempt 
upon Egypt. - 

Early in June, '1798, it was known in Lon- 
don, that Buonoparte had failed from Toulon, 
with a large armament, and fleet of tranfports ; 
and whijft fome fuppofed he was deftined for Ire- 
land, others believed his intention was to invade 
Scotland, — for fo often had he threatened Eng- 
land, that the fincerity of his promises were much 

fufpedted. 
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fufpeAed. More fagacious politicians Believed* 
be wilhed to form a junction with the Spanifh 
-Admiral, Don Maffaredo, to beliege Gibraltar j 
whiUl few dreamed that his orders were to wreft 
Fgypt from the Grand Seignior ; particularly as 
M. Dubayer, the French Ambaffador, at Con- 
ftantinople, had lately .received privileges and 
diftindtioris, hitherto never conferred upon an 
European plenipotentiary. The fuite of that 
Ambaffador, were even allowed to perform mi- 
litary evolutions in the portico ’.of the Seraglio, 
for the amufement of the ladies of the Haram ; 
and to fuch an extent had thefe indulgences been 
carried, that they were officially and ineffedtual- 
ly complained of by the minifters of the coalefced, 
powers; and while the neutrality which was ob- 
ferved by the Sublime Porte towards France, 
duringher Revolution, it wasfuppofed would ex- 
empt the Turks from -any attack from that na- 
tion, on the principle of retribution ; none could 
fuppofe the Directory bafe enough to attempt 
the deftrudlion of an empire, whole political ex- 
iftence could never inre'rfere with, or rival thofe 
of France. 

Birr the fame boundlefs and unprincipled am- 
bition, which invaded the Swifs Cantons, which’ 

deceived 
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deceived the credulous Poles, which menaced 
Genoa, and excited Ireland to rebellion, would 
with fimilar apathy attack any other power, ic 
dared to attack* Hence refle&ion will efface fur- 
prize, when it is now known, that the Executive 
Power of France did caufe an invafion of the 
Turkifh empire; accordingly we find, that their 
favourite General, Buonoparte, made good his 
landing, near the port of Scanderoon, in'Lower 
Egypt, on the 26th June,, with 40,000 men, 
arms and ammunition. 

Without pretending to a pofleffion of any 
other information on the event of this expedition, 
than what the public are already in pofleffion of, 
through the medium of the public prints, and 
which a recital thereof in thefe pages, would have 
too great an appearance of verbofity and inappo- 
fite intrufion ; we (halt barely offer iome obfer- 
vations and communications thereon, which pe- 
culiar circumftances enable us to lay before the 
public exclufively. 

W.e are perfuaded that the general notion en- 
tertained in India, viz: that M, Buonoparte** 
dired orders and intentions are, to attempt the 

conqcft 
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conqucft of Hindooftan, will be found to b$ 
both premature and conceived with very fuper- 
Jjcial fagacity. Indeed the enterprize which ‘orar 
enemies have lately evinced, and the rapidity of 
their conquefts, might qualify them for many un-. 
dertakings ; — but we mud not fuppofe they fpe- 
culate to mifcarry, as would evidently be the ' 1 
cafe, were they to make fuch an attempt. Buono- 
parte is convinced, that inftead “ of the moft 
delightful country in the univerfe,” which he 
deferibes the Terra Firma of Italy to be, that 
he has firft to pafs the fcorching fands of Arabia 
Deferta, to accomplifh fuch a purpofe; he 
is well acquainted with the difference between 
a fierce' band of Bedouin Arabs, and an Army of- 
Italian Cafiratos ; although defperation might 
force him to attack an enemv fuperior in num- 
ber under many difadvantages, yet he will never 
quit Lower Egypt, and fqffer his communication 
with the fea to be cut off, for the certain anni- 
hilation of his troops by fuffbeating hot winds, 
dyfenteries and all the maladies of a naturally 
unhealthy climate, torrid zone and tropical 
temperature, all of which he muft encounter, 
lhould he be induced to pufh his conquefts. He 
well knows that from no adjacent power (fuch as 
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Qcnoa. Has been to him when in Italy) car. he, 
extort fupplies by menace; he is well aware that 
in place of the populous towns of Lombardy, 
where he could levy contributions at pleafure, 
that the Arabian hqrdes carry their treafures. 
and tenements upon their backs, like his own 
prowling pandours, and. plant themfelves for the. 
moment where nature has planted verdure.; 
be remembers Nelfon, and prqbably at this 
time has not much inclination to imitate Pha- 
roah, in leading his hoft through the Red Sea 
into India, left Admiral Renier might, like ano- 
ther Mofes, overthrow the infidel ; he is confi- 
dent, that Britifh troops are not precifdy fo cre- 
dulous, as the foldiers of the Pope ; neither are. 
they fo eafily frightened by the fun a France fe t —~ 
and that they never confider caufe, when they can 
difeern the enemy of their country, and that 
’though he were to promife like an angel, they 
would believe him yet a Frenchman he is 
aware, that he muft wage war on very unequal - 
grounds, with the Britifh powers in India, whofe- 
permanency and fituation in this country, would 
enable them to bring frefli troops to the charge 
every hour, while his would diminifh in piopor- 
On enquiry he will find, that Mefirs. 
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L&Uy, Pupleix, &c. have not left the moft favo* 
fable impreffioa on the memories of the native 
Indian powers : and that he can e? pe£t little af« 
Ififtance from the handful of Frenchmen at Pon* 
dichcrry, or in any other part of India, as they 
are for the mod part emigrant royalifts, who it* 
thebiticrnefs of their fouls, ci’rfe his principles, 
which have bereft them of friends, fortune, and 
their native country ; and whofe relidence in In- 
dia, is on fufferance — for fuch a period, as their 
tacit behaviour may entitle them to protection. 

Notwithstanding, certain jt is, that the 
French Republic have views in this expedition, 
adequate to the enterprize, and of thefe more 
than one exift, which we (hall notice accor* 
dingly. 

When the expedition was propofed in March, 
laft, in the. Council of Five Hundred by the Depu- , 
ty Efchafleriaux, fome of the advantage^ to be de- 
rived from fuch an event were noticed by him iq 
the following manner : — “ It is, (faid hfe) in turn- 
ing my eye to the geographical chart of the 
world, and in running over the pofitions, the 
connections and communications which recent 

treaties 
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treaties have given fo the French Republic,, - 
and in following to the South the movement of 
regeneration, which her genius and revolution 
have imprinted on this part of the earth, that I 
find the country where the French nation ought 
to place her new eflablilhtments. If there be»# 
country known for its ancient fertility, inhabit- 
ed by various tribes of people but half civilized, 
and which induffry might reftore to a whole* 
fome temperature of climate, and to the culture 
of produ&ions the- moft precious — a country 
which is only feparated from the new dominions 
of France by a narrow lea, to' which' French- 
men may eafily go by the new road which they 
have opened for themfelver, thorough the territo- 
ries of their allies , where the ixpences of a new 
eflablHhment will be /mail, and the fuccefs cer- 
tain — it is there that policy and nature invite the 
Republic to found a colony. 

** To defign a country by fucli a defeription, 
is to name that country, the. envy of ancient con- 
querors, ’where Alexander formed the project to 
place the feat of his empire, and the centre of the 
commerce of the univerfe. Behold a plan wor- 
thy of Frenchmen 1 — A colony which will not cofi 

i 2 them 
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them a drop of blood ; which will not only chricli 
the Republic, but by fertilizing a new part of the 
earth, will open a new mart for the arts, for the 
activity and fpcculations of all,.the trading parts 
of Europe. This colony will allure to us a grea* 
ter advantage, it will give new ftrengih to the 
French Adriatic Ifles, of which it will be- 
come the. Bulwark. By rendering the Republic 
iniftrefs of the commerce of the Mediterranean, 
and of the ports of the Red Sea, it will oppofe a 
barrier to the avidity of our enemies in the trade 
of the Levant; by becoming the mart of all 
the merchandize of India, which comes by the 
Perfian Gulf, and by the Arabian Defert, it will 
unirc the commerce of the Eaft with that of the 
Weft ; it will give to the fmall iflands, and to the 
ports of the Mediterranean, that a&ivity which 
they enjoyed when Egypt was the centre of the 
commerce and of the navigation of the earth. 
The clofe of this century, fo vaft in hardy con- 
ceptions, and in events favourable to humanity, 
will fee alfo ai colony rear itfelf, not founded 
upon principles of flavery and tyranny, but on 
thofe of liberty and benevolence; upon ties truly 
focial ; upon wants and comforts that are reci- 
procal. 
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" It is not only under the view of commercial 
interefts that it will be glorious for France tb 
found a colony in Egypt. Thefe two great pro- 
jects wait, perhaps, for the genius of Frenchmen 
to be realized. One is, the junBicn of the Medi- 
terranean with' the Red Sea, by the If brnus of Suez , 
one of the moft vaft ideas formed by the anci- 
ents, but which they did not dare to execute. 
The other is, the reconnection of the canal, which 
in the time of Sefoftris carried to the mouths of the 
Nile the merchandize of the Indies , tranfported * by 
the Arabian Gulf. 

“ The lime is favourable, and we mtijl feize on 
this country to prevent other nations from doing it in 
cur ft e ad '' 

There are 50 fcientific men employed in this 
expedition, among whom are 4 aftronomers, 5 
engineers, 3 naturalHls, 3 mineralogifts, 4 chie- 
mifts, 1 geometrician, 1 botaniit, 1 ^oologift, a 
phyficians, and 3 furveyors. 

• 

Here are a multiplicity of publics : iews enter- 
tained by the Directory, in their Egyptian ex-* 
pedition, exclufive of an invalton of Hindoltan, 

Icr 
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let u$ now proceed ro notice their provable prU 
iiati Ones, which like the fecret articles of a 
treaty are never difclofcd until they are fulfilled. 

Thb central fituat-ion of Egypt is too impor-. 
tant to be fuffered to remain in the hands of 
Frenchmen for any length of time ; they may, 
by a permanent and undifturbed pcff.flion there- 
of, afiift the cfiftant provinces of the Ruffian em- 
pire in revolts of the mbfl dmgerous delcrip* 
tion ; in which cafe the Perfiarti, they are con- 
vinced, would at any hout 1 affifl them. 

Should the Directory be induced' to declare 
tvar againft the Tuiks, they can attick their 
dominions in two places at the fame time, and 
thus by dividing their forces, more effectually 
conquer them. As a confide; able fleet of troop 
boats are known to be Rationed in December, 

1 797* in the vicinity of the Archipelags of 
Greece, under the command of Guifeppe Buo- 
noparte, the voOnger brother of the General. 

■ If a junction be formed between the Mediter- 
ranean and the Red Seas, the French may de- 
hjge Europe with Afiatic luxuries, at one fourth 

of 
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-pf the prefent price, paid for thofc articles of 
commerce, and thereby much injure the BritHfy • 
commerce in India, if not totally .annihilate it. 
Again, ftiould fuch a junction take place, tho> 
voyage to India may be performed in as many 
weeks, as months are now cmj,l. yed for tha$ 
tjurpof.-, by avoiding the Cape of Good Hope. 


In cafe the dcfi^ns of the Diredlory might be 
extended to hoftile views on India, thejundion of 
the Red and Mediterranean Seas would enable 
them to attack the Eriiilh po£cflions in many 
places at the fame time, and thereby difconcert 
Whatever obftruilious we aiay oppofe to their in- 
tentions. 


The Executive Power of France are well 
aware of the ambition of Buonoparte and his 
co-.adjutors, Berthier and Angereau, and they 
probably anticipate, that as Buonoparte avowedly 
imitates Casfar in his manners, he may alfo imi- 
tate that conqueror in the fubjtigation of his own 
country,* to aveit which they have given him 
an army of adventurers, and Egypt to com- 
mence dominion for himfelf upon. Not there- 
by to preferve France from flavery, but to in- 

fure 
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fore their own permanence in fituadon anti 
power. 

The Direttory are well convinced Mr. Pitt 
is, emphatically obferving — a man of nerves, 
and will never confent to peace by refigning either 
the Cape, or Ceylon, and thereby fuffer France 
to have a dangerous footing in the vicinity of the 
Indian Peninfula ; for no man would accommo- 
date a robber with an appartment in his houfe ; 
and they, it is not improbable might have fet 
on foot this expedition in order to create a diver - 
Jion in favour of any future negociations for. 
peace ; if fo, they cannot charge us with reci- 
procal impolitenefs, fince Admiral Nelfon has 
in return provided for their fleet an entertain - 
. ment . 


But the improbability of the fuccefs of this 
expedition, is fo obvious, as to require no argu- 
ment to fupport it, — one Ihort obfcrvation is fuf- • 
ficient; — were France in pofleflion of the Red 
Sea, the fuperiority of the Britifh fleet alone is 
fufficient to annihilate their marauders, and the 
numerous armies w hich Ruffia and rhe Porte 
are now bringing again (1 France in that quarter^ 

and> 
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fad the event will barely furnifh poftetity with 
another pretty epifodiary talc in the Hiftory of 
Egypt in addition to the fall of Pompey, equal* 
ly paradox, equally true—** In the end of the 
1 8th century, M. Buonoparte efcaped exploded 
in L’Oiient, but met that fate in the Eaf** 


Chap. v. 

Ot/et vat ions on the CfraraSer of a Conqueror— its 
application to M. Buonoparte , bis Manners and 
Peculiarities— with reflefdions on the Rapidity of 
his Conquefs. 

Were ft convocation of all the learned focie- 
ties on earth fummoned, and were it poffible to 
concentrate into one focus all the pofterior 
knowledge of men, perhaps a more ufeful pro* 
pofition could not be fubmitted to be refolved, 
than an enquiry to know ; ** What L the greateft 
poffible evil which could poffibly befal man- 
kind j” — its utility would be apparent — by beinjjj 
known it might be guarded againft. The mo* 
ralift, philofopher, phyfician, and naturalift 

K might 
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flight Severally urge their theories of evil, trial 
t£$ all would be local, ajl would be equally in- 
efficient in afcerraining the true one. Another 
is unnoticed which but fcldom Occurs, and when 
it does, compenfates for its fcarcity by its mag- 
nitude — it at prefent is in a ftate of progreffive 
embryo, and whoever is foremoft to alarm 
mankind therewith-, is forward to do good; thus 
with regret we behold, that nature fometimes 
afflifts the world with mifery, to revenge the 
abufe beftowed upon her bleffings, aided by the 
elements, the earthquakes, and the luxuriant 
fancy of her own imagination and power, (he 
tumbles an armed' monfter, fword foremoft into 
exiftencc, amidft ftuies, fire and gore, — with a 
blood-ftained label on his hillocked brow, af- 
frightened trembling humaniry with the name of 
“ Conqueror — the earth beneath his weight 
awhile finks from her orbit, and all twinkling 
funs of diftant Ipheres, condoling our downfall, 
a mordent and anon l'ufpcnd their light. 

Who is unacquainted with the murder-ftained 
annals of Tamerlane, Saladin, and Philip ?~who 
exifting, has not heard of the ferocious Hanni- 
bal, the wanton flaughterer, Alexander, the in- 
cendiary 



• <gn diary of PerfcpoUs ; and the infidoous ruffian, 
Julius Caefrr, with Nero, Bajazet, Charlemagne* 
and a thoufand other fcourges of the human race,’ 
who have been feverally worfhiped under the in- 
fernal title of Conquerors ; and after exifting in an 
«ra in which we can amend our opinions,' by a 
review of the errors of fix thoufand years, can 
the world, or any nation therein, glory in the 
man whofe conduit marks him as a candidate 
for the nitche in the temple of folly, murder, and 
wanton cruelty ? — Affuredly not j reafon^ may 
with the world be for a moment fupprefled, but 
her dictates return with reanimated ^energy. 

The conqueror is a dread known animal, of 
infiduous, fanguine name,— he feels not friend - 
Ihip, but to mafk confpiracies, — his fmile is but 
the cloak of his dagger, — and the tender confan- 
guinities of nature, are regarded by him, as fo 
•many frivolous confiderations, fit only for the 
obfervancc of the vulgar, and as' no obftruftion 
in his road to power ; — his caprice is the, law of 
mankind, — his nod, their terror, — and his fword, 
the term Of their exiftence. He feoffs at foetal 
order,* and reciprocal duty, in fecret, but in pub- 
lic is a faftidious obferver ot formalities. Than 
K 2 him, 
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him, can bone in the aflembly, hinge the knee, 
With more obfequious fubferviency ; but in hi# 
palace, the affrighted menial returns in terror, 
the poignard which tyrannic anger drove again!!; 
his breaft; (laughter, death, affafUnation and 
cruelty, arc the fteps of his throne, and juftice 
opprefled, is forced to lend her couchaht body, 
for his footftool ; — his affedtions are uncertain a# 
bis temper ^ and he elevates only to deprefs ; — the 
fword, piibol, poignard, poifon, axe and guil- 
lotine, are the emblematic ornaments of his 
chamber, and his motto is “univerfal conqueft;” 
—his mind is an imaginary model of deformity, 
and his body a kind of Cyclops headed monftet , 
which fees all things with- an univerfal eye of 
fufpicion, jealoufy or revenge, and conveys an 
jlluftrative idea of the horrible ; — his days arc 
exhaufted, in urging the cruel machinations of 
his nights, and his amufements are a contempla- 
tion of the natural qualities of the panther,' 
tyger, and hyena ; — tire miferics of mankind are 
amongft his pleafures, and the walls of his palace 
are" built with the mutilated ikdetons of his bro* 
thers, fulers, wives, rivals, and other objfruc- 
tions to ufurpation j— the human race, like th^ 
fands, uphold his ambitions ftrides, until refo- 
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Jution. like the air, furrounds and strangles him;' 
and then, oh! lamentable to hear, one life 
cannot appcafe the_manes of millions ( 

The man who would make his debut in life, 
with every appearance of afliiming," when con*, 
venient, the character juft faintly delineated 
ftiould, whatever exterior appearance he may 
affume, be held up to immortal execration, and 1 
that M. Buonoparte is the candidate for fucha 
part is notorious ; his manners, habits, meafures 
and propenfities are his accufers ; his country 
fhould be his tribunal, and prudent exile the re- 
ward of his dangerous ambition. 

We exift in an age when empires have other 
means than thofe of conqueft to enrich tbetn- 
felves, and the focial ijuercourfe which the end- 
lefs channels of commerce have pointed out 
fhould be a chief barrier to univerfal domination. 
Men in the prefent day profper by their induftry 
and judgment, and not by the vaffal-like in- 
fluence, which their fevcral weights may caft into 
the fcare of fome feudal chief. 

The fecret ambition of Buonoparte cannot 
^oflibjy militate fo much againflf any other 

country. 
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country, or in fo prominent a degree as ajfainft 
France, for in other parts be can merely em- 
ploy, but tbe theory of villainy, whereas by 
means of his co-adjutors — his dependants, his 
friends, reputation, and domeftic influence, he 
ran appear in the fame hour by proxy, in the 
rhaflt of the aflaffin in Paris, and with the trun- 
cheon of an invader in perfon, upon the frontier* 
' of fome neutral peaceful power. 

There did exift a period in the hiftory of the. 
World, in which (becaufe men could not be 
better employed,) the whole lives of millions 
were confumed in following the fortunes of fome 
attic prowler, who loft the appellations of mur- 
derer, robber, defpoiler of challity and depo- 
pulate^ in that of conqueror ; the art of war was 
known almoft prior the art of agriculture, and 
hence it is that fo many ftalking fpecimens of 
human turpetude, blacken the annals of hiftory. 
In the early ages of rnan, the individual owed his 
life to the caprice of his lord, and an appeal 
from it was deemed a crime of imtneafurable. 
depth ; but in this day, when civilizatiorii has ft> 
much ameliorated our conditions, all men have 
foil employment in emulating each other to be 

ufeful, 
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ufeful, and not like the fuperftitiom and igpoi 
rant of other ages, in .deifying a tyrannic con- 
queror. Perhaps all' the boafted privileges and 
rights of modern liberty, cannot counpenfate hu- 
manity for the blood, nor pofterity 'for the bad 
example of having fuccoured and idolized an 
ambitious General. Whatever the feerpt princi- 
ples and intentions of Buonoparte may be, or 
however well he may diffimulate, all the world 

Ihould recoiled he is by birth a Cot/air. 

| > 

The ordinary military commander of the day, 
is commonly content*with fuccefs, and whatever 
reward his country may allow h*m. , Implicit 
confidence is too dangerous a companion for 
implicit power, and hence, unlefs where pecu- 
liar circumftances juftify the meafure, the de- 
pendence of Generals fhould be at home, and 
not upon themfelves abroad. The officer who 
is fuficred to have too unbounded a difcretional 
will in an enemy’s country, frequently becomes 
dangerous to furrounding nations, and indepen- 
dent of* his own. What nation on earth 
would have refufed its aid in crulhing Wafhing- 
ton, had that General marauded the earth and 
difturbed neutral countries, after accomplishing 

the 
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tbe fikefty of his own. Again, perhaps In 'Sit 
tlfc'correfpondence of Walhington, ini his pro* 
tarnations, addrefies and other official papers; 
»o fuch names as Alexander, Gefar, or Hanoi* 
bai difgrace his model! prdwefs— -whilft fuch 
epithets as fame; glory, immortality and renown 
render foetid the bombaftic pen of his two-cam* 
paigned cbntempotary. 

t * r 

When- imagination decyphers the portrait of 
an incendiary, who Ikolks in face of day, to no* 
rice where he may apply his phofphoric appara* 
tus by night,, the chara&er infenfibly affimilateS 
with that of Buonoparte, who carries on his per- 
fon, the Works of Macbtavel, and pretends fin* 
cerity, and " refpedt to religion,” — and whole 
refpeft to religion is verified in a proclamation, 
ififued in the Papal dominions, wherein he ob* 
ferves, — “ the dominion of Jejus Chrifl , is not of 
this world.” How frequently do we behold the 
fport of nature, annihilated for deformity of 
body, whilft her crimes of mental hideoufnefs, 
are extolled by infatuated ignorance, and won- 
dering credulity ! 

The true foldier, like the wary gamefitr, 
makes his calculations of danger, with nice dif- 

crimination. 
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crimination and judicious experience j and while 
mankind attribute the fuccefs of -both, to fome. 
intuitive gift of nature, the „ wily plunderers, 
laughing at the admiration bellowed upon their 
fuccefsfui p raft ice of common caufe and efieft, 
build their pretenfionr to fuperiority of ikill, 
upon the firft of all foundations — the ignorance 
of their judges. * 

Whoever would deem Buonoparte a great 
General, would not even flatter him, but the 
man who would term him a Conqueror, would 
excite his refpeft and*atterttion. His induftri- 
ous imitation of the aftcients, is fo notorious, that 
we muft Here notice the vanity and ambition of 
the man, and leave the world to decide upon 
the comparifons ofhimfelf, with his predecefibrs* 

. This meteor of military prowefs, is deferibed, 
aS poffeffing a perfon about five feet fix inches' 
in height, a fprite-like body, which at anaflafli- 
nation, would be found to poilefs alt the conve- 
nient plenticude, and venom of the fnake ; a 
down call eye, which views, without beholding 
objefts, .<md its fparkling darknefs appropriately 
indicates the fable chamber of his mind, of which 

L ' it 
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icis an index ; an actjuiline nofe, pointed with 
atrid tyranny and difdain ; and a forehead pro* 
minent enough to convince the beholders, that 
the foul machinations of his head always conquer 
and defy the generous di&ates, if any, of his 
heart. With command of countenance fuffici- 
cnt to be gay, fad, folemn, and fevere, by turns, 
he poflefies addrefs and fenfibility enough to de- 
ceive Lavater into an opinion, that his vifage is 
a living model of juftiee, innocence, and fimpli- 
city. Like all tempofifers, he is all things to all 
men, when an end is to be aceomplifhed,— but 
inflexibility of four behaviour marks his manners 
on a contrary occafion ; and while he fuppofes 
his reputation is exalted enough to affedt much 
Angularity, he is cartful to catch every opportu- 
nity to increafe it. His premature knowledge 
of mankind* enables him to time his farcical 
punftilios with accuracy ; and at intervals, he ap- 
pears much immured in refleftion, and is pleafed 
to be thought abfent in memory, and piques him- 
fdf not a little, upon his being the firft adopted 
Frenchman, who \does not adt under "the guid- 
ance of petticoat influence. With the charadter 
of a mifanthrope, from his earlieft youttf, he has 
been careful to avoid the unpopular odium of a 

woman 
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woman hater, by his faplefs marriage for ambi- 
tious convenience, with the miftrefs of his pa- 
tron. 

An expert mechanic in the quackery of great-, 
nefs, he never negle&s the fmalleft circumstance 
which may tend to procure him a nitche in the 
temple of fame ; he is allowed a body-guard of 
Soldiers, whomuft be Severally qualified for fuch 
an honorable poll, by having performed fome 
prodigy of valour in his own prefence. 

The Poet, when he imitates Horace, or any 
other ancient writer, or the painter when he co- 
pies a Titiafl, Guido, or Claude Lorraine, with 
becomming candour, declare their models, and 
like another unoriginal genius, Buonaparte's acti- 
ons inadvertently publilh the notoriety of his 
. imitations of the Greeks and Romans, which 
infenfibly detratt from his reputation. Thus, 
when Cajfar was fent into Spain, after having 
Served the office of Praetor, he Hied tears on be- 
holding/tHe Statue of Alexander; and Buono- 
part'e in his march to Alexandria in Egypt, is 
laid to have Ihed tears, on beholding the pillar of 
Potnpey. Alexander pretented to be fo critical 
La 


a 
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a judge of Homer's Iliad, that hiftory a flares us, 
he carried that work on his perfori, in a fmall 
golden calkct .and Buonaparte, not lefs a Phi- 
lologift, eredled a monument to Virgil, with a 
pompous infcription thereon, in which his own 
name, by frequent repetition, Teemed to fuppljr 
the place of. grammatical particles. Caligula lent 
a fraall Egyptian Pyramid, from Heliopolis to 
' Rome, which has for ages lain in the Church of 
St. Peter, and another of Red Qranite, was fent 
by the Emperor Conftantine. Buonoparte, re- 
folving not to be out (hone in any of thefc par- 
ticulars, has taken care to plunder all Italy, not 
to embeilifh and enrich Paris, but to perpetuate 
, his own memory. 

CjEsar fcrupled not to infufe an enthuflafm 
ip his troops, by means of augury, omens and 
oracles; whilfl Cromwell in the fame hour, plays 
ed the fanftified devotee and cruel ufurper; — 
and Buonoparte not lefs an adept in hypocrify 
than his predeceffors, accofts his army with the 
epithets of (t Soldiers of Liberty ”— “ Deliverers 
of Mankind, ~ tl Modern Romans ,” and the like, 
whilft monuments, inferiptions, fwords, promo- 
tions, rewards and diilruftions, are diftributed 
without end. Notwithstanding 



lUOHOPAATE. ^ 

Notwithsandin6, with all the vanity pf * 
profound and vain egotift, the officer who 
would counterwork, would do ill to undervalue 
him, he poflcffes in a peculiar degree; that deci- 
fion of character, which Ibould ever diftinguilh 
the military mail; fhort meafpre*, and ftrong is hi* 
precept ; an inftancc of this was evinced in his 
treatment of.^n Auftrian Officer, who was taken 
£y one of his picquets. 

Thb Officer was obferved to have (wallowed* 
fmall white ball, which circumftance was related 
to Biionoparte, who afleed the Auftrian, whether 
he would take the common methods of evacu- 
ating the ball immediately, by forced vomit; to 
which he anfwered with a negative. Buonoparte 
immediately ordered him to be taken outfide, 
(hot, and his bowels examined, by a Surgeon 
then prefent. The Auftrian fuppofing this was 
meiely meant to terrify him, obftinately perfifted 
in difeharging the ball, which was fuppofed 
to contain a fecret difpatch; however, when 
he was "forcibly blindfolded, he requefted to 
be again brought before Buonoparte, who ha- 
ving been attrafted by impatience, to fee the 
ball, thefpot where he was about to perifti, 

called 
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called out,—** I am a foldier, not a player-let 
me have the ball j” the officer was inftantly Ihot, 
and the ball was found to have contained infor. 
jnation of the firft importance. 

Wqin the priefts of Pavia had caufed an in. 
fprre&ion in that place, and all the French troops 
to the number of 300, who were left to garrifon 
the town, were murdered ; on intelligence being 
fenc to Buonoparte, he ordered another 300 
men, to march into that c,ity ; at the fame time 
fending with the commanding officer, a meflage, 
replete with point and brevity, it was couched 
jn the following terms : — 

“ Priests, 

** Scorning to take revenge by retali- 
ation upon you, for the murder of my 
gallant troops,— I fend you a number 
equal to the firft ; and if a Angle hair of 
a Frenchman’s head is hurt, I will put 
you all to the fword, raze your gty to the 
ground, and eredt a column therein .with 
this infeription, 

“ HERB ONCE STOOD PAVIA.” 

This 
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This had the deiired effcft, and the priefts ex- 
pe&ing immediate death, which being agreeably 
difeppointed in, became chief abettors of the 
French caufc in that quarter. 

That he has an improved and cultured tafte 
foriftratagem — the following is an inftance: ha- 
ving attacked the troops of -Wormier, before 
that General threw himlelf into Mantua, at the 
battle of Areola, and finding his numbers infwf- 
ficient to efleft his purpofe, he difpatcbed 25 
trumpeters to the back of Wurmfcr’s line, to 
found a charge upon .the left wing, whilft he at- 
tacked the front and right; the charge was foun- 
ded, the trumpeters gallopped up with fpeed, 
and by the confufion into which the manoeuvre 
threw his enemies, who fuppofed themfelves at- 
tacked front and rear, he was enabled to feize 
the wreath of victory. 

At Legano, his prefence of mind not only 
faved a detachment of his army, but himfeif, 
from being made prifoners. By an able ma- 
noeuvre, Wurmfer forced him to divide his army 
into many parts in the fame hour; and having 
underftood, that Buonoparte could only at that 
inftant command 1200 men, at whofc head he 

was. 
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WSs, the General ordered an Aid -da-camp to 
acquaint Buonoparte, that he was (unrounded 
by the Imperial troops, which was nearly the cafe; 
but as all had -not marched up, Buonoparte or- 
dered the Aid-du-camp to take the bandage 
from his eyes* which he immediately did, when* 
he was addrefied thus, ** If your lhallow 'lighted 
General, dares to take the Commander in Chief 
of the Republican army, let him try it, — every 
one knows the entire army are here, and if youf 
detatchment does not lay down their arms inf 
eight minutes, (taking out his watch, and ma- 
king a private lignal to his own troops, who 
immediately huzzaed repeatedly, ) 1 will put 
them every man to the (word.”-*— Wurmfcr fup- 
pofing himfelf circumvented, ordered his troops 
to ground their arms, which the French firft 
poffefled themlelves of, and afterwards of their 
prifoners, to the amount of 4000. 

That he is not deficient in courage, the 
bridge of Lodi, the attack of Robefpierre's, 
Commander of the National Guard at Paris, M. 
Henriot, and the pafiagc of the Adige will 
verify. 


No 




have been all attributed to bis fuperior judgment, 
courage, and practical knowledge of the art of 
war, unaided by any other contingent oaufe-; but 
the fallacy of this fuppofition' will be evident* 
When It is known, that 

* 1 a 

Fijist,-— The national character of the Italians, 
their fupinenefs, indolence, luperftkion and' in- 
experience, as a military people, made them a 
very proper Obje# for a young General, to gain a 
a name by their conqueft. 

* 4 

Second, 




were concerted Jtfttafc* a# 
that univcffaJl and celebrated s*4ii«^y.ii|^, tfco 
Director Carnot, who at hit chamber m Paris* 
mi iothe midil of hi* maps, efcarist, globes, teli- 
graphs, mi dtfpatchcs, officially ffire&ed the 
movements of fourteen armies, in various parts 
’ of Europe, in the fame hour. 

} ** f v 

Fourth.-— H e was aided by feven Generals, 
whom he frequently acknowledges were no way* 
inferior to himtelf ’in ttriHtWy tadtcs, viz;. A»- 
gereau, Madina, Berthier, Delatgne, Lahatpe, 

Duphot and Scherrurier. 

• *• 

* H> 

Fifth,— I taly is a country* where, prior to 
the prefen t war; the fword had long been fhea- 
thed ,*«nd the people totally unfit for oppofiog 
necaflitous Republicans, and where the climate 
tended more than the bayonet, to deftroy the 
Auftrians who were their allies; it is a |pot, 

M 7 where 
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where AM? people had been employed In training 
opei* 'dancers, ®u%ians, painters, and poets,, 
whf the diversion of Europe, and whfcH emaci- 
ated, whining eunuchs is the chief ftaple commo- 
dity;— where liberty is well known, but not prac- 
tifed fince the sera preceding the Auguftan age ; 
and Where the writing^ of Taffo, Metaftatio and 
others, contributed to keep alive the ancient 
grandeur of the Roman Republic, until a con- 
venient opportunity offered to confolidate it in 
modern times. It is a country, the government 
of which had long iince been rendered odious, 
by the. avaricious exa&ion of the church, who 
fold pardons, corn, grace and coin, at whatever 
“price tbeir priefts chole to put upon them, and 
where the numerous emiflaries of the French 
never negle&ed to fow difaffe£Uon and demo- , 
cracy. AU thefe formidable af&ftanccs exifted 
and arofe independanc of himfelf, and were 
chiefly inftrumental in the conqueft of Italy. 

’ Hitherto we have followed him in his pro- 
greffional ftrides of unvaried fortune, and as. 
Demoflhenes obferved of Phillip, that Goddefs 
feems to have fufpended her ficklenefs alone for 
him,— yet had he numerous local circumftances 

to 
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to aid his talents, which did he cotmnand is the 
laft century, he would have found bimfelf tend* 
ly defticute of.— Like moft public nteo, iwe Ova 
his firft notice to fixed political principles $ and 
his fervice* at Toulon were not fo much valued, 
as the critical hour in which he offered them;— 
again his dec i five condud in the Confplmcy of 
Robefpierre in Paris ; his facrifice of all delicacy 
in the marriage of the miftrefs of his Patron, on 
the fpecific condition of commanding the Army 
of Italy. To his local knowledge of that coun- 
try, the fluency with which he fpoke the lan- 
guage and his intimacy, with the manners of Italy, 
his promifes of freedom to his credulous and fu- 
perftitious Italian believers, are to be attributed 
much of his fuccefles. He had to encounter fol ' 
' diers who were unwilling to defend their Sove- 
reigns ; and he was ever feduloufly induftrious to 
obferve to a maxim the divifion of princes and 
people. His invariable^ method of perpetually 
keeping his army undiminifhed, by revolution- 
izing the territories he had. over-run, and lea- 
ving the malcontents to guard and govern the 
former municipalities. His troops were already 
enthufiafts, and their zeal alone contributed 
much to the rapidity of his conquefts and pro- 
curing 
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coring., for him. ft reparation, as the troops of-all 
Gendrals will, wbo can inculcate an cnthufiaf® 
and love of glory in their men. Pofi'effing ' an 
army of vererans, he had to encounter merely 
#W Recruits, whofe experience he well knew, 
would never bear roafling —* and finally, the many 
abufe$ of the various Italian governments, and 
she daftardly difpoiition of his foes, it was which 
chiefly made him formidable, and not his own 
ftrength ; for a man will ever have reputation for 
Courage, who only encounters with cowards. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


RESPECTING 

THE PUBLIC EXPENDITURE AND THE 
INFLUENCE OF THE CROWN. 


r J''HE right allowed to every rank of the people 
to difcufs points in the public conduct of their 
rulers, and to the reprefentatives of the people, 
when called upon by the voice of their conllituents, 
or prompted by their own fenfe of duty, to inftitute 
enquiries into fuch conduct, has alwaysbeenreckoned 
among thebleffings of the Britilh Conftitution. Cer- 
tain parts of the ‘management of public affairs are 
peculiarly obnoxious to fuch enquiry; and the 
wholefome as well as habitual jealodfy of both the 
people, and their reprefentatives, watches over thofe 
who are entrufted with it with a fpirit of icrudny, 
which though occafionally inconvenient and fome- 

# times 
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times apt to.be unjuft, is one of the falutary guards 
of that freedom, which is our pride, our glory, 
and the great fource of our profperity. 

Of thefe topics of ftri& inveftigation there are 
particularly two, which Parliament in its inherent 
and necefiary function is frequently called upon to 
examine and to difcufs, on behalf of themfelves and 
of their conftituents,— the Influence of the Crown % 
and the Public Expenditure; the laft indeed as 
important with reference to the fonner, as from its 
own fubftantive effe&s on the eafe and happinefs of 
rite people. Its importance, in both points of view, 
is* in proportion to its magnitude j and now, there- 
fore, when the circumftances of the times, and the 
fttuation of the country, call for its exertion be- 
yond all former example, almoft beyond all former 
conjecture, it is doubly incumbent on the Houfe of 
Commons to exercife that guardianlhip of the pub- 
lic purfe with which it is inverted, by increafing 
checks, and by frequent enquiry. 

This part of its duty. Parliament has, in fad, 
perfouned within the laft four-and-twenty years in 
9 manner more efficient, as well as more adive, 

than 
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than at any former period of our political hiftory. 
It is perhaps Angular, and certainly moft honorable 
to the individual Minifter, that the fame Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, whofe duty it became towards 
the eventful clofe of the laft century, to call forth 
as well as to manage the utmoft refources of the 
nation, made it another part of his duty to.inftitute 
the means of examination and controul of that ex* 
penditure which he was to direct and to apply. But 
there was in that (as indeed is the cafe in all fuch 
public meafures rightly underftood) not leTs politi- 
cal wifdom than political virtue ; becaufe the credit 
of the country will always rife in proportion to the 
provifions made, and to the meafures adopted, for 
the fatisfa&ion of its creditors, and the conviction 
of the people, with regard to the juftnefs arid ap- 
propriation of its expenditure. 

Befides the general conftruction (if the phrafe 
may be allowed) of our government, adapted at all 
times to the purpofe of checking excefs as well as 
abufe in its expenditure, there fhould be an occa- 
sional adoption of enquiry to fuit particular cafes 
and particular departments. This mode is rendered 
indifpenfible from the complication, as well as the 
B 2 novelty. 
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novelty, of many articles of public expence to which 
important and critical periods give rife; in addition 
to which there is alfo an energy in newly eftablifhed 
inftitutions for reftraint or inveftigation beyond the 
cuflomary routine of official fupervifion. In the 
fuperintendance of great and widely extended con- 
cerns, no vigilance of department can at all times 
guard againft poflible abufes ; frauds, or culpable 
negligence, will occafionally efcape the deteftion of 
ordinary management, notwithftanding the utmolt 
drcumfpe&ion of vigilant officers. The heft chance 
of difeovering fuch particular abufes, or of fuggeft- 
ing general improvements in future, will be found 
in fpecial enquiries from time to time: their in- 
ftitution is one of the legacies our lamented ftatef- 
man has left us, not more creditable to his memory 
than ufeful to his country. This pointed exercife 
of enquiry is now become fo much a political habit 
in this country, that we may venture to trull no 
future adminiftration will difeountenance it, nor any 
future generation allow it to go into difufe. ' 

The precedents and pra&ice of fuch ufeful en- 
quiries, like the precedents and practice of all other 
great public inft.it utions, it is extremely important 

fhould 
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fliould be unfolded and illuftrated. It is with an 
intention to a difcharge of that duty to the country, 
that the following accurate ftatement of the mea- 
fures which have been already adopted towards the 
attainment of the objefits above alluded to, in one 
point of view, is made j fo as not only to ihew .what 
has been done towards retrenchment of the public 
expence, and the confcquent diminution of the pa- 
tronage of the crown, but alfo to exhibit the pre- 
f«nt fubfifting ftate of fuch expence and patronage 
fo much in detail, as to afford every perfon the means 
of judging what further retrenchments may reafon- 
ably be expe&ed, confiftently with the good of the 
public fervice, and, what in truth is iynonimous, 
with proper encouragement and rew ard of merit in 
the fervauts of the public. — 

No of Annual 

Offices. Vd’ir 

By the Civil Lilt Aft, brought in by 


Mr. Burke in 1782, 22 Geo. 3. c 82. 
there were actually fuppreilcd - - 134 57,500 

H nder regulations of the Treafury iit 
1782-3, by Lord Shelburne and 
Mr. Pitt 144 13,625 

Making a total of offices in the Civil 

Lift, fupprefled in 1782-3, of - 278 71,125 

But there were offices created to per- 
form the duties of thole fupprefled, 
to the amount of . - - - - - 62 10,909 


Making a reduftion at that time in the 

O 

Civil Lift, Oil the whole, of - - 216 £ 6 0,2 16 

» 3 
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Np. of 
Offices. 

Brought forward 2 16 
The Exchequer AA in 1783, the 
2 3 Geo, 3. c. 82 . fupprejfed theUiher, 

Tally Cu'.ters, the two Chamber- 
lains, and the four Second Clerks in 
the Tellers Offices, all valuable finet^ 
cures ; but thofe fuppreflions were 
not to fall in till the deaths of the 

parties 8 10,000 

Under the fame aft, the offices of 


Auditor and four Tellers were re- 
gulated , to take effedt after the 
deaths of the then pofFeflbrs ; the in- 
come of the former was at that time 
£ 19,800 a year, and would have 
been more now than is here ftated, at 60,000 

The four Tellers would now have been 88,000 


Suppreflions and regulations in the 

Exchequer. - - - - - - - 158,000 

Deduct the ialark-s of the Auditor and 

of the four Tellers - - - - - 14,800 


A ftnal laving in the department of the 
Exchequer - - - - • - - 

The Auditors’ a A in 1785, 25 Geo. 3. 
c. 52 . fiipprcfTed offices, the fees of 
which, on the National Debt alone 
at 100I. a million, would now have 
amounted to more than 60, cool, a 
year, on th" accompts of the Bank, 

&c. and therefore on the whole of 

Carried forward 224 


Annual 
Value. 
60,21 6 


143,20"' 


203416 
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No* of Animal 

Officw, Vahie* 

Brought fo r wa rd 214 ’ 003^416 

the public accounts audited by thole ... , 

officers may be moderately ftated at 70,000 
From which mull be dedu&ed as under, 

Expence of all forts of the New %au&, 


«» 1785 . - 9,900 

Additions in X 801, - 10*03* 

Between 1801 and 1805, - - - • 850 


In 1805* » new Board was contlttuted 
of three Commiffioners and Officers 9^75 
And in 1806, the two Boards were 
confolidated, two Commiffioners ad- 
ded, with an increafed eftablifhment, 
amounting in the whole to * - 14,811 

Total of the prefent eftablilhment 

of auditing public accounts - *45,168 


Aftual faving of charge in this depart- 
ment *4 

The increafed charge, occalioned by 
the immenfe accumulation of public 
accompts, has prevented the direct 
faving by the above-mentioned mea- 
fure being confiderable ; but the 
pofitive advantages denved to the 
country from the ftri& inveftiga- 
tion, which thofe accounts have un- 
dergone fince 1785, are of incalcula- 

• Carried forward ... - 224 228,248 


* From this however Ihould be dedu&ed the {alary of one 
Commiflioncr who is dead, to whom no fucceffor is to be ap- 
pointed. 


8 4 
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No. of Annual 

Offices. Value. 

Brought forward 224 228,24ft 

tie value. The number of employ- 
ments were not altered by the fup- 
preffion of the two Auditors of the 
impteft under the Ad in that year, 
and the fubfequent fuppreffioa* of 
the Auditorfhip of hides, as three 
Commiffioners were added to the 
two exifting Comptrollers of Army 
occompts, to conflitute the new 
Board then eftablifhed. The fubfe- 
quent ads added feven Commiffion- 
ers, making the whole number ten,* 
without theComptroIlers,who ccafed 
to be auditors under the laft ad, and 
one was added to their number; but 
the office of one of the new auditors 
having lapfi d by death, and not being 
to be filled up, the increafe in this 
depaitment on the whole to be de- 
duded is--- 7 

Diminution in the number of employ- 
ments, and faving in the annual 
charge iu the Civil Lift and the 

Exchequer 217 Offices ■ ■ 

Of the annual value of ^228,248 

* When the Ad was depending in the Iioufe of Commons 
in 1806, the Author ventured to exprefs an opinion,* that in- 
creating the number of Commiffioners would rather retard than 
accelerate the examination of the public accompte ; inftead of 
which increafe he propofed the addition of fome more infpec- 
tors. Experience may now be retorted to, to decide whether 
that opinion ms well founded. 


la 
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- In the Cuftoms there was a clafs of offices, 
granted by'patent, in the gift of the firftlord of .the 
treafury, abfolute finecures,- and many of them of 
great value * : this patronage was the more defirable, 
as no local claims interfered with it at all, which 
left the minifler at liberty to difpofe of it among 
the relations and private friends of himfelf, or of 
thofe on whom he was moll defirous of conferring 
favors. Thefe fmecure employments, to the num- 
ber of one hundred and ninety-fix, amounting at 
that time in value to 42,0001. aryear, and which 
would now, from the increafe of trade, have been 
worth much more, Mr. Pitt took a determination 
to aboliih fo early as Chriftmas 1784 , from which 
time they remained vacant as they fell in. In 
truth he difpofed of only two of thofe from his 
firft entrance into office ; one given for public 
fervices f, and the • other for the fupport of 
fome of the younger branches of an ancient, noble 


* One of thefe, worth more than 1200L a-year, was given 
by Lord North to the brother of Mr. Robinfon, and another, 
oY about half that value, was held by a gentleman in the Trea- 
fury for Sir Grey Cooper, the joint fecretaries of the Trcafflry* 
f This was only a moiety ; there was a furvivor in the 
patent, which prevented the fuppreffion of the office* 

family* 




( *0 ) 

family, utterly unprovided for. The aft for fup* 
preffing this cl&fsof offices did not however pais 
till 1798 *, oh account of regulations in contem- 
plation for improving the management of the reve- 
nue of Cuftoms, at which time there had fallen in 
50, of the annual value of 13,320!.! That manage- 
ment in truth derived great advantage from the 
fuppreffion of the defcription of offices here noticed, 
as the pofleffors of them, holding by patents, con- 
ceived themfelves amenable only to the Treafury or 
the King, and fometimes formally declaimed any 
refponfibility to the Commiffioners of the Cultoms, 
to the manifeft inconvenience, if not to the lofs, of 
the revenue. 

In 1789, upon a ftrong reprefentation from the 
Commiffioners of Excife of the utter inadequacy of 
the falaries of the officers * in their department 
to their very moderate maintenance* efpecially 
having in view the great truft unavoidably repofed 


* 38 Geo. III. c. 86. 

f Thefe fiaecure offices at ail the out-ports are to fee found 
is the Court Calendar of 1751, p. 102. They were at that 
early time deferibed as worth 2, 3, 4, and 500I. a-year, with 
the appointment of valuable deputyihips of great profit. They 
have been fince omitted for obvious reafom. 


in 
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in them, the Treafury made conftderabie at IgWen* 
tations thereto, fufficieot to place the officers in 
fituations of reafbnable competency. That was 
done with double profit to the public ; as the 
revalue was not only benefited by the officers being 
rendered independent of the traders, but, by a 
redu&ion of the expence of management, fevett 
hundred and fixty-five officers having been then 
reduced; which effe&ed an annual laving, after 
allowing for the augmentation of falaries to thofe 
remaining, to the amount of 12,3451. But no 
abatement is made for that arrangement here, 
it being included in the general ftatement of the 
Excifc revenue under that head. 

From this time to 1798 no redu&ion of any 
confequcnce took place ; but in that year when 
the duty on fait was doubled, it occurred to Mr. Pitt 
that the revenue on that article might be better 
colle&ed, and a confiderable faving effected to the 
pnblie, by the management of it being transferred to 
(he Excife ; which was done accordingly *, and the 
Salt Board with the whole eftablilhment under it 


• 38 Geo. III. c. 89. 
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fupptfefled, •by wHkfcxhe Treafury loft the appoint 
iffiBiUTOf four hundred and fifty-nine offices of 
differetot- forts^Tbat two hundred were added to 
perform the’ne^ duty under the Excife. In this 
cafe alfo as the diminution and addition of officers 
will be included in the general ftatement of revenue 
officers, no further notice of it will be taken here, 
except to obferve that the Treafury loft a patronage 
equal to the extent of the whole Salt eftabliihment, 
the new officers being all in the gift of the Com- 
miffioners of Excife, with whofe appointments the 
Treafury have very little interference. 

I 

The offices of the Auditors of the Land Revenue 
for England and Wales next attra&ed the attention 
of Mr. Pitt. The duties of thefe, it appeared to 
him, were of a nature which would very well admit 
of their being performed by the Commiffioners for 
auditing the Public Accompts: one was held by 
two gentlemen for their joint lives, the two others 
during pleafure. Thefe were abolilhed by law in 
1799 *, at which time the reverfion of the moft 
valuable, worth more than 3000I. a-year, was 


# 39 Geo. III. c. 83. 


open. 
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open. The reduction then effected was to 
place upon the death of the poffeffors. 

Thefe three offices were of the annual value, 
of 5500I., which, added to thofe in the Civil Lift 
and Exchequer, and the patent finecure employ-, 
mcnts in the Cuftoms, abfolutely unconnected with 
the collection of the duties except in two or thrs£ 
cafes, make the reduction as under : 



Offices. 

Annual Value. 

In the Civil Lift and Exchequer - 

217 

228, 24# 

In the Cuftoms ------ 

196 

42,000 

In the Land Revenue - - - - 

3 

5,500 

Making 1 a total of faving on official 

§ 


eftablifhments ------ 

+ i6 

.£275,748 


To thefe reductions of expence and influence* 
arifmg from what was done with refpeCl to offices, 
fhould however be oppofed the new eftablifhments 
which have been made, and the new offices created 
within the fame period, from the neceffities of the 
public fervice. 

, The bufinefs of taking up tranfports and con- 
ducting the whole of the fervice (which during the 
American war had been principally managed by 
the Navy Board, but in fume mftanccs had been 

per- 
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performed by individuals on cammiffion to their 
own profit) had been found to interfere fo effen. 
dally with the other duties of the former as to ren- 
der it indifpenfibly neceflary to eflabliflb a Board for 
that purpofein September 1794. In January 1796, 
the bufinelsi of Prifoners of XVar was put under the 
dire£tion of this new Board ; and in 1 806 the 
whole department of the Sick and Hurt was fup- 
preffed, and the duties transferred to it alfo, which 
leaves the balance as follows : 

No. Salaries. 


Offices added, Commiffioncrs of Tranfports - - 6 6,400 

Secretary to do. ------ 1 1 ,ooo 

7 7,400 

Offices fupprejfcd* Commiffioners of Sick and Hurt, 

r* and Secretary to them 4 2,065 


Jncreafe of officers and Hilaries in confequenee of 

the eftabJhhment of the Tranfport Board - 3 £ 5,335 


, The eflablifhment of a feparate Board for the 
Tranfport fcrvice was ftrongly recommended fo 
early as in 1788, by the Commiifioncrs of Enquiry} 
and the advantages experienced from the adoption 
of it early in the war have mod fully juftified a 
compliance with that recommendation. Thefe ad- 
vantages are detailed at fome length in a paper of 

Novem- 
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November 1 8 o i , in Sir John Sinclair's Hiftory of 
the Revenue *. Referring to that ibr mote parti- 
cular information, it will be fufficient here to ftate 
with prediion the favings in dired expenditure. 

In a former publication by the author, he refer- 
red to a reprefentadon by the commifTioners to the 
committee of finance in 1798, when they laid, 
“ They have faved the public fome hundred thour 
“ fand pounds, which but for their clofe and con- 
“ ilant attention, would have been loft ; adding,, 
“ that if the three Boards engaged before this 
“ time in hiring tranfports for their refpe&ive fer- 
“ vices, had each of them, through the weight of 
** bufinefs, or want of attention, taken up one fliip 
<e of a moderate fize more , than was npceffary, or 
«* permitted one Ihip for each branch to remain 

« unemployed, the pay of thofe tranfports, pxclu- 

* 

“ five of incidents, would have amounted to more 
(t than the whole offidal charge of the new Board, 
“ and all the clerks under them.” A fingle in- 
ftance, after its eftablilhment, will afford proof that 
this was no exaggeration. The barrack-office. 


* Vol, II. p. 137. 
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without authority from the treafury, in November 
1795, took up feme fhips to carry ftores, for 
which they paid 5I. a ton, while the commiffioners 
for tranfports were taking up fhips fheathed at 
3I. 10s. and coppered fhips at 4!. 

It mull indeed be evident that much inconve- 
nience and lofs was unavoidably fuftained by the 
management of hiring fhips having been under 
Boards which had other important avocations to 
attend to, more immediately connedtcd with their 
departments. The examination of the vefTels, re- 
fpe&ing fizc, fitnefs, &c. neceffayily devolved upon 
inferior officers, which bufinefs is now very dif- 
ferently conducted ; and on fome occafions tranf- 
ports were taken up by officers commanding regi- 
ments or detachments, who could form no judg- 
ment either 3s to the hire or the tonnage of the 
fhips; a practice that frequently led to an ufelefs 
continuation of hire by demurrage ; which has been 
avoided by flricc examinations of log-books and 
papers : a great wafte of ftores has alfo been pre- 
vented, by a ftridt inveftigation of the expenditure 
and return of all article^ 


Exclufive, 
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Exclufive, however , of die benefit which 
have beat derived from the improved management 
generally, fome particular heads may be ftated, dm 
iavings on which are capable of bang afcemined 
with a confiderable degree of accuracy. The par- 
ticulars will be enumerated, and will prove that 
they are forty times greater in amount than the 
charge incurred by the creation of this Board *. 

This will not appear fo furprifing, when it is con; 
fidered that naval men mull be more competent 
than others to manage Tea-faring prifoners of war, 
as well as to engage proper veflels for cartels. One 
more ftriking advantage fhould not be omitted, viz. 
the fpeedy and ftrict examination of accompts, 
which had accumulated under the Sick and Hurt 
Board. Arrears to the amount of 940,0001. have 
already been fettled ; ijotwithftanding which, the 
accompts of the laft war are not yet all adjhfted ; 
whereas thofe of the prefent war are in fuch for- 
wardnefs, that if the fame punctuality fhail continue 
to be obferved, the whole will be completely 
brought up mid fettled in a weeks after, a 
peace. In addition to all which advantages** a pew 

. ■cur h 1 # ** * 

* Seep. 31 and 32. 

c ..... 
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dfcfartment into been created for checking the 
livery and moms of flares, medicines, and toecef- 
faries».®f every forgean in the navy, as weH as of 
fhs.&rgeans and agents of hofpitala at home and 
abroad. ' ' 

-> ' ' * t 

The relief thus afforded to the Navy Board, by 
removing, the tranfport bufiaefs from wider their 
control, flill left their eftablifhment unequal to 
providing for the widely extended operations of this 
war, which rendered a confiderable increase to it 
absolutely indifpenfible. The number of commif- 
fioners of the navy was found altogether unequal to 
checlcing the expenditure in its various branches, 
providing at the fame time for a ftrift and clofe exa- 
mination of accompts, as well of the receipt and 
expenditure of ftores as of calh ; efpecially' as, on 
foreign llatious in particular, opportunities were af- 
forded for abides to an mimenfe extent, from the want 
©f a fuperintending and controling authority on the 
fpot : the beft remedy for which it was conceived 
would be the appointment of refi dent eommiffioners. 
at certain ^places abroad, where there had been 
tione before. Onthe whole, between 1796 and 
1809, there were add,v‘d eleven principal officers 
and oommiffioners of the navy' at home, including 

thofe 
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thofe at Sheemefs and Deptford, and four abroad: 
But four at home and two abroad were discontinued 
between 1784 and 1795* ^Henit was thought their 
fervices were not required ; which is a clear raaru- 
feilation that nothing but the public good was in 
view when the additions were made. The. mod 
important of thofe took place indeed on the re- 
commendation of the commiifioners for naval re- 

/ 

vifion. On the whole, within the period of our 
inquiry, the additions and diminutions of the prin- 
cipal officers and commiffioners of the navy are as 
follows: 

Wo. of 

Offices. Salaries. 


Added - 15 15,900 

Reduced - 6 4,300 


On the balance an increafe of* 9 11,600 

To which is to be added an aug- 
mentation of falarics - - - §,300 

Carried forward 9 19,900 


* When the falarics of the Commtffioners, as augmented, are 
compared with the arduous duties they have to perforn}, ns we8 
as tha incefiant labor attendant thereupon, it will not be 
thought they are over-paid. This observation applies moft 
ftrongly perhaps to tlie commiffioners in the y dock yards $ and 
in a moft particular manner to the one at Portfmouth, whofe 
{alary is i,2Qol. with a houfe, and aneftablilhment neceflary in 
his particular fituation to be kept up for teeing ftrangere 
and officers, which cannot be maintained at muck left than twice 
that fuin. 


< 2 


In* 



( «0 ) 


No. of 

Offices, S&krot, 
Brought over 9 191900 

Increafe to the {alary of the firft 
Lord of the Admiralty to 
make it 5,000!. nett; ftill 
lower than the falaries of the 
Secretaries of State * - . 1*150 

Total increafe to Admiralty and Navy 
Boards 

To the number of the Commiflioners 
ofViduaHing, no addition has been 
made ; but to their ordinary duties, 
which were increafed beyond what 
they had been in any former war, 
there was added, in 1794, the pur- 
chafe of provifions and all victual- 
ling (lores for the army on foreign 
ilationfi, which compelled them to 
‘a long attendance daily, inftcad of 
themoderate one of three days in the 
week before that bufmefs was thrown 
upon them ; which induced an aug- 
mentation of falaries and allowances 
to the Commiflioners and their fe- 
cretary, amounting to - - , - 

fetal increafe of naval eftablifliments 
of all forts 9 £ 2j,joo 

But in this cafe, as in that of the Tranfport 
Board, favings were effe&ed greatly exceeding the 
increafed expence, as will be plainly fhown in an- 
other place. 


22,05 a 


34J» 
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The Board of Control for the Affairs of India - 
•was eftabHlhed in 1764,* confiding (exelufive 
of a number of members without falaries) of three 
Commiffioners and a Secretary, at the expence to 
the Eaft India Company Of - - 6,500!. 

And about the lame time a committee of the Lords 
of the Privy Council, with a Prefident and Vice 
President, was appointed to tranfed the bufinefs 
which had been formerly executed by the Board of 
Trade: but the members compofing it, holding 
other offices of profit, have no falaries for heir 
duty. The only expente, therefore, attending the 
eftablilhment to be taken into this eftimate is 500I. 
a year each to two clerks of the Privy Council, who 
attend as fccretaries, making an annual charge of 
1000I. 

■ 

The only remaining branch to be added to the 
incrcafe of Eftabliftunents is that of the Barracks ; 
and it is become a heavy one. What the difference 
of expence is between the maintenance of troops 
in quarters and barracks is extremely difficult to 


* By 34 Geo. III. C. 3 J. 

c 3 


afcertainj 
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afcertain ; there are fo many varying circumftaacea 
as to have defatted the utiuoft endeavour that has 
been tdW for the purpofe : but the inveftigation 
which has taken place, at the expence of much 
labor in the offices, leads to a perfuafion that 
the author was under a miftake, when he expreffed 
an opinion, in a former publication that the barrack 
fyftem was one of (economy j he fell into the error 
from a ftatement of the late Barrack Mailer 
General, who mofl affuredly thought it was a 
correft one when it was made ; or he would not 
have allowed it to go out to the world under the 
fan&ion pf his authority. The eftablilhment is 
very large and very expenfive, much exceeding 
any conjecture the author had formed on the fubjeft, 

£ 

The three Commiffioners and Secre- 
tary 3,900 

Three Infpe&ors General, eleven 
Affi&ant Infpe&ors General, one 
Infpeftor of Store®, one Infpeftor 
of Returns, one Accountant and 

Affiftant 7,9QQ 

Two Architects and Surveyors, one 
Checking Clerk, two Afliftant 
S u rv e yo r s , ~and one Law Clerk - 1,697 

Total of the Board and Officers ir* 

laxwbn, cxclufivc of Ckrki - * £13,49 y 
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Brought forward 

At‘S4fcbttrjrl^ ' < * - r,-; ^ 

teds and one Principal Clerk * 600 

One Acooinptent to brin^ tip acoat^ta 

in arrear - - - - - * - 400 

#ix AffiRant Surveyors on building 

fccompt - -- -- -- - itOpa 

— — sjop's , 


Total of the Board and Officers under them 25*589 
Barrack Matters 9 at 15a. a day, 
and 246 at iqs., 7s. 6cL, and 5s. - 25,545 
Twenty Affiftant Barrack Matters 

from 10ft. to 51. a day - - - - 2,097 
Nine Storekeepers from 5 s. to 2 9 . a 

Day 623 


Total of Barrack Eftablifhmcnt, 1S4 
perfons, exclusive of Clerks, Bar- 
rack Serjeants, and Labourers 
(whofc pay is not included here) 


28,265 


£ 43>*54 


Summary of the Imcreafe and Deer cafe of Official A^pdintmcaU . 


• JNo. of 

Offices. Value. 

Reduced* — Civil Litt, Exchequer, 

Cuftoms, Land Revenue, & c. - 416 275,748 

Added,— Total of naval eftafrliffi- 
ments, without reference to the 
pofitivc favings made in two of the 
departments, which will be in- 
cluded in another place - 9 35,500 


Carry over 


Reduced 

Added 


c 4 


416 *75*74* 

9 aj*5oo 
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No. of 

.* ■* Ofieet., VtltMf* 

{ Ms* 

Board of Control' - . ... - 4 -61506 

Committee of Privy Council for Trade 1,000 

Barrack Department - - - « 184 44,000 

— 197—. i— 77,000 

Making in the whole of official eftab- 
Hfliments, uncon Defied with the 
management of the Revenue, a re- 

du&ioh"’ of - ------ *19 £ 198,748 

It would, however, certainly be unjuft to con- 
fider this part of the fubjeft drily on a companion 
of the number and value of the offices : it lhould 
In faimefs be adverted to, that a very confiderable 
part of thofe abolilhed were abfolute finecures, 
many of them for life, and that fome of the moft 
valuable were open to grants in reverfion* ; fome, 
as already obferved, mifehievous from the nature 
of the appointments j and moft of the remainder 
nfeful only to the parties, and as fources of influ- 
ence to the minifter: whereas the employments 
created have all been pofitively required by the 
neceflities of the public fervice, and demand con- 
ftant and laborious attendance. Of courfe, the 

* One Auditorihip of the Imprclt, the molt valuable office of 
tbe whole, foon became vacant j an Auditorihip of the 
Band- Revenue, and the King’s Rnnembraacerfiiip were 
grcfitabledn reverfion. 


influence 
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influence derived from the latter is moft eflm- 
daily different both in its degree and in its dUvffam 
Of the former, influence was in many cafes the 
direft obje& > of the latter, it is only, an incidental 
and unavoidable confequence. 

If we were to flop here, it might not unreafon- 
ably be alked, whether any candid man can refufe 
to admit that much has been done for keeping 
down the official charge upon the public, and 
towards temperately dimmilhing the influence of 
the Crown. 

Mr. Pitt, however, did not coniine his views to 
what might be done by official arrangements, but, 
looking anxiouily to reforms, wherever they could 
be made, he effe&ed many more confiderable 
favings to the public ‘than thofe we have enume- 
rated, and at the fame time facrificed an influence 
as Minifter, much more dangerous than any 
poffeffed by- the Crown, becaufe more fecret and 
upobferved ; the extent of it, indeed, could be 
known only to himfelf, and to thofe .imme- 
diately in his confidence. We flxall Hate the mea- 
fures to which we allude in their, order, beginning 

with 



mdt Loams am© Lotteries ; which ufed bv 
variably to be fettled by bargains made between 
the Ghaneellor of the Exchequer and a certain 
Humber of perfons, fele&ed by bun: tbs© thawing 
the profit to the public, by putting attend to the 
practice of making private contrails with perfous 
intended to be favoured, for fupplying the troop:, 

on foreign ftations with provifions and motley, and 

* 

fometimes for fumifhing fhips, as already alluded 
to ; and clofing this part of the account with the 
profit derived from the mode irrevocably efta- 
bliihed refpeCting the renewals of crown Icafcs . In 
each of which cafes the influence diminilhed was 
not only extenfive, but was obvioufly in its nature 
much more objectionable than any that could be 
acquired by the difpofal of offices j as the effect 
of the former was fecret and unobferved, whereas 
the latter is apparent and generally known. 

The former practice, of making loans , was for the 
Minifter to fettle, with a few fde£t friends m the 
city, the terms on which they fhould be made ; and 
then to give thefe, lifts of more private friends, 
intended to be favored, with the fperific firms 
for each. tJnder fuch 2 fyftem it cannot be 

doubted 
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doubted buttbafthe conditions were, in gcfeera^t 
fufiiciently iavorableto thecontra&ora, and tb*tv 
it was always intended they fhouki be fo. ; In one < 
inftance, in the latter end of Lord North's ad- 
miniftration, the Scrip was ax a premium of xoL 
per cent, two days before the names of the fub- 
fcribers were fern to the Bank from the Treafury. 
Of courfe, every io,oool. allotted to a private 
friend was precifely the fame thing as putting a 
thoufand pounds bank note into his hand. Mr. ‘ 
Pitt, feeing all the evils of fuch a practice, originated 
the principle of open competition for loans, by 
giving public notice in the city, through the Bank 
of England, that he would receive propofals from 
as many fets of gentlemen as fhould be inclined to 
make them, and would accept the loweft tenders 
that ihould be given in by perfons of known credit* ; 
which tenders were to be opened in the prefence 
of the Governor and Deputy Governor of the 
Bank, in order, to guard againft any partiality on 

— _*_t _____ 

• The Governor and Deputy Governor of the Bank were 
always previoufly confulted as to the competency of the perfons 
who fent in lifts j and only one inftance is recollected of a 
doubt having- been expreffed of the fufficieocy of thole ,who 
(Je fired to offer 


the 


the pah of the Chancellor of the Exchequer j and 
into the hands of thofe two gentlemen was pre- 
vtoufly put a memorandum, fealed up, of the lowed 
terms that would be accepted on the part of the 
public, to prevent any poffihle collision, by a com- 
bination among different fets of perfons offering for 
the loan. 

It would be difficult to compute, with any de- 
gree of correftnefs, the exa& fums that have been 
faved by this fyftem, firft introduced, and fteadily 
adhered to by Mr. Pitt ; but, referring to the a&ual 
premiums at which the Omnium on the loans fold, 
on the firft appearance of each in the market, in 
the years dated in the note *, it would be a mode- 


* In 178 1 


Premium, 
to II 

1782 


4 to 5 

*783 


6* to 7J 

1790 


i to $ 

'794 


% to 

>795 


4 to 

1796 


3 1 t0 4 i 

>797 1 
1798 


1 to li 

1 799 

- 

3 i t0 4 f 


f This year the Loan was at 
\ Par, and j J Dilcoum. 


lit t8oc 

ij to ll 

1801 

l£ to i& 

1802 

3i to 

1803 % 


1804 

3i to 4 

>895. - 

3 t 4 i 

1806 

3 f to 44 

1807 

i to i* 

4808 

2\ to 3f 

1809 

1 to 

Difipount txom % to 


rate 
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rate efttmate to put it* at 3I. per cent. $ and as 
274,000,000!. has been borrowed fince 1793,, for 
the fervice of Great Britain only, exclufive of. navy 
and exchequer bills funded, the faring to the public 
in feventeen years may be computed at 8,2 20,000k 
equal to 483,000!. a year. 

The immediate faving by Mr. Pitt's meafure of 
dire&ing the purchafes of provifions, and of ftores 
of various forts, to be made by the Commiffioners 
of Victualling, which had ynder former govern- 
ments been a fource from whence his predeceffors 
had derived great as well as unobferved influence, 
comes next under our confi deration. 

The praftice had been for the Treafury to give 

beneficial contracts to perfons feleCted from favor 

for purchafing all articles of thofe deferiptions, 

and for remitting money to foreign ftations ; from 

whence the individuals derived large profits, and 

the public fufttuned confiderable lofe. Mr. Pitt 

therefore, at the very commencement of the laft 
* 

war, put an end to that fyftem entirely, and dirc&ed 
that all provifions for the army fhould be procured 
by the Commiffioners of the Victualling ; and on the 

efta- 
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cftabfifhment of the Transport Board, that fteres of 
aft other kinds fhould be provided by them. The 
ceconomkal advantage of this arrangement was felt 
not only in the faving of the profit which the con- 
tractors who purchased for the public derived from 
the tranlaCtions ; but a mifchievous competition in 
the provifion market was avoided between the Com- 
miffioners for Victualling who bought for the navy, 
and the agents of the Contractors who bought for the 
army. In this inftance again, it would be difficult to 
fix a precife fum as the faving to the public ; but as 
we know that the amount of the fums paid for army 
provisions, &c. by the Commiffioners of Victualling 
from 1794 to 1808 was 8,477,0001., we may 
venture to conjecture that the contractors would not 
have derived a lefs profit than 5I. per cent, on that, 
under the oldfyftem, equal annually to £ 28,250; 
it would probably have been much more. It was 
not however under the Treafury only that beneficial 
contracts were held ; it will be fecn in the courfe 
of thefe obfervations that members of the Iioufe 
of Commons had contracts alfo with the Navy and 
Ordnance Boards; one gentleman, a merchant 
refident in London, had a contract “ for calling fiicb 
«* iron ordnance as fhould be wanted.” Nothing 
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is however tak£ri this account for favings ui 
confequence-of thdTe-CQritra&s haviogbeeaputflui 
end to, as they -were of tmeertain amount 
»or £wr the lofs avoided by the Tranfport Board now 
purchafmg {lores, inftead of favoredmdivkkials. 

- 4 * 

Here it is proper,' however, we fhould bring to 
account the actual favings made in the departments 
now under the dire&ion of the Transport Board, 
to which we before generally referred. — 


Since the bufioefs of the Pri foyers of War has been 
placed under the direftion of the Coipmiffioners 
for TraufporU, fifteen depots at home, and four 
abroad, have been fupprefled ; by which a diminu- 
tion of annual expence has been effefled of at Ieaft £ *4,000 
The Cummiffioncrs reduced the price of the rations 
of the prisoners of war, in 1796, from %\d. to 6{</. 
a day, at which it baa continued, notwithdaud- 
ing the increased price of prpvifions ; chiefly by a 
partial l’ubttitutiop o.f Fait fifti for the fame quantity 
of beef ; which, for the, number of prifoners before 
the arrival of thofe from Walcheren, would be an- 
nually f * - r l6t,OCC 

Carried over, £ 1 75 ,000 


* 'rtiat the prifoners of war have not fuffered in their healtli 
by the change of the ration is evident, as they are now as 
healthy as they hare been at any time. When this account 
was received in Sept. 1809, there were confined at Norman* 
Crofs €000, of whom only feven were Tick. Would to God 
there were only the fame proportion of Britifli prisoners in 
France ou the fick lift! 
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Brought over £ *7J#00& 
In vi&ualling jprifonera of war abroad there has been 
' a dhmnution of $i: a day per man, which on the 
prefent amber would be annually 93,300 

Total (ating, prifoners of war . - - • . £ 196,300 

Expenditure of the Sick and Hurt Depart* 
meat in the years 1604 and 1805 * £ 536400 ' 

Expenditure of the Tranfport Board for 
the fame fervices, with an increafed nary, 
in 1807 and 1808 505,600 

In two yearn - - - - £ 30,600 
Annual faring on the Sick and Hurt - • - * * 15,30c 

By the determination of a contra&, which had cxifted 
more than 40 years with one family, for conveying 
troops to and From Ireland, which was put an end 
to by the T»anfport Board, in 1795, f° on a & er 
its formation, there has been a faving of about 
£ 132,000, equal in annual amount to - 9,400 

Total faving by improved management under the 
Tranfpfcrt Board, without, as already obferved, 
taking any pecuniary credit for this Board now 
purchafing ftores - - - £ 223,000 


The next great and important head of faving 
effe&ed by Mr. Pitt was in navy and vi&ualling bills 
and ordnance debentures. 

A very large part of the expenditure of the navy 
is fatisfied by bills which in the American war were 

at 
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at a difcoun't from 10I. to i il. and 13I. per calL f, 
thofe without intereft at double that amount, al- 
though always paid within eighteen or twenty 
months ; the lofs arifing from which Mr. Pitt en- 
deavoured to correct in 1794, by obtaining an 
act f to afcertain the punctual payment of all fuch 
bills at the end of fifteen months, with intereft 
from their date. That, however, failing in its 
effect, another ad | was paffed in 1797, to infure 
the bills being fatisfied, with intereft, in 90 days 
from the date ; fince which the payments have 
been confidered the fame as if made in cafh. The 
parts of the naval expenditure fatisfied in this man- 
ner, in the prefent war, have amounted to more 
than 1 0,000, cool, annually ; reckoning the dif- 
count, therefore, on the whole of the intereft and 
non -intereft bills fo low. as 1 il. per cent., the faving 
to the public annually would be i,ioo,oool. 


* Difcounts on Navy and Victualling Bills. 

1778 4 hto$$ 

• 1779 7, and from June, 10 and ti. ' 

* 1780 1 1 \ to 12, the whole year. 

1781 12 to 14, once as low as n» 

1782 11 to 13, once as low as 10. 

1783 13I to 18, once as low as 9. 

1784 15 to 215, once as low as 12. 

j 34 Geo. III. c. 2 t. X 37 Geo. III. c. 26. 

n On 
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On. the ordnance expenditure, the fating has 
been in a much larger proportion, becaufe alt their' 
debentures were without intereft, and the difcouut 
from 24I. to 30I. per cent. * The part of the 
ordnance expenditure which ufed to be paid by 
debentures, and is now fatisfied by prompt pay- 
ments, was, on the average of the lail three years, 
a ,491,0001., and computing the difeount at only 
aol. per cent., the laving thus effefted is 499,000b 
annually. 

’The laft head of faving by management, is un- 
der that of the eftates of the Crown. The aft of 
the iff of Queen Annef, continued at the beginning 
of each fucceeding reign, for limiting grants of 
crown lands to 31 years, put a flop to the aftual 
alienation of the property of the Crown ; but, in 

its operation, had the effeft of greatly adding to 

* 

the influence of it> and certainly afforded no pro- 
tection whatever to its revenues, as will be feen in 
the note below J . In reigns antecedent to tjhat of 


* See Finance Report 1782, p. 22. f 1 Ann. ft. 1. c. 7. 

$ In 15 years, to 1715, the whole income from crown 
lands, including rents, line?, and grants of all forts, was 
22,6241., equal to 1,500b a-year. Journals of H. C. vol. 20. 
p. 520. ; and in 7 years, to 1746, was 15,600!., equal to 2,228!. 
a-year. Journals, vol. 25. p.206. 


Queen 
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Queen Anfie, when grants were perpetual, the 
'perfons to whom they were made became imma . 
diately independent of the Crown, and not unfre* 
quently gave very early proofs of that indepen* 
deuce : whereas, by the meafure adopted on, the 
accellion of the Queen, every grantee, or the per* 
fon reprefenting him, became dependent on the 
minifter for a renewal of his leafe, for winch appli* 
cations were generally made at fuch times, and on, 
fuch occafions, as were thought to afford the beft 
hope of their being attended to, on terms favour- 
able to his intereft. 

Under this fyftem Mr. Pitt, on coming into 
office, found the whole landed property of the 
crown, and the income ariling from it, in every 
way, very little exceeding 4,oooI. a-year. He 
therefore, after long enquiries, and moft attentive 
confideration, applied a remedy in 1794, when an 
aft* was pafled, by which it is providA that no 
leafe fftall be renewed till within a fhort period of 
its expiration, nor till an aftual furvey (hall have 
been made by two profeffional men of experi- 
ence and charafter, who are required to certify the 


• 34 Gto. lit. c. 75. 
d a 


true 
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true value of the premifes to the Treafury, attefted 
on their oaths. No abufe can therefore take placed* 
nor any undue favour be (hewn, under the pro- 
vifions of this law, unlefs furveyors of eminence 
in' their line lhall deliberately perjure themfelves, 
or a Treafury (hall be found bold enough to grant 
Ieafes, or renew them, at a lefs value than (hall be 
certified to them, which could not efcape imme- 
diate dete&ion, as there is a claufe in the ad re- 
quiring an account to be laid before Parliament 
annually, “ of what Ieafes or grants (hall have been 
“ made in the year preceding ; for what terms or 
“ eftates ; the annual value, as returned on oath 
“ by the furveyors ; the annual value of the lad 
“ preceding furvey ; what rents (hall have been 
<c reierved, or what fines paid ; and upon what 
“ other confiderations fuel*' Ieafes (hall have been 
“ refpedtively made.” 

More Una provifions to guard, agalnft any eva- 
fion of the l*w could hardly have been devifed. 
Under this management the revenue ariling from 
the eftates of the Crown has increafed, in the fif- 
teen years fince the law took effea, from 4,251!. 
to 63,8621. and will go on improving till it 
3 amounts 
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amounts to about 400,000b* And this aug-* 
mentation of revenue is accompanied by a material 
deprivation of influence, as above alluded to, which, 
the minifter formerly derived from the power 
he exercifed over the property of the Sovereign.. 
To what an extent that might be available to him, 
fome judgment may be formed by obferving, that 
of the perfons holding Crown leafes when the a£t 
was paffed, upwards of eighty were members of one 
or the other Houfe of Parliament ; and it is hardly 
neceffary to add that, in the cafes of other leffees,* 
the parties, who might have the means of doing 
fo, would naturally refort to folicitations of friends 
for obtaining the minifter’s favor. The profit 
from this arrangement is already, as ftated above, 
annually 59,6111. 

There remains Hill ’one other head of expence 
and influence, that has been retrained within the 
period on which we have been obferving : we al- 
lude to the Home Secret. Sendee, limited now to 


• See Report of tlie Surveyor General of Crown Lands 
dated the ill of Dec. 1797. Punted copy in the Houfe of 
Lords, p. 20. 


i> 3 


• ! 0 , 0001 . 
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ro,oooI. a-yttr, which was before unlimited * : 
but as the iffues on that head were fluctuating 
and uncertain, though fometimes to a very large 
amount, no credit is taken for them in the follow- 
ing general eftimate : 

Recapitulation of Savings. 


No. of Annual 

On a compare of the increafe and de- Office*. Value, 

creafe of official appointments f - 319 £ 198,000 

On Loans - - - 483,000 

On purchafes made by the Commif- 
fioners for Vi&ualling, inftead of by 

favoured Contra&ors - - - - 28,000 

From meafures adopted by the Com- 
miffioners for Tranfports - - - 223,000 

From difeount on Navy and Viftual- 
ling Bills being difeontinued - - j,ioo,coo 

Do. on Ordnance Debentures - - 499,000 


Carried forward £ 2,531,000 


# By the 22 Geo. III. c. 82. 

•f It ihould here be noticed again, tbat the faring* to arife 
frt>m the regulation of two of the Tellerflyps, and the aboli- 
tion of the two Chamberiainfhips, and Tally-'Writer/hip in the 
Exchequer, the Auditorfhips of the Land Revenue, and the 
profitB arifing from fuch of the patent offices in the Cuftoms 
as have not fallen in, will not be effe&ual till the deaths 
of the holders 5 but the AAs having paffed for the feveral 
meafures, the purpofes cannot be defeated* 


Brought 
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No* of Annual 

Offices. Value. 

Brought fottfard 21$ £ ^531,60© 

By improvement of the revenue an- 

ting from the landed eilatea of the 

Crown - - 59,000 

Limitation of Home Secret Service 
Money ......... - - 

£ 2,590,000 

Thcfe meafures of osconomy, and for correcting 
abufes, were followed up by other laws, in the ad- 
miniftration of Lord Grenville, for enfuring the 
payment of the public revenue, in various branches, 
regularly into the exchequer, and guarding againft 
abufes in the expenditure of it * ; and for abolilh- 
ing fome offices in the cuftoms, and regulating 
others, in Ireland, on a fimilar plan with the one 
adopted in England f ; alfo for an examination into 
abufes in offices in Ireland j. 

The courfe, we propofed to purfue, leads us 
next to confider the Hate of the influence of the 
Crown, as derived from the number of perfons in 
the Houfe of Commons holding employments dur- 
ing pleafure now, and who held fuch at fome former 
periods. By the Civil Lift Ad in 178a* the under- 
mentioned offices were aboliflied ; many of the pof- 


* 46 Oilll. C- 45. 75. 76. 80. 82. 150. 
t47G.ni. c. 12. t 47 G. III. c.41. 


D 4. 


feffors 


I 40 ; 


feffors of which were ufually in parliament j and 
when the meafure was adopted, the numbers 
following were a&ually in one or the other 


houfe j viz. 

HouCe of Houfe of 
Lords. Commons. 

Board of Trade - • - i 5 

Paymafter of Penfions - * 1 

Lords of Police, Scotland 4 1 

Jewel Office - - - - 1 j 

Great Wardrobe - - - 1 1 

Treafurer of the Chamber 2 

Cofferer of the Houfehold 2 

Clerks of the Green Cloth 6 

Board of Works - - - 3 

Matter of the Harriers - 1 

Matter of the Fox Hounds 1 

9 22 


To thefe ttiould be added eleven members of 
the Houfe of Commons who held beneficial 
contra&s under the Treafury *, and four un- 
der the Ordnance and Navy Boards ; fonie 
with the three Boards ------- 15 

37 

There are, therefore, nine peers, and thirty- 
feven members of the Houfe of Commons, under 
dire£t influence, lefs than there were in 1783, in 
confequence of legiflative provifions. If the admi- 

* Taken from lifts prefented to the Houfe of Commons in 
April 1782 ; and preferved among the papers of that fefiion. 

niftration 
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niftration had been difpofed to cotmterafl: thefe 
meafures of the legiflature, fome perfons, whofe 
offices were not abolifhed, might poflibly have ob- 
tained feats in the Houfe of Commons, to coun- 
tervail a part of the feven and thirty who were dif- 
qualified. It will be feen, however, that fo far 
from any fuch attempt having been made, there are 
much more than 22 members fewer now in the 
Houfe of Commons, holding employments dur- 
ing pleafure, than in any period that can be traced ; 
the means for doing which will, however, enable us 
to go back only 70 years. Of the contractors, &c. 
there are no means of niaking comparifons, 

There arc at prefent members of the Houfe of 
Commons, holding places of profit during plea- 


fure, in Great Britain *, ------- 40 

In 1539 there were --------- 72 

1748 - - 65 

* 75 * *- 75 


* In the Supplement to the Third Report of the Com- 
mittee of Finance,* made at the clofe of the laft feflion of par- 
liament?, the number flated is 41 ; but we deduft Captain 
Hope, who is not in office ; Mr. Johnflone’a was not an office 
of profit ; Mr. Wellefley Pole is reckoned twice ; Sir John 
Nichol no longer holds an office during pleafure ; and 
we add Mr. Jcnkinfon, and Mr. Calvert, not holding imme- 
diately under the Crown, and Mr. Johnes, as his office is not 
for life. 


In 
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In 1756 there were ......... ^ 

* 7 6* - - - 96 

1769 89 

*775 78 

* 78 t - - - - 65 


If, therefore, 1 5 contra&ors, the number dated 
to parliament in 1781, arc added to the fmalleft 
number of perfons holding employments between 
1739 and 1782, it will be fecn that the perfons 
now in office, in the Houfe of Commons, are 
cxa&ly equal to the half of the lowed number, at 
any time wit,hin that period. 


Thofe, however, who complain of a prevailing 
influence in the Houfe of Commons, do not con- 
fine their objeftions to civil employments, but re- 
fort to the great numbers of naval and military 
officers, who, from the great increafe of the navy 
and army, have feats in that houfe. Let us, there- 
fore, make a fimilar examination refpecting mem- 
bers in that clafs. 


There are now Members, not holding 
civil employments - - - - - 

In J748 * - - 


In the 

Army. Navy. Total. 

44 ip 63 
47 n J8 


# In 1739, ^ officers who were members arc not noticed 
in the Court Kalendar. 


In 
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In the 


Xn 1751 - 

Army* 

Navy. 

Total* 

4* 

14 

55 

1756 

37 

l6 

53 

I 762 

42 

20 

62 

w 

vl 

0 
VO 

■ 

1 

1 

1 

• 

1 

1 

1 

t 

4 S 

*9 

64 

>775 

44 


63 

1781 

34 

14 

48 

r 

Thefe companions are made 

to meet the 

com- 


plaint referred to ; but if the parliamentary con- 
duct of the gentlemen in thefe two highly honour- 
able profeflions is adverted to, there will be no rea- 
fon to think they are more under an undue influ- 
ence than members of other defcriptions. To what 
extent influence is derived froift the difpofal of 
commiflions, in either fervice, from the large cfta- 
blifhments of both, to perfons not in parliament, 
the author has not much better means of judging 
than the public at large, who fee the appointments 
in the daily papers ; as he has good reafon for be- 
lieving that Mr. Pitt interfered very little with the 
patronage of the Commander in Chief, or the Ad- 
miralty. 

In times not very remote, indulgence was fhewn 
to perfons in lucrative employments, holding large 
fums of public money in their hands, in fome in- 

ftances 
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ltances for many years after they retired from 
them, from whence they derived immenfe profit, 
at a considerable rifk, as well as certain lofs to the 
public j which practice was checked by Lord Shel- 
bum and Mr. Pitt, and finally put an end to by a 
law *, introduced by the prefent Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons, whofe ufeful exertions as 
chairman of the Committee of Finance in 1797, 
have very greatly contributed to important and 
ufeful regulations. 

A further protection againft abufes is afforded 
by the Amplification and publicity of accounts, firft 
afforded to the public by Mr. Pitt. What mal- 
practices were fereened by the intricacy and fecrecy 
of them formerly cannot now be known ; but that 
the fyftem was highly objectionable, cannot be 
doubted. One inftance of concealment, and ano- 
ther of confufion, will ferve to Ihcw the correCt- 
nefs of this affertion. 

Upon the application to parliament in 1 769 to pay 
the Civil Lift debt of more than half a million, a pro- 

* 39 & 40 Geo. III. c. 54. ; for inforcing the payment of 
balances by Public Accountants ; and compelling them to pay 
intereft for money in their hands in the mean time. 

pofal 
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pofal was made to defer the confideration of His 
Majefty’s meffage till an enquiry ihould take place 
refpe&ing the caufe of the debtj which was negatived 
without a divifion, as highly unreafonable. A mo- 
tion recommending retrenchments met with the 
fame fate ; another then was humbly fubmitted, 
merely for an account of the penfions and increafed „ 
falaries from the commencement of the prefent 
reign ; which was thought fo perfe&ly reafonable, 
that a divifion was hazarded upon it ; but it failed 
alfo, Mr. Fox, one of the Tellers for the ma- 
jority * : fo little difpofition was there at that 
time to gratify fuch curiofiry. 

The inftance alluded to of confufion in accounts is 
fo late as in 1 7 8 2. The Committee of the Iioufe of 
Commons, then appointed to examine the accounts 
of the revenue and expenditure during the American 
war, Hated, that they thought it right to call for 

■ — — — v ~ l - ' ■' - " ■ ■ 1 ■ ■ 

t 

# Cbmmons Journals, vol. 32. p. 265. 465. 856. 866. Colo- 
nel Barro, in one of thefo debates, faid, “ When 1 was Vice 
treafurer of Ireland with Lord Clare, we always paid the 
money firft, and then examined if we owed it.” Debates 
1765). p* 1 26. 


an 
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an account of the nett produce of all the taxes, from 
1774 to 178a, that a judgment might be formed 
whether, among other caufcs of diminution, the 
old taxes might have been affected by thofe im- 
pofed within the period ; which they printed in 
their Appendix, ** imagining it might be fatisfactory 
“ to the Houfe;” from which account no man 
living could form the remoted judgment on the 
fubje£t, without taking indefatigable pains, and 
then not without official affi dance for the purpofe 
dated ; as different heads of one revenue were fo 
blended with thofe of others, as to render it diffi- 
cult to didinguifh to which each head belonged. 
But, what is dill more remarkable, the amount of 
all the dudes in the feveral years was not dimmed 
up, fo as even to (hew what the produce of the 
whole revenue was in any one year. If that fimple 
operation had been performed, it would have been 
difeovered that, at the clofe of that war, the in- 
come of the country was only 1,755,000k a-year 
higher than at its commencement, although the 
addition to the charge upon it was 4,864,000k, 
on which the committee did not make the flighted 

obferva- 
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obfervation *. The only remaining fource of in- 
fluence, except penfioas and fmecure places, which 
will be fcparatcly noticed, is the Church ; that 
cannot have increafed, and has never been con- 
fiderable : as far as rcfpeds the dignitaries, it is 
public, and generally known ; the livings in the 
gift of the firft Lord of the Treafury are fewj 
thofe in the difpolal of the Great Seal are much 
more numerous ; but, as far as is confident with 
the knowledge of the author, the Treafury derives 
very little aid from the patronage of the latter. 
This limited fource of influence is the only one now 
remaining on which every perfon is not as well in- 
formed as the Minifter. 

There have, indeed, been hints thrown out of 
other means of influence and favour, by quartering 


* We may, perhaps, be told, that Mr. Pitt was a mem- 
ber of this committee ; but when it is recolfeaed that 
Mr. Thomas Pftt (afterwards Lord Camelford), Colonel 
Barrc; Mr. Huffey, the prefeut member for Salifbury, Mr. 
Baker, the late member for HertforcKhire, Lord Miuto, and 
the late Mr. Powis, all members of experience, and men of 
abilities, were alio upon it, and that Mr. Pitt was then en- 
tering ardently into the labours of the profefficyi he bad (Wes, 
no imputation will attach on his memory for otgkA or care- 
k {Fuels. 


upon 
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upon offices j to which the author oppofes the moft 
pofitive and unqualified affertion, that, as far as 
was confident with his knowledge and belief, there 
was not, during the whole of Mr. Pitt's adminis- 
tration, from 1783 to 1801, one employment dif- 
pofed of which the individual on whom it was be- 
llowed did not enjoy every {hilling of the profits, 
as far as was known when the office was given, with 
the exception of a few cafes, where perfons in poffef- 
fion of laborious offices were afluallydifabled by age, 
or permanent infirmities *. In fuch only the officers 
retiring were allowed to retain a part of the in- 
comes fof the remainder of their lives, by authority 
publicly given. Circumftances have, indeed, fince 
occurred, which brought to his knowledge two or 
three inftances where the rule laid down by Mr. Pitt 
had been broken, and his caution defeated. Thofe 
were, however, fuch as no poffible care could have 
provided again ft at the time. There can, however, 

* In one inftance of a vacancy by death in the Weft Indies, 
an officer who loft his employment by the peace in 1783 was ap- 
pointed to oue infinitely more valuable, on condition of pay- 
ing annuities to other loyalifts, in order to relieve the Penfion 
Lift ; but this, 1 as in the other cafes, was aa arrangement 
officially made. 


be 
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be no clanger of fuch a pradice in any inftance in 
Future, under the ft rid pCovifionS of the ad * of 
laft feflion, for the further prevention of the fale 
and brokerage of offices. 

However fatisfadory the refult of this inveftiga- 
tion of the meafures adopted for ufeful and (Eco- 
nomical purpofes may be to thofe, who have (hewn 
a rcadinefs to admit that the legiflature and govern- 
ment have not been remifs in their condud in that 
refped, if we were to clofe our enquiries here, the 

mod candid might perfevere in faying that, giving 
) % 

the fulleft credit both to parliament and minifters 
for the beft intentions towards the public interefts, 
ftill the immenfe augmentations to the revenue 
fince 179 5 muft have rendered the appointment 
of an overwhelming number of new offices indif- 
penfably necefiary for the management and col- 
lection of it. We are therefore induced to bring 
this part of the fubjed alfo under an accurate ex- 
aminajion. 


* 49 Geo. III. c. 
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Amount of Wo. of 
Revenue. Officers. 

The Extift is to the larged. amount : 

The nett produce of that Revenue 
paid into the Exchequer in 1808, and 
the number of officers employed in it 
of all descriptions, exclufive of 184 
common feamen and boatmen, were £ 22 ,784,000 5,0 43 

In 1783 5,322,000 4,983 

Increafc within the period - - - -£ 17,462,000 60 

This, however, docs not {hew a fair com- 
panion, bccaufe the above number of 
5,043 officers, now employed in the 
Excife, includes 325 who were ap- 
pointed for the management of the 
tobacco duties, when placed par- 
tially under the Excife, in 1789, The 
increafe on thofe duties much more 
than fatisfied the charge of the officers* 
falaries *. The corrcdk way of dating 
this head would be, — Addition to the 
Excife revenue within the period, and 
number of officers - - - - - - 17,462,000 6o 

Improvement of Excife revenue, by the 
addition of tobacco duties, and num- 

Carried forward 17,462,000 60 


# Nett produce of the duties on tobacco paid 
into the Exchequer, on the average of three 


yean, 1790 to 1792 £ 566,300 

Do in the three years, to 1788 ----- 392,300 


Profit to the revenue 174,000 
The duties were partially transferred to the Excife in 1789. 
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Amount of No* of 
^ Revenue. Officers. 

Brought forward £ 17462*000 ‘ 60 

ber of officers appointed for the ma- 
nagement of thefe ------ 


Which would leave, on the whole of the 
period, having regard to the new taxes 
only, an increafe of revenue, and a di- 
minution of officers ------ 


174,000 325 


17,288,000 ‘ 265 


The duties under the management of the 
CommiJJtonrrs for Taxes are next in 
amouut- The amount in the year 
1809, and the number of officers of the 
public employed in the colle&ion, 
were ---------- 

In 1783 

Leaving, in the whole, an increafe of 
revenue and officers, of - - - 

In the Cuflomsy the nett produce paid into 
the Exchequer in 1808, and number 
of officers, were ------- 8,797,000 

In 1783 

• 

Leaving, in the whole, an increafe of £ 5422,000 


16,747,000 

438 

516,000 

263 

16,231,000 

'75 

8,797,000 

4 » 3*7 

3,375,000 

3 * 5 ° 

5422,000 

867 


In the Stamps » the revenue paid nett into 
the Exchequer, and number of officers 
in 1808, were - -- -- -- - 

J\nd in 1783 - - - 


4,512,000 
- 726,000 


3 J& 

*15 


Leaving, in the whole, an increafe of £ 3,786,000 143 


e 2 


in 
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Amount of No. of 
Revenue. Officer* 

la the Pojl~rijfjia!> the revenue paid nett 
into the Exchequer, and the number 
of officers in 1808, exclufive of letter- 


caxriert jT 1,076,000 339 

£>0. in 1783 148,000 1 55 


Leaving an increafe of £ 928,000 184 

Total Increnfe of Revenue and Officer* 
Excife £ 17,462,000 60 

Taxes - -- -- -- -- - * 16,231,000 175 
Ciiftoms - -- -- -- -- - 5,422,000 867 
Stamps - - * 3,786,000 143 

Foft office --------- 928,000 184 

£ 43,829,000 1,429 
Dedudl the vhole Salt dl.ihhfiir.icnt - - 49; 


93 + 

l'hefc are the great branches of the public re- 
venue ; to the fmaller ones no addition has been 
made at all worthy of notice, either as to increafe 
in the amount, or to the number of officers em- 
ployed in the collection of them. 

The refult of this careful and attentive in- 
veftigation appears to be, on the molt unfavor- 
able way of making the companion, that addi- 

* Thefe charges of collections include poundage as well as 
Salaries ; by far the greateft part of the former is paid to perfons 
not holding offices under government. 

tional 
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ttonal taxes,- to the amount of very near 44,000,000!. 
are collected by an addition of 934 officers, almofl. the 
whole of whom are in the inferior daffies ; and that, 
while the revenue has been augmented in a fixfold 
proportion, the officers employed in the management 
and collection of it have been increafed only one- 
tenth in number. But if the cuftoms are with- 
drawn from the account, as they ffiould be in form- 
ing a comparifon of this fort, becaufe a very large 
proportion of the officers in that department have 
been added to afford accommodation to the trade 
of the country, rendered indifpenfably neceffary by 
the immenfe inertafe of it *, the comparifon 
would then Hand thus : 

Amount of No of 

Thcreafe, er cl u five of Cu (loins, within Revenue. Otfc-is, 
the period £ 38,407,000 67 

It ffiould be obfervad alfo that, in the department 
of the Affeffed Taxes, the additional officers have 
been appointed as well for the improvement of the 
old duties, as for the colledion of the new. 

. Hitherto we have confidered the effeft of the new 
taxes with reference only to influence \ let us now 

* The exports of Britifli manufadlures, in the firft three 
quarters of 1 8091 are more than twice the value of thofe of the 
whole year in 1793, the firft year of the laft war. 

* 3 


examine 
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examine how far economy has been had in view in 

the colle&ion and management of them. 

£xdfe £ 237.21* 

Taxes ; falaries of officers 41,7901. _ 

Do. Poundage - - - 339,7921.5 
Cuftoma - - - - - - - - *177,423 

Stamps 5 falaries of officers 16,792!. "5 „ 

Do. Poundage - - - 34,7461. 5 5 *>53 

Poft-office 30,663 

£ 87 8 >4 i8 

An additional revenue, therefore, of 44,000,0001. 
is collected for rather lefs than a per cent., ac- 
cording to the ftatement above ; but this would be 
a moil unfair view of the fubjeCt, as a great part of 
this expence would have been indifpeniably necef- 
fary for the protection of the old revenue. The 
increafe in the excife is nearly altogether for the 
augmentation of the falaries of the officers on the 
eftabliffiment, to enable them to exift, before the 
new taxes were impofed. The expence for to- 
bacco officers, as has been dated, has been much 
more than reimburfed by the improvement 'of the 
revenue. A confiderable part of the increafed 
charge in the Cuftoms has arifen from falaries 

* A confiderable part of this fum arifes from augmentations 
to falaries, in lieu of fees abolifhed, to fecure a better manage-, 
snent of the revenue. 


having 
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having been eftablHhed for the officers, in lien of 
feeS, as obferved in the note in the preceding 
page, by which the revenue has, beyond all doubt, 
profited to a much larger amount than the expence 
incurred : and it may be dated, with perfeft cer- 
tainty, that the additional charge in the depart- 
ment of AfTefled Taxes has been much more than 
compenfated by the increafe of the revenue from 
the exertions of the new officers. 

The charge of managing the whole revenue of 
the kingdom appears now annually in the accounts 
laid before parliament, an attention to which will 
convince any one who has considered the fubjeft 
extenfively, that there is not a country in Europe 
where the taxes arc collected at fo moderate an 
expence as in this * : it may indeed be queftioned 
. whether 


• For the (economical management of the revenue of Great 
Britain, compared with that of other countries, fee the Fourth 
Report of the Committee of Finance in 1797, page 36. The 
fidelity of accompting for the public revenue is uot lefs remark- 
able, than the (Economical mode of collecting it. In a pamphlet 
*publiihed by the author in 1792, he had the gratification of 
flaring, that during many years previoufly to that time, the only 
defalcation, that had happened in the receipted remittance of 
all the revenues of the country, was a few hundred pounds loft 

bv letter-carriers : and in the period which has elapfed fince 
* 
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whether there is any perfon poffeffmg very extenfive 
property whofe receipts are managed' with fuch 
ceconomy as the public income of Great Britain. 

Thefe ftatements will be found intelligible, it i? 
hoped, even to perfons who are the lead converfant 
with fubje&s of this kind ; and they are made in 
fuch a manner as to afford the ealieft means of de- 
tection, if any unintentional error (hall have efcaped 
the diligence of the author. If their accuracy (hall 
Hand the ted of the clofeft fcrutiny, ought any 
one, in future, to indulge himfelf, for the fake 
of popularity, or from any other motive, in making 
declamations, either in or out of parliament, about 
the incrcafed and increafing influence, of which we 
have frequently heard fo much of latef, and the 

imtnenfe 

- *" » * — 

that publication, the fame observation may be repeated, with 
one exception only of any importance, in the cafe of a colleftor 
of excife ; a great part of whole balance however has been 
rccoveied, and the whole may be. In any event the fum in 
danger appears to be under 0,000. 

+ Nearly the greatdl number of civil employments, held by 
members of parliament during pleafure, appears to have been 
in 1769, when Mr. Dunning was Solicitor-General, during the 
adminiHration of His Grace the Duke of Grafton ; to which no 
objeftion then occurred to that gentleman, or his friends : but, 
fired with a long opposition, at the end of an unfuccefsful war, 

(whicl\ 
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Smmenfe charge to the public, with the attendant 
accumulations of patronage to the minifter by the 
management of new taxes ? Leail of all Ihould any 
one declaim on the imperceptible influence, which 
has been fometitnes much dwelt on. "While the 
practice of making clofe loans was in ufe, which af- 
forded opportunities of gratifying long lifts of pri- 
vate friends fecretly ; and beneficial contrafts were 
made with members of parliament, or their friends, 
from favor only, to a great amount ; and fo long, 
too, as leafes of the landed property of the Crown 
were renewed from time to time, on terms of great 
advantage to the leflees, and of lofs to the Crown ; 
while accountants or their reprefentatives were per- 
mitted to retain, with impunity, large balances of 
the public money in their hands for their own 
emolument ; and while home fecret fervice money 


(which in the beginning had been popular) he moved, “ that 
the influence pf the Crown had increased, was increafing, and 
M ought to be dimfniflied” In which motion he prevailed, al- 
though* the members holding offices during pleafure in tie 
Houfc of Commons were coniiderably fewer at that time than 
when he wan one of His Majefty'a laW-fcrvants. Several reforms 
in office were made in confequence of that vdte ; but the 
pieans of imperceptible and corrupt influence were untouched 
till done away by Mr Pitt. 

was 
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was unlimited, there certainly was an. influence 
hardly at all perceptible, except to the minifter be- 
llowing thole favors, of^ountenancing thofe abufes, 
and to the parties who profited by them. None of 
thofe, however, continue to exift ; and, with the 
exception of Crown livings, every man who looks 
into the Court Kalendar wilfbe nearly as well in- 
formed of what the minifter has to difpofe of as 
thofe moft immediately in his confidence. What 
he does difpofe of is conftantly publifhed in the 
papers of the day. '' 

Among other advantages derived from the la- 
bours of the Committees of Finance, the public is 
accurately informed of the burthens upon it, and 
how every part of its income is difpofed of. Hence 
we are enabled to ftate, with precifion, the charge 
incurred by penfions and finccure employments, 
and to compare that with the whole of the reve- 
nue,* which it appears to be defirable fhould be 
done, as many well-intentioned perfons have taken an 
impreffion, that if all thofe were put an end to, the 
public might be relieved from a conliderable pro- 
portion of its burthens. 


In 
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In the Appendix to the Third Report of the 
laft feffion, already referred to, it will be feen 
that the penfiona to foreign mimftera are - - 
Thofe at the Exchequer - - - - - - - 
Out of the 4 1 per cent* duty ------ 

Total of Engliffi penfions 

penfiona, Scotch Civil Lift ------ 


Sinecures in England f , which will remain after 

the reductions 11 all take cfleft, which have 

been already made by law ; and the fuppref- 

fion of au office in the Admiralty court, after 

the determination of exifting interefts, of 

which notice has been given - - - - - 

Sinecure employments in foreign fettlements - 

Po. in Scotland - -- -- -- -- - 

* 

% 

* 

Companions have frequently been made between 
the prelent and former times, in vague and general 
terms, in fupport of, popular complaints, to Ihew 
the necelfitv of a fweeping reform ; a reference 
therefore to an early period may be ufeful, admit- 


* Exclufive of parliamentary grants, as rewards for public 
ferviccs of the molt eminent nature. 

■J Exclulivc of thofe in the courts of law, with which the 
jninifter has nothing to do ; and, if abolithcd, compenfations muft 
he made for them to the Chief Juftices, or to thofie who hare 
the patronage. 

ting* 


£ 30,000 
63,000 
28,300 

• n 1,300 
35 . 6 °° 

Xjfij OO 


43,000 * 
17,300 
25,000 

£ 242,200 
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ting, as we do diftin&Iy, that prefcription is no 
title for the continuance of abufe ; and allowing, 
to die utmoft extent, the expediency of conftanf 
checks, as well as of occafional enquiry, both as 
to public expenditure and its fuppofed neceffary 
concomitants, the increaftng patronage and increaf- 
ing influence of the Crown. 

Nothing can be more remote from the intention 
of the prefent publication, than a wilh to dif- 
courage enquiry, or to prevent the fuggeftion of 
falutary checks : the real object of it is to lead 
others to examine the ground on which the ne- 
ceflity of adopting ftronger meafures of reftraint 
as well 'as of inveftigation, at the prefent period, 
has been repeatedly urged, frequently with the 
beft intentions, and with the pureft motives. In 
endeavouring to fet right the public opinion on this 
fubject, the performance of an ad of jultice to the 
members of any adminiltration, is but a fmall 
part of its ufc j a much more important con- 
fideration is, its effect in producing that til ut ary 
and reafonable confidence which gives the power 
of exertion to the government, and that com 


currcnce 
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currence which feconds its exertion^ among the 
people. This is Hated, with fome experience 
of the unpopularity and ridicule that has been fo 
often attempted to be fixed on the word Confidence, 
applicable only to that which is unthinking and 
blind. Stripped of its partial covering, confidence in 
thofe who muft aft for the nation, in its prefent 
legitimate fenfe, is that principle which gives energy 
and vigour to national cnterprize, and ilrength and 
fecurity to national defence. 

The amount of fine cure employments cannot be 
compared with former periods, as there are no 
means for enabling that to be done ; but we fhaU 
find the amount of penfions occafionally in the 
Journals. In the laft year of Queen Anne, it 
was* 130,000!. nett in England only, as the is. 
and 6d. taxes did not then exift ; at which time 
the value of money was in the proportion of 457 
to 562 at this dayf. f 


• * Commons Journals, vol. xviii p. 84. 

f Sec Philofophical Tranfa£ions, vol. 88. p. 176, a paper 
prepared with great care and accuracy, by the late Sir George 
Shuckburgh 

iTo 
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To what extent, or in what manner, it may be 
proper to prefe further retrenchment^, the author 
has not the remoteft intention of offering an 
opinion : his view has been clearly explained ; 
and he trulls the llatements will bring to the 
recolle&ion of his readers what has been done 
for the attainment of obje&s of high importance, 
and of deep intereft to the public, by (hewing 
Ae prefent ftate of patronage and influence, com- 
pared with what it was in antecedent periods, 
which have been fpolcen of as “ good times about 
■Which he is perfuaded much mifconception prevails 
at this day, even among reafonable and candid men, 
*By feme, indeed, it has been faid, with a manifeft 
intention of inflaming the public mind, that if fine- 
cures and penfions were entirely fuppreffed, the 
burthens of the country would be inftantly lightened 
to a great amount, if not 'entirely removed : an 
anfwer to which inflammatory fuggeftion may be 
found by a comparifon of the before-mentioned 
total, large as it is, with the amount of the taxes 
raifed upon the people. 

The whole revenue of Great Britain is more 
t fon 6o,ooo,oool. a-year $ the charge on which, 

40 of 
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of 242,000!., for penfiohs and finecure employmeats 
at home and abroad, is 'between three farthkigi 
and one penny in the pound. By the extintSdUnj 
therefore, of all finectrres and penfions, a perfort 
paying taxes to the amount of 50I.' a-year would 
fave about 4s. Such a faving we- are fir 4 nbm 
thinking fhould be treated as trifling or infignifi- 
cant ; it would ill become the author to do jfo : on 
the other hand, how infinitely fliort would this fall 
of the expectation that has been held out ? 

But if from the total fum received from fine- 
cure places and penfions, deductions were made 
of fucli as have been given as rewards for public 
fcrvices, the amount would be very greatly reduced ; 
penfions to foreign minifters, in particular, Whofe 
appointments are hardly, in any inftance, filfEciertt 
for their maintenance* 

The penfion lift alfo contains provifion for the 
branches of noble and refpeCtable families fallen into 
decay this is however an exertion of national gene- 
rofity, if not of jufticc, which the moft fcrupulotis 
oeconomift will hardly confider as improper. Some- 
thing mult certainly be allowed for rtere favor ; 

5 but 
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but when the inftances are clearly improper (and it 
is not meant to contend there are no fuch), they are 
at lead open to public animadverfion ; as they are now 
regularly laid before parliament, and primed from 
time to time, which certainly affords a confiderable, 
if not an effe&ual, check againft abufe. 

If we look to official incomes, it will be found 
they are, in moft cafes, barely equal to the mode- 
rate, and even the necefiary expences of the par- 
ties; in many inflances they are a&ually infuffi- 
cient for tbefe. May we not then venture to afk, 
whether it is reafonable, or whether it would be po- 
litic, that fuch perfons fhould, after fpending a great 
part of their lives with induflry, zeal and fidelity, 
in the difeharge of trufts and public duties, be left 
afterwards without reward of any fort, and their 
families entirely without prov.ifion ? 

It would hardly be wife, on reflection, to 
eftablilh a principle which would have a ten- 
dency at leaft to exclude from the fervice of their 
country Men likely to be ufcful to it. Great num- 
bers of thofe who engage in trade and manufac- 
ture (than whom none are held b higher eflimation 

by 
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by the author) or who enter into various pwjfef* 
fions, frequently acquire vety large fortunes, and 
feldom, if they have talent? and perfeverance, fail 
to obtain independence. What fairnefe, juftice, or 
reafon is there then in marking die chara&er of the 
official man alone with difrefpeffc, and himfelf as 
unfit to have reward in any cafe, beyond an annual 
ilipend for his labour and fervices, juft fufficient for 
his neceflary current expences, however faithfully 
and diligently he may have difcharged an important 
truft for a long feries of years ? Surely it is not 
unwife or unreafonable that the public ihould be in 
a fituation to bid to a limited extent for talents, in 
competition with other honourable and lucrative 
profeffions, and various branches of trade and 
manufactures *. 

It has always been juftly held in a free country, 
and particularly in this, to be one of its greateft, 
privileges, that the chief ariftocracy, as far as 

* The Author moft readily admits that fortunes thus ac- 
quired are, in general, the honourable reward of talents and in- 
duftry, fortunately exerted in a country where profperity has 
given them room for exertion, and under a conftitution which 
provides at once for their fecurity and their diftindion. He has 
witneffed inftances of this fort frequently, with peculiar fatis- 
♦ftion. 
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relates to the mahagementofits public concerns, 
ffiould be an ariftocracy of taletit and of* virtue, 

i ' ' i 

is wen as of rank and property $ which principle 
weald be destroyed if remuneration for public fer-* 

A 

rices /hould be Withheld ; and the community 
would be deprived of all its advantages. Not only 
the great offices of ftate, but fome others of tnoft 
efficiency muft then be confined to men of hereditary 
wealth and independence; and, with ail the proper 
refpeft which fhouid be entertained for fuCh men, it 
muft be allowed that, for the acquifition and inv 
provement of talents necelfaiy for the higher offices, 
the paffing occafionally through the inferior fixa- 
tions, and that principle of a&ivity which animates 
men in the attainment, fo much more than in the 
mere poffeffion, of power and ftation, are much 
more favorable than the., honours claimable by 
defeent alone. 

It is true that magnanimity and genuine patriotic 
ambition will look for a nobler reward for their fer- 
vices: thaji the emoluments of , office ; but, in the 
prefent •’ .ate of fociety, a certain appearance is ef» 
feudal to be preferved by perfohs in certain na- 
tions, which cannot be mai n t ai n ed .without a liberal 

pro- 
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provifionu That great ftatefhnatt, who w» 44 poor 
u anudlt a nation's wealth/* whofe ambition was 
patriotifin, whofe expence and whofe ceconomy 
were only for the public, died . in honourable pc* 
verty. That drcumfbmce certainly conveys no re- 
proach upon his memory ; but when he had leifure 
to attend to his private concerns, it diftrefled him 
fenoufly to reflect that he had debts, without the 
means of paying them, which he could not have 
avoided incurring, except from a pariimony which 
would have been called meannefs, or by accepting 
a remuneration from the public, which his enemies 
would have called rapacity ; for he had no expence 
of any fort that was not indiipenfably neceflary, ex- 
cept in improvements in his country refidence, 
where his houfe was hardly equal to the accommo- 
dation of the mod private gentleman *. 


• Towards the latter part of Mr. Pitt’s life, fome debts 
prefled fo feverely upon him, as to render it neceflary for fansn t) 
of his private sod moil intimate friends to fiep .in to fave him 
from immediate inconvenience, swung 
f w n ww nd 4 y a rn sftah— d— ohwpap wavpanpaMmy— dm 
Mil s which affi- 

ance Mr. Pitt agreed to avail himfelf of only on the ex- 
prefs condition of his friends receiving repayment of the fums 
contributed, with intereft ; for fecuring which a part of his 
income waace he fet afide, as a finking fua<U— He died ! and 
the nation paid his remaining debts. 

r % 
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In alluding to the embarraffed ftate of Mr. Pitt’s 
finances, it is due to his memory from the Author, 
who was never feparated from him, either in per- 
fonal afte&ion or political attachment, from his firft 
entrance into public life, to almoft the very iateft 
hour of hisexiftence, to ftate a circumftance with 
refpeft to pecuniary matters infinitely to his credit. 

Early in 1789, when the nation was in a ftate 
erf defpondency refpe&ing the health of our be- 
loved Sovereign, and a change in the adminiftra- 
tion was thought extremely probable, it occurred 
to feveral gentlemen of the firft refpe&ability in the 
city of London, that Mr. Pitt, on quitting office, 
would be in a fituation of great embarraflment, not 
only from fome debts which he had unavoidably 
incurred, but as to the means of his future fub- 
fiftence. They felt the ftrong impreffion, in which 
the nation participated, of his great virtues, as 
well as of his eminent talents j and they were 
fenfible, in common with their country., of the value 
ofthofe fervices to which his life had been hitherto 
devoted, particularly to thofe commercial intepefte 
in which they were deeply concerned. Under this 
impreffion a certain number of merchants and 
ftiip-owners met, and refolved to raife the fum 

of 



of ioo,oool»,*o be prefented to him asa free gift'-* 1 : 
the well-earned reward of his meritorious exertions ; 
each fubfcriber engaging never to divulge the name 
of himfelf, or of any other perfon contributing, in 
order to prevent its being known to any one except 
themfelves, who the contributors were. The only 
exception to this engagement of fecrecy was a 
refpeftable Baronet *, who was deputed to come to 
the Author to learn in what manner the token of 
efleem and gratitude (as it was exprelTed) could be 
prefented moil acceptably to Mr. Pitt ; whofe name 
was to be as carefully concealed from Mr. Pitt as 
the others. 

Highly flattering as the offer was, and feafonable 
as the aft would have been (proceeding from a fet 
of gentlemen whofe motives mud have been pure 
and difinterefted, not only in fuch an unequivocal 
mark of regard for a falling minifter, but from the 
mode of carrying their objeft into effeft,) the au- 


• Sir Robert Prefton, then member for Dover, who gave 
many proofs of kindnefs and attachment to Mr. Pitt, but never 
a/ked a fiagle favor of him : who being ftill living, no further 
tribute of juftice can be paid to him. 
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tfior entertained doubts of Mr. Pitt accepting the 
profiled bounty, and therefor^thougbt it right to 
apprize' hint of the intention. This occasioned a 
long difeuffion on the fubjeft, which ended in Mr. 
Pitt exprefling a pofitive and fixed determination 
to decline the acceptance of the liberal and gene- 
rous offer : a determination that nothing could 
fliate : for when it was urged that it never could 
be known to him who the fubferibers were, and that 
they were men whofe fortunes put them out of all 
probability of ever foliciting the fmalleft favor from 
him ; his reply was, “ that if he ihould, at any 
** future time of his life, return to office, he ihould 
“ never fee a gentleman from the city without its 
“ occurring to him that he might be one of his 
* c fubferibers.’* 

This pofitive determination was communicated 
by the author to the Baronet before alluded to, 
which put an end to the meafure* ; and in a few 
days after, Mr. Pitt, in converfing about his future 
plans, told the author, he had taken a fixed refolu- 
tion to return to the Bar, and to apply unremit- 
tingly to that profeffion, in order to extricate him- 
felf from his difficulties, and to fecure, as far as he 

fhould 
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fliould be able, the means of future indepen- 
dence. * > / ; 

> '• ’■ ■ ■• ' •' < ■ 

The author will not deny the perfonal fatis- 

fa&ion which he feels in having it in Jais power 
to communicate this anecdote to his readers : but he 
conceives that its communication may have a. ufe 
beyond the mere gratification of private feeling, qr 
of public curiofity. It will Ihcw the fpirit of difin- 
tereftednefs and independence which may exift in 
times that have been ueprefented as pregnant with . 
felfifhnefs, corruption, and venality ; and will fur- 
nifli an example to future jninifters of that fentiment 
of high and fcrupulous honor (a prominent feature 
in the chara&er of Mr. Pitt) which is the beft 

• . i 

pledge and guardian of public and private virtue. 
Were a minifter like him to arife, (and who does 
not pray for fuch an event ?) who, befides his own 
unavoidable expences, had a family to fupport, his 
embarraflment mu ft be fuch as, with a man even of 
the firmcft miifd, would hang heavy on its powers, 
and divide, if not weaken thofe exertions, which the 
public weal fhould engrofs. 

M 
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m expenditure .from the public purfe, there & a 
diftin&ion fufficiently obvious between penfions and 
rewards apparently of private favor ; and fums ex- 
prefsly devoted to public purpofes. The firft ought 
ffcrupuloufiy to be inveftigated, at Ieaft as far as the 
examination may be made without endangering the 
dignity of enquiry: and we admit r moft unequivocally, 
that the latter ought to be carefully and anxioufly 
watched. We are aware that the general axiom, that 
wealth is {tower, is peculiarly applicable to our pre- 
fent ftate , and that the huf&anding our refources is 
ueccfiary for the continuance of that power which 
is to provide for our own fafety. It muft not be 
deemed invidious if, while we urge a fair and ade- 
quate remuneration for public fervices, we diftin&Iy 
and plainly ftate our opinion of the propriety of 
preventing, by every poffible means, all fecret 
emoluments. The public lofcs much more than 
the money by allowing any part of its income to be 
converted or employed to the ufe or emolument of 
its fervants -it is the advantage, and ought to be 
the condition, of a fair, open, and liberal reward 
for public fervice, through all its gradations, to fu. 
perfede every other fource of remuneration. The 

firft 
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firft is an encouragement to honeft and honorable 
merit in the performance of that fervice whit sea! 
and fidelity ; the lafl has an evident tendency to 
taint the purity of office, and to turn into other 
channels than ihofe of the public intereft the ex- 
ertions of its officers. Nor is it poffible for any fer- 
vant of the public to impofe too ftrift a guard upon 
himfelf againft deriving the fmalleft advantage from 
his fituation by any indirect means whatever. 

It has been ihewn lw far there is a ground for 
the call for further retrenchments, and the extent 
to which the utmoft poffible ftretch of thefe would 
lighten the burthens of the people. It is, in truth, 
one of thofe clamours where loudnefs is fubflituted 
for force, but of which the found is much more 
powerful than the juftice. The retrenchments which 
have been fuggefted on more fober grounds, though 
occafionally by perfons not the moft converfant either 
with the refources or the neceflary expenditure of 
the date, have been of two kinds ; either of mere 
^economy, fuppofing the fervices to be indifpen- 
fible ; or of policy, fuppofing the fervices to be 
needlefs, The laft, it is obvious, ought at all times 

to 
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to be weighed carefully ; and with a fober and deli- 
berate judgment. * 

On the more extenfive confideration refped- 
ing the expenditure for the great branches of 
the public fervice, whatever ftrong opinions the 
author entertains on the fubjeft, it is not meant 
to enter into any detail here, as it would not 
be ufeful, on his foie authority, to do fo : he will 
content himfelf with repeating an obfervation he has 
made in public, and often end|avoured to enforce in 
private, that no new or additional expence Ihould be 
incurred in any department, without the previous 
knowledge and entire approbation of the minifter, 
who is refponfible for the due management of the 
finances of the country. An invariable adherence 
to that principle muft always be of the very utmoft 
importance : but above all in times like the pre- 
fent, when our war-eftablilhmcnt of every fort is not 
only the inftrument of our national glory, but the 
means of our national fafety, the provifion for our 
national exiftence. The other branch of faving* 
that by which the fame fervices may be performed 
at a cheaper rate, deferves the moft ferious in- 

veftigatior. 
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Veftigation, and, it is hoped, has tmdergo®te the 
moft anxious confideration, in order to theattah*> 
ment of that laudable end. But the retrenchments 
fliould leave the fubftantial objefts of the expendi- 
ture in as full efficient vigour as before j otherwife 
the fafety of the country would be endangered, at 
a moment when the ftorm beats furioufly againfl 
it, and the ruins of other political fabrics are feen. 
all around us. * 

The remaining fubjett of animadverfion or com- 
plaint, the juftice of which has alfo been ex- 

* 

amined in the foregoing pages, the increafe of the 
Influence of the Crown , is a topic to which the jea- 
loufy of a free country like ours is always difpofed 
to liften, with prepoffeffion in favor of the affirma- 
tive ; yet, from the celebrated motion of Mr. Dun- 
ning downwards, the complaints of this influence, 
although they have been found to be greatly exag- 
gerated, have been patiently inveftigated, and effec- 
tual means of reform have been adopted. 

• 

* 

The greatly increafed revenue, 'and all the other 
augmented and accumulated bufinefs of the date, 
have unavoidably occafioned fome increafe of patron- 
age; 
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age ; but the influence created by fuch means is 
infinitely fliort of what has been given up by the 
meaiures of oeconomy and regulation to which re- 
courfe has been had, efpedally when the defcription 
and value of the employments created is compared 
with thofe aboliflied ; and it will not be denied to us 
that the manners of the times ; the conftant exift- 
ence of a watchful oppofition j the modern ufage 
of parliament, the liberty of the prefs ; and the un. 
bounded circulation of the productions which that 
liberty encourages ; all confpire to limit in practice 
that influence which, in other times, was fo powerful 
and fo prevailing. Not to go back to the more 
ancient periods of our hiflory, when the great 
weight of the prerogative bore down all oppofition, 
whether of the parliament or the people ; even 
fince the prerogative has been defined and limited 
by the Revolution, when the people, having recently 
{haken off their yoke, were likely to have ftretched 
their newly-acquired rights to the utmoft, there has 
not been a reign in which the influence of the 
C'rqjwn has been fo unccafingly controlled by the 
jealoufy of the Houfe of Commons as that of His 
prefent Majefty. 


It 
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It is meant to fpeak with refpe& of Oppoution j 
that is, of Oppofition in the abftrad, without re- 
ference to any individual perfon, or combination of 
perfons. An author who wrote the trad hare 
alluded to, under the eye of that great minif- 
ter, whofe firft exertions, after his accefiion to po» 
litical power, it was meant to record and illuftrate, 
has defined Oppofition in the following impartial and 
honorable terms ; and it is to the credit*of thatilluf- 
trious ftatefman’s candor and liberality that (as the 
author informs us * ) Mr. Pitt huqfelf reviled and cor- 
rected the pamphlet in queftion " It is material 
“ to confider whence arifes'this general fafe-guard» 
“ which the public poffeffes, againft the malverfa- 
* 4 tion of minifters againft the intentional abufe, or 
“ the ignorant mifapplication, of the powers with 
4 ‘ which they are intrufted. The popular nature 
i4 of our government furnilhes a check, of which 
“ the operation is conftant, becaufe it is excited by 
“ natural and increafing caufes. The opportunity 
“ which parliament affords to the young, the 
“ .buftling, and the ambitious, of canvafling public 


* Hiftorv of the Proceedings of the Parliament of 1784, 
published in 1785. Mackenzie’s works, laft edition, eol. 7. 
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“ meafures* » one of thofe falutary counterpolfes 
“ which our conftitution affords againft the weight 
“ of the Executive Power. The Oppofition in 
“ Britain is a fort of public body, which, in the 
** practice at leaft of our government, is perfectly 
** known and eftabKihed. The province of this 
*.* ex-official body, when it ads in a manner falutary 
“ to the ftate, is to watch with jealoufy over the 
“ conduct of adminiftration ; to corred the abufes, 
“ and to refill the corruptions of its power ; to 
“ reftram whatever may be exceffive, to moderate 
“ what may be inconfiderate, and to fupply what 
** may be defedive in its meafures.” 

Such, I agree with that author, arc the legiti- 
mate and refpedable fundions of Oppofition, con- 
fidered as a pradical branch of the conftitution of 
Great Britain : fuch powers, and fuch jealoufy, it 
is hoped they will always exercife and entertain. 

The moil degrading corruption of a ftatefinan, 
or bis friends, is indeed, by the influence of money ; 
but public men may be corrupted by the love of 
power, as well as by lull of gain ; may be bribed 
by means’ of their pride,' their obftinacy, or their 

refent- 
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refentment ; they may be milled even by miftaken 
ideas of virtue. In guiding or oppofmg councils, 
by which great public interns are fought to be 
promoted, men rauft look to the means by which 
the country may be benefited, independently of 
private intereft, and in poffible cafes, independently 
of private reputation. In the machine of State are 
many movements with which the people are not 
acquainted ; and the flatefman who guides them 
muft often ferve the people faithfully and effec- 
tually by acting contrary to the opinions of what 
they conceive to be beft fuited to their fervice. 
A virtuous ftatefman muft ad from higher motives 
than either his own immediate intereft, or his own 
immediate reputation : his intereft, a patriot ftatef- 
man muft remember, is that of his country ; his re- 
putation muft often be left to the juftice of pof- 
terity. 

* THE END. 


Strahan and Preftod, 
Pumas Street, I^ondon. 
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OPINION 


LORD ERSKINE . 


My Lords, 

I entirely agree with my Noble Friend 
who gave the notice, * that notwith- 
standing the imperfections with which 
time may have visited our happy Consti- 
tution, it is the best and wisest upon the 
face of the earth, and under which there 
is the greatest enjoyment of happiness 
and freedom ; but it is impossible to con- 
template that perfection without advert- 
ing to the principles which are its essential 
•characteristic. Its characteristic was cor- 
rectly expressed by my Noble Friend next 
to me,j* when he said, “that Parliament 
was the author of it, and tljat, like our an- 
cestors, from whom we inherited our free- 
dom, we should rally roynd Parliament .” 
I agree with my Noble Friend, because 
jn rallyjng round Parliament, or in other 
words, round the King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, we are rallying round the Consti- 
tution and the Lavys. 

It is the cause of the immediate re- 
ference to this sound doctrine that obliges 
me to address your Lordships. My Noble 
Friends have adverted to the late exercise 
of Privileges by the House of Commons, 

* Earl Grey. t Lord GrenviUc,. 

B 
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and of the sensation they have created. 
If they alluded only to the disturbances 
in this great city which we inhabit, I join 
in lamenting them ; but if they involve 
in this sentiment, the resistance by those 
who have been the objects of them — if 
they allude to actions, which though 
not pending, are in immediate prospect, 
I must declare that 1 consider it to be a 
matter of the greatest magnitude and im- 
portance, which the laws alone ought to 
determine, and with which your Lord- 
ships have at present no manner of concern, 
but which may come legally and judicially 
before you. 

No man would more zealously defend 
the Privileges of Parliament, or of either 
House of Parliament, than he should; and 
he admitted, that what either branch of 
the Legislature had been for the course 
of ages exercising with the acquiescence 
of the whole Legislature, would, in the 
absence of Statutes, which would be the 
grand question, be Evidence of the com-, 
tnon law of Parliament, and, as such, of 
the common law of the land. The juris- 
diction of Courts rested in, a great measure 
upon the same foundation ; but besides 
that, these precedents, as applicable alike 
to all of them, were matters of grave and 
deliberate consideration — they were, and 
must be, determined in the end ijy the 
Law. lie knew that the contrary was 
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Insisted upon by the Commons, when they 
committed Lord Chief Justice Pemberton* 
% holding a plea of them in his Court ; 
but so far was he from considering sucl* 
a claim as matter of argument under this 
Government of Law, that I say (said his 
Lordship,) that if upon the present oe- 
casion, a similar attack was made upon 
my Noble and Learned Friend who sits 
next me, -f- for the exercise of his legal 
jurisdiction, I would resist the usurpation 
with my strength, and bones and blood. 
Why was any danger to the House of 
Commons or the Country to be anticipated 
by a sober appeal to the judgment of the 
Laws? If his Noble and Learned Friend 
and his Brethren the Judges had noyjuris- 
diction over the Privileges of t lie House 
of Commons, they would say they had 
no jurisdiction. If they thought they had 
they would give a just decision according 
to the facts and circumstances of the case, 
whatever they might be. 

The King’s Attorney General and a 
Member of the House of Commons, when 
called upon by the Serjeant at Arms, for 
advice upon tjie subject, was obliged, and 
most properly, to admit that there was no 
precedent to be found for his forcible 
proceeding, and that if death ensued he 
tould not undertake to justify him, hut 
that he would stand justified or not. ts the 

* SeePage 10'. f Lord EllenV . . u ( a. 
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breaking of the house was held lawful or 
unlawful.* 1 Was this the character of an 
immemorial and an acknowledged jur^ 
diction ? But it was said that there was an 
end of the Privileges of Parliament if they 
must pray in aid the King, or any other 
authority, to support their jurisdiction. 
Yet, in the very instance alluded to, they 
were obliged to pray in aid the King — not 
of his laws indeed, to which the people 
would have paid the most implicit obe- 
dience, but of his bayonets. He desired to 
warn their Lordships against too hasty a re- 
sort to force. It was a dangerous resort, 
which never could be necessary in the 
government of the British people ; let the 
laws speak first, and the people, ipstcad of 
resisting, would obey. 

There was another view in which this 
question must be looked at. He was giv- 
ing no opinion whatever on the subject, but 
stating only the question. Suppose there 
should be positive statutes upon this subject, 
before the possible origih of any jurisdiction 
of the House of Commons — it was con- 
tended that there were— -he was still giving 
ho opinion. But was it not open to the 
subject, if he were advised to plead such 
statutes in bar of the' privileges in the casqs 
contended for? And could any authority 
but a Court of Law over-rule such a pica? 
Could the Commons themselves resist the 

* Sec the Opinion of the Attorney General', page 13 . 
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effect of such statutes, to which they were 
parties ? There might be statutes, indeed, 
oh such a subject, which, except in form, 
wanted no judicial cognizance, because 
every man could read for himself. If a 
written law would bear two interpretations, 
and the worst interpretation had been given 
to it by a series of decisions, that worst 
interpretation was undoubtedly the law ; 
but where a statute spoke a clear, plain, 
unambiguous language, the people had a 
right to the protection of its letter. The 
Parliament might repeal it; but whilst it 
was a statute, neither the King, Lords, or 
Commons, or all of them, had any domi- 
nion over it. ■» 

On that very ground' he had defended 
From death, some of the subjects of this 
country ; their lordships might not have 
been sitting to-day to hear him, if upon 
these grounds he had not successfully de- 
fended the dominion of the laws. He was 
then told that a conspiracy to levy war 
against the King was treason, as an attack 
upon the natural life of the King; he had 
said No ! because the statute of Edward III. 
under any interpretation , had said no also. 
He was told that Lord Hale and others were 
against him ; to which he had answered, 
irreverently perhaps, but in other respect 
rightly, that their authorities were no more 
against a positive-, unambiguous statute, 
than so many large flies buzzing against a 
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wall; and so he should for ever maintain. 
Lord Erskine here said, “ I would rather 
die, my Lords, than submit to any domi- 
nion but that of the written law of the 
land. 1 know the law upon this subject, 
my Lords, as well as any of your Lord** 
ships; it is impossible 1 should npt; and 
it would be criminal to surrender, or even 
to withhold my opinion.” If he hacl 
been warm upon the subject he must be 
pardoned ; he could not alter his nature — 
what he had ever been through life he must 
he to-day — what had been the character of 
his mind and understanding must continue 
to be its character. He made no apology 
to his noble friends for this expression of his 
opinion. They would little deserve the 
character they justly had in the country, if 
they were capable not merely from courtesy 
but even from confidence and affection, to 
compromise opinions upon such grave and 
important questions. lie was most sincerely 
attached to the principles of those with 
whom he had so long acted, and particu- 
larly to his two noble friends, whose un- 
questionable integrity -and superior talents 
entitled them to the greaf station which 
they must ever hold in the opinions of man- 
kind. It was to secure that pre-eminence 
that he made these observations, because he 
knew that nothing could ever secure con- 
tentment and happiness in this country, but 
the PROTECTION AND DOMINION OF THE 
LAM’. 



THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OPINION 

tJPOW 

SIR F. BURDETT's ARREST. 
Query —* TheSerjeantat Armsattendingthe 

House of Commons, having in the execution 
ofthisWarrantbcen resisted, and turned out of 
SirFrancisBurdett’sdwelling-housebyforce, 
Your opinion is desired whether in 
the execution of this Warrant, he will 
be justified in breaking open the outer 
or any inner door of the private dwell- 
ing-house of Sir Francis Burdett, or of any 
other person in which there is reason- 
able cause to suspect he is concealed, 
for the purpose of apprehending him;' 
And whether he may take to his assist- 
ance a sufficient civil or military force for 
that purpose, such force acting under the 
direction of a Civil Magistrate? And whe A 
ther such proceedings will be justifiable 
during the nightas well as inthedaytime? 
Opinion .—* 1 No instance is stated to me, 
and I presume that none is to be found, in 
which the outer door of a house has been 
broken open under the Speaker’s Warrant, 
for the purpose o£appi%hending the person 
against whom such Warrant issued then 
being therein. I must, therefore, form my 
opinion altogether upon cases which have 
arisen upon the execution of writs or war- 
rants issuing form other Courts, and which 
seem to fall within the same principle. 

C 
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“ I find it laid down in Semayne's case, 
5 Co. 91. that were the King is a party, 
the Sheriff may break open the Defend- 
ant’s house, cither to arrest him or to 
do other execution of the King’s process ; 
If otherwise, he cannot enter. So if the 
Defendant be in the house of another man, 
the Sheriff may do the same ; but he can- 
not break into the house of the Defendant 
in the execution of any process at the suit 
of an individual. This distinction proceeds, 
as I apprehend, upon the greater importance 
of enforcing the process of the Crown for 
the public benefit, than that of individuals 
for ffie support of their private rights. Rea- 
soning from hence, I should think that the 
Speaker’s Warrant, which had issued to ap- 
prehend a man under sentence of commit- 
ment for a Breach of the Privileges of the 
House of Commons, might be executed in 
the same manner with criminal process in 
the name of the King, inasmuch as those 
Privileges were given to the House of Com- 
mons for the benefit of the public only ; arid 
the public are interested in the due support 
of them.— If the aot had been done, and I 
were asked whether it could be defended, I 
should say that it could; but where it is 
previously known that the execution of 
the Warrant will be resisted by force, and 
if de^th should ensue in such a conflict, 
the officer who executes the Warrant ( would 
stand justified," or not, as the breaking of the 
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house may be held lawful or unlawful. 

I feel myself obliged to bring this under 
liis notice, leaving him to judge for him- 
self whether he will venture to act upon 
my opinion which has no direct authority 
in point to support it, but rests upon rea- 
soning from other cases, which appear to 
me to fall within the same principle. 
Should the officer resolve to break rap} 
the house, if it be found necessary, he 
must be careful, first, to signify the cause 
of his coming, and make request to open 
the doors, and not use any force until it 
appears that those within will not comply; 
and he should be assured that the party 
whom he seeks to apprehend is within 
the house. For the purp.osc of executing 
the Warrant, he may take with him a 
sufficient force of such description a<* the 
nature of the case renders necessary. It 
he has reason to apprehend a degree of 
resistance, which can only be repelled by a 
military force, he may take such force with 
•him ; but in this case it will be prudent to 
take with him also a civil Magistrate. 

“ [ do not think it advisable to execute 
the warrant in the night. 

“ The Officer should understand, that 
when Sir Francis Burdctt has once been 
arrested, if he afterwards effects his escape 
or is rescued, his own house or the house of 
any other person into which he retreats, may 
be broken for the purpose of re-taking him. 

Uncqlrib fay, April 8. ^ • Ol BUS. 



COMMITTAL 

or 

SIR FRANCIS PEMBERTON, 

Chief Justice of the Court of King’s Bench, 

The case of Mr. Topharn , Serjeant at Arms , 

1st. WILLIAM ANA MARY. 

t 

Sir Francis Pemberton, Chief Justice of 
the King’s Bench, and Sir Thomas Jones, 
one of the Judges of the same Court, werQ 
ordered to attend the House of Commons in 
consequence of the petition of Mr.Topham, 
Seijeant at Arms. 

On the 10th of July, 1689, Sir Francis 
Pemberton being at the Bar — the Speaker 
said, “ The House has been acquainted 
“ there was an action brought in the King’s 
“ Bench, 34 Car. 2, by one Jay against 
“ Serjeant Topham. To which action he 
“ pleaded the jurisdiction of this House; and 
** that it proceeded to a demurrer, and the 
4t plea was over-ruled by you as Chief 
“ Justice; so the House has sent for you io 
“ know upon what ground you did it.” 

Sir Francis Pemberton. — Under favour* 

I can say nothing to this action ; but this! 
can say, if the Defendant should plead he . 
did arrest him by the edmmand of this 
House, and should plead that to the jurisdic- 
tion of the Court of King’s Bench (I can 
say nothing to this particular action), but I 
fhinkj with submission, I can satisfy you 
that such a plea ought to be over-ruled ; 
and I take it the law is very clear as to 
this. 
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The Speaker demanded that he should 
forthwith give the reasons that would satisfy 
the House it was so. 

Sir Francis Pemberton said, he could 
Honly speak generally — and whether the 
order for taking Jay into custody was 
pleadable to the jurisdiction, I did appre- 
hend by the law it was not pleadable. 
As to the justification of this, 1 cannot, 
may be, upon the sudden, be prepared 
with such reasons as will satisfy the House. 
If they put it upon me to tell my present 
apprehensions, that is another thing. 

Mr. Speaker . — I believe the House will 
be willing to hear your present apprehen- 
sions. #? 

Sir Francis Pemberton '. — The question is 
of the manner of pleading this Older of 
the House — whether it may be pleaded to 
the jurisdiction of the Court or not. And 
under favour, I have always taken it that 
such a plea could not be pleaded to the 
jurisdiction of the Court, but it is a good 
" plea by way of bar. The justification here 
is a proper matter of bar, and 'tis a good 
justification ;* (nit whether the Court shall 
be excluded tlieir jurisdiction, that they 
shall not know whether this is true or no is 
the question ; for if this be pleaded to the 
jurisdiction there is an end of it. Now 
here it is allowed by all people living, I 
think n<F Judge ever denied it, that the 
Order of this House was sufficient to take 
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any one Into custody. No Judge, I pre- 
sume, ever thought otherwise ; but if this 
bb pleaded to the jurisdiction, the hands of 
the Court are closed. So that whether he 
had such an order or not is not to be 
inquired of by the Court. lie that docs 
any thing under an Act of Parliament 
docs it under as high an authority as he 
that acts tinder the authority of this House, 
for that is the authority of the nation : yet 
in those cases, though you arc tender that 
none be prejudiced acting by that authority, 
yet you have never made any provision 
that it might be pleaded to the jurisdiction. 
The King's Bench hath a general jurisdic- 
tion to examine the things that are done, 
whether fairly or not. This plea is allow- 
able, and ought to be allowable to any 
action of trespass to be brought. But 
under favour, 1 must submit it to you — I 
take the law to be manifestly plain — That 
by way of plea to the jurisdiction it cannot 
be, hut it ought (o be over- ruled. This is 
my present apprehension. 

The Judges then withdrew, and the 
House came to the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Orders and Pro- 
ceedings of the House being pleaded to 
the jurisdiction of the Court of King’s 
Bench ought not to be over-ruled.” 

On July Unli, the Judges attended again. 

Sir Francis Pemberton then stated the par* 
tieular case of Jay v. Tophum. Thccasq was 
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in action of Trespass for arresting and de*» 
tabling him in prison by the space of tell 
days, and keeping him till he paid 30/. to- 
let him out of prison. To this the Defen- 
dant pleaded that he did it by an order of 
the House, and this lie pleaded to the juris- 
diction of the Court, that the Court had 
pothing to do with it, nor ought lurther to 
examine the matter ; and upon that there 
was a demurrer; and upon the demurrer, it 
was by the Court adjudged that lie should 
answer over— -that is, that lie should plead in 
bar of the action. 

Now, Sir, as to the reasons. When this 
action was pleaded to the jurisdiction of the 
Court, I could find bo judgment at all 
against the jurisdiction ot the Court in any 
such case, nor any vote of this House, or 
any thing or order against it at all. And 
finding no footsteps ot law, 1 did consider 
then what was reasonable and fitting to be 
done. I knew we had a jurisdiction in the 
case of such an action as this is— That this 
-^House is a superior court, ot a higher nature 
than the King’s Bench, and ot a greater au- 
thority; bm then on the other side 1 con- 
sidered if lRNCourts of Law could not ex-, 
amine it, there would be a cause stiuck oft 
by a bare allegation without any more to do; 
for if wc bad no cognizance ot it; it sc 
could not examine the matters that were 
done in pursuance ot the orders of this 
liousey how could wo impanncl a J-ury, 
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and fo what purpose should we try it ?' 
for, if we could not give damages if he 
exceeded his authority what should we 
examine it for? Where justifications are 
made by Act of Parliament, yet forced 
as the matter in those cases is, I never 
licard there was any provision made for 
pleading to the jurisdiction, though it is by 
a higher authority than this House is ; nor 
is this all — for in this case if we could not 
examine it, the man would be without any 
remedy in the world — so that if one of 
your Officers should abuse your orders, the 
person that he hath abused could have no 
help if the Courts of Law could not help 
him — so that my apprehensions were, that 
unless the Courts of Law had jurisdiction 
of all such actions as these were, this man 
must be remediless if he had suffered wrong. 

Sir Thomas Jones spoke to the same 
effect; and he add^d, “ Where the entire 
matter is transacted in this House, there a 
plea to the jurisdiction of the Court is 
proper ; but in the present case I did con- 
ceive that that jurisdiction was most proper, 
that could try and determine . the whole 
merits of the cause between both parties. 
The authority of this House is great, but 
with all reverence he it spoken, the au- 
thority of an Act of Parliament is greater 
than the authority of this House — and in 
case one man does any thing by virtue of 
an Act of Parliament, if any other man 
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shall be so hardy as to question bis doing 
his datyi the party so questioncdis Cither 
£0 plead in bar especially, as he .mky 
plead generally, and gave in evidqpct? 
the special matter, but it never was known 
that any man should offer to Say, I am 
an Officer by Act of Parliament, and 
therefore demand whether you will take 
cognizance of the matter, having done 
what I did by Act of Parliament." - ^ 
Notwithstanding these reasons the Houdfe 
resolved, f ' • ' " v $| 

“ That Sir Francis Pemberton and Sft 
Thomas Jones, giving judgment" to over- 
rule the plea, to the jurisdiction of the 
Court of King's Bench in the case be- 
tween Jay and Topham, -had broken the 
privileges of this House.” 

And, by order of the House, both Sir 
Francis Pemberton and Sir Thomas Jones, 
were taken into custody for the said breach 
of privilege, and lay by till there came 
a prorogation. 


’et aH this did not intimidate future 
Judges. If^we may trust to history, the 
Lord Chief JuSlice Holt asserted the juris- 
diction of the Court with a high tone. 

In the Aylesbury Case, Lord Chief 
Justice Holt and several Lawyers were 
hardy and resolute enough to oppose an 
order of the House of Commons, and 
brought it on in the Court of King’s Bench'. 

D 












